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We believe all students deserve the opportunity to pursue their limitless 
potential. Education opens pathways to do just that. 

At Marcellin College, our curriculum provides a holistic education that 
aims to engage and challenge students academically, whilst developing 
a strong sense of curiosity and social conscience. 

Our broad educational opportunities encourage students to discover and pursue 
individual interests and pathways, but also equip them with essential thinking and 
communication skills; essential skills required of them post-schooling, as they move 
into an everchanging society. 

At Years 7 and 8, Marcellin College offers a broad range of core subjects, designed to 
ensure that students can build strong fundamental skills, as well as experience new 
learning areas such as the Visual and Performing Arts, different Languages, Design 
Technology and Digital Technologies.

These year levels provide the starting point for students to truly explore and 
chase their potential, and as such it’s important that the time is taken to give this 
foundation. The structure of the curriculum provides students with multiple places 
to grasp and secure strong skills for further study. 

Within this book you will be able to read more about the subjects offered, as well as 
the supporting curriculum in place through our Reading program, Learning diversity 
programs and music and outdoor education opportunities.

If you have any questions, I encourage you to reach out to the contacts listed herein.

I welcome you all to this wonderful community we call Marcellin College.

Marco Di Cesare

Principal

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL
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INTRODUCTION
At Marcellin College, our approach to learning is heavily 
informed by a philosophy of personalised learning.

Personalised learning is a student-centered 
approach to education, where classroom practices 
and curriculum design begin from the recognition 
that students all learn differently and are very often 
at different points in their learning journey. 

Though it can be presented in many ways, at Marcellin we are building a learning 
environment based on the pillars of; 

• differentiation, 
• mastery of skills and concepts, 
• student agency and voice, 
• flexible learning opportunities and 
• authentic learning experiences.

The opportunity for students to select subjects in the development of their program 
of study allows students to take greater ownership of their learning journey, and 
to identify options that reflect their strengths and areas of interest. Adding this to 
a core program of studies in English, Mathematics and Religious Education helps 
students to build a well-rounded and rigorous course of study. 

Our curriculum structure gives students a range of options and pathways that they 
can make choices in from Year 9 through to Year 12 but, at Years 7 and 8 the focus is 
on the development of important knowledge, skills and learning behaviours, to foster 
success in the future.

The Year 7 and 8 Marcellin College Course Guide is an overview of the learning and 
teaching programs offered at the College for the 2023 academic year. This guide 
is designed to provide a clear explanation of the academic program for students at 
these year levels, as well as information about a variety of supporting programs.

The 2023 Course Guide comprises: 
• introductory notes, including information about the Learning Diversity, Reading and SOAR 

programs,
• an overview of the curriculum structure at Years 7 and 8, and 
• a description of the learning programs provided for students in the various learning areas at 

these year levels.

A Statement on Australian Democratic Principles 
Marcellin College is committed to upholding and promoting the principles and practices of 
Australian democracy through both its daily operations and its learning and teaching programs. 
This includes a commitment to: 

• elected government 
• the rule of law 
• equal rights for all before the law 
• freedom of religion 
• freedom of speech and association 
• the values of openness and tolerance.
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The Learning Diversity team at Marcellin College specialises in 
understanding the divergent learning needs of all students. In line 
with our personalised learning philosophy, we are committed to 
understanding the learning needs of all students and supporting them  
to be successful learners and to reach their individual potential. 

From our gifted and talented program, SOAR (being introduced in 2023), to literacy 
and numeracy support programs, our Learning Diversity staff oversee a variety of 
options that support the range of educational needs of Marcellin students. 

In addition, the Learning Diversity Leader provides advice and support to teachers in 
their delivery of inclusive learning programs across the school.

Members of the Learning Diversity department:

• Work with students directly
• Support students and families in seeking assistance from agencies external to 

the College
• Support students in gaining special provisions and additional assessment 

support at all year levels including, NAPLAN and VCE
• Work with staff in a consultative role
• Provide resources to students, staff and families
• Contribute to curriculum development, with a focus on a differentiated curriculum

Alongside the work listed above, the Learning Diversity Team also runs specialised 
programs to assist students in reaching their full potential.

MacqLit
Offered to students in Years 7–10, MacqLit is a reading intervention program.

Running alongside the College’s curriculum students focus on decoding, to build 
their understanding of letter patterns and sounds and enabling them to improve 
their reading and communication skills.

Students in the MacqLit program are selected and invited to participate using 
standardised reading tests such as the Progressive Achievement Test in Reading 
(PAT-R), Allwell tests and/or the Wheldall Assessment of Reading Passages (WARP).

Getting Reading in Numeracy (G.R.I.N)
Also offered to students in Years 7-10, G.R.I.N is a mathematics and numeracy support program.

Students are selected and invited to enrol in G.R.I.N in collaboration with the College’s 
Mathematics Learning Area.

Supporting students  
with diverse needs
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Marcellin College has a whole of school approach to literacy. 

Literacy allows a person to access and create information and to communicate 
effectively in a variety of different situations. Being literate is supported by the 
development of subject-specific knowledge, attitudes and skills including the ability 
to apply, interpret, analyse, create, interact and evaluate. 

College Reading Program  
Every student in Year 7 and Year 8 takes part in the Reading Program. For Year 7s 
this is once a week in an English lesson and for Year 8 it is once a cycle (every  
two weeks.) 

In the Reading Program: 

•  Students are taught specific skills and strategies to improve their reading.
• Students have a Reading Conference (individual meeting with a teacher) to 

discuss their reading. Teachers record and monitor individual student reading 
goals and progress carefully. 

• Teacher librarians help students to select books that suit their reading level and 
eventually to extend their reading skills. 

To develop the habit of reading regularly, and to improve reading ability, all students 
should be reading regularly – 15 to 30 minutes at least 4 times a week.

Literacy at Marcellin
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Year Long Subjects Languages The Arts & Technology

Year 7
Including  

SOAR*

• Religious Education

• English

• Mathematics

• Science

• Health and Physical Education

• Humanities

• Digital Technology

In Year 7 students experience  
TWO of the following languages:

• Chinese
• Italian
• Indonesian

Each language subject runs for one 
semester.

• Visual Arts
• Music

Year 8
Including  

SOAR*

• Religious Education

• English

• Mathematics

• Science

• Health and Physical Education

• Humanities

In Year 8 students commit to learning 
ONE of the following languages:

• Chinese
• Italian
• Indonesian

The chosen language is studied for the 
entire year.

• Visual Arts
• Music
• Performing Arts
• Design & Technology

*Students in the SOAR program study the same combination of subjects as students in all Year 7 and 8 classes. In the SOAR classroom the curriculum being delivered is adapted to 
extend and accelerate student learning within the subject.
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SOAR is Marcellin College’s specialised gifted and talented 
program.

To be introduced at Year 7 in 2023, the program will ultimately extend to Year 8 and 
Year 9 before students move into more individualised pathways in Years 10–12. In 
these later years, students are encouraged to go on to enter VCE early or undertake 
university subjects during their final years at the College. This includes starting one 
or more VCE Unit 1&2 studies during Year 10 and support to gain an early offer of a 
university placement.

SOAR enables high achieving and dedicated students to be challenged academically, 
providing a pathway that meets their specific needs.

SOAR

YEAR 7   TERM 1 YEAR 7   TERMS 2–4

Term 1 is a foundation term for 
SOAR students. As in any learning 
and teaching sequence time needs 
to be taken to establish the skills 
of students entering the study and 
en-sure that students are ready for 
acceleration.

In term 1 students will be consolidating 
necessary Year 7 knowledge and skills 
and may study a similar curriculum 
to other classes. This curriculum may 
be covered faster how-ever, or with 
different activities – activities that may 
challenge students to go deeper with 
the content.

Acceleration in studies is more 
likely to begin during term 2, after 
teachers are confident students have 
the necessary foundations to move 
forward.

From this point, the SOAR curriculum 
may differ more significantly and 
students and parents may notice 
unique content, learning activities, 
or the use of different resources to 
other classes.

While usually students will enter the SOAR program at the beginning of Year 7, student 
enrolment is constantly being reviewed. Students have the opportunity to enter SOAR at 
various points throughout Years 7–9. If needed, students may leave the SOAR class, 
if leaving is deemed to be the best option for the students learning outcomes.

SOAR is designed to accelerate and enrich students who share St Marcellin Champagnat’s ‘roll 
up your sleeves’ attitude, passion and commitment to strive for the highest. Selected students 
who enter the program have exceptional abilities across several disciplines and are highly 
motivated to reach their full potential.

While students in the SOAR program study the same subject areas as their peers, the program’s 
design aims to allow students to work six-to-12 months ahead of the normally prescribed 
curriculum. 
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SUBJECT   CONTACT     PAGE

Religious Education   Geralyn McCarthy    10
   geralyn.mccarthy@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Design Technology  Annie McNamara 13
   annie.mcnmara@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Digital Technologies  Nathan Hutchings  15
   nathan.hutchings@marcellin.vic.edu.au

English   Jeremy Doolan 17
   jeremy.doolan@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Health & Physical  Justin Abbott 20
Education  justin.abbott@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Humanities  Samantha Carlson 23
   samantha.carlson@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Languages  John Di Natale  26
   john.dinatale@marcellin.vic.edu.au

SUBJECT   CONTACT     PAGE

Mathematics  Nadia Bonvicino  33
   nadia.bonvicino@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Music    Andrew Short  36
   andrew.short@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Outdoor Education  Justin Abbott  39
   justin.abbott@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Performing Arts  Marina Spiros 42
   marina.sipos@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Science   Ranjesh Ram      44
   ranjesh.ram@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Visual Arts   Marina Spiros 47
   marina.sipos@marcellin.vic.edu.au

LEARNING AREAS 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
YEAR 7
Religious Education    11

YEAR 8
Religious Education    12



11 • GLOSSARY • LEARNING AREASHOME

YEAR 7 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

Course Overview
Students in Year 7 undertake a study in a unit of work entitled Who We Are, focusing 
on our Catholic Identity as expressed in the life of St Marcellin Champagnat, The Marist 
Family, and here at Marcellin College. They focus on deepening their understanding of the 
scripture through an exploration of the Bible. Students develop their interpretative skills, 
considering literary structures of scripture passages and the impact of settings, styles and 
viewpoints of authors and audience in both the Old and New Testaments. They develop 
appreciation of the Word as a means of encounter with Jesus Christ. They focus on 
deepening their understanding of the Eucharist and its centrality to the Catholic tradition 
as well as examining how Mary, Our Good Mother is a role model for Marists as they strive 
to be good citizens and good Christians. 

Areas of Study
• Who we are!
• Scripture
• Eucharist
• In the Way of Mary 

Assessment
• The assessment options include but are not limited to:

 ○ Written reports 
 ○ Tests
 ○ Oral presentations
 ○ Film and source analysis essays
 ○ Timelines
 ○ Presentations

• RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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YEAR 8 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

Course Overview
Year 8 Religious Education provides students with the opportunity to examine the life 
of the Early Christians in the first four centuries after the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. They explore the challenges faced, such as persecution, and investigate the 
life of St Paul, who has had an incredible impact on the Church through his missionary 
works and letters. They will examine the Bible as a text, identifying why there are different 
gospels, who they were written by, and for whom they were written. There will be a focus 
on the use of parables as a method of teaching. Students will develop their spirituality 
through gaining knowledge of who Jesus was and how he lived his life. Students will reflect 
on Gospel values such as kindness, compassion, forgiveness, and service and consider 
the impact they can have on those around them. Through the study of the Sacraments 
of Initiation, students are led into the mystery of God as the communion of love we call 
‘Trinity’, which is revealed by the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.

Areas of Study
• The Early Christian Community
• The Setting of the Gospels 
• Good Christians and Good Citizens
• Sacraments of Initiation

Assessment
• The assessment options include but are not limited to:

 ○ Written reports 
 ○ Tests
 ○ Oral presentations
 ○ Film and source analysis essays
 ○ Timelines
 ○ Presentations

• RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
YEAR 8
Design Technology 14
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YEAR 8 DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Course Overview
In Technology, students investigate and select from a range of technologies. They consider 
the ways characteristics and properties of technologies can be combined to create 
designed solutions to problems for individuals and the community, considering society 
and ethics, and economic, environmental, and social sustainability factors. Students use 
creativity, innovation, and enterprise skills with increasing independence.

Students respond to feedback from others and evaluate design processes used and 
designed solutions. They investigate design and technology professions and the 
contributions that each makes to society locally, nationally, regionally, and globally through 
creativity, innovation, and enterprise. Students evaluate the advantages and disadvantages 
of design ideas and technologies by following the Junior Curriculum design process.

Using a range of technologies including a variety of graphical representation techniques 
to communicate, students generate and clarify ideas through sketching, modelling, 
perspective, and orthogonal drawings. They use a range of symbols and technical terms in 
a range of contexts to produce patterns, annotated concept sketches and drawings, that 
employ scale, pictorial and aerial views to draw environments.

With greater autonomy, students identify the sequences and steps involved in design 
tasks. They develop plans to manage design tasks, including safe and responsible use of 
materials and tools, and apply management plans to successfully complete design tasks. 
Students establish safety procedures that minimise risk and manage a project with safety 
and efficiency in mind when producing designed solutions.

Students will have the opportunity to create designed solutions at least once in the 
following two technologies contexts:

Engineering principles and systems

Materials and technologies specialisations

Areas of Study
• The Green Machine
• C02 Dragster
• Introduction to Metals and Plastics

• DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Assessment
• Practical skill assessment
• Extended written and designing responses
• Design folio (including practical application of car making with display stand and  

basic electronics)
• Presentations
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
YEAR 7
Digital Technology 16
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YEAR 7 DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY

Course Overview
Upon the successful completion of this course, students will be able to distinguish 
between different types of networks and their suitability in meeting defined purposes.

Students will also be able explain how text, image and sound data can be represented and 
secured in digital systems and presented using digital systems. In addition, students will 
be able to analyse and evaluate data from a range of sources to model solutions and create 
information. They will also manage the collaborative creation of interactive ideas, information 
and projects and use appropriate codes of conduct when communicating online.

Furthermore, students will be able to define and decompose problems in terms of 
functional requirements and constraints. They will design user experiences and algorithms 
incorporating branching and iterations, and develop, test, and modify digital solutions. And 
finally, students will be able to evaluate information systems and their solutions in terms of 
meeting needs, innovation, and sustainability.

Areas of Study
• Digital Citizenship – Data and Information
• Algorithms and Programming – Creating Digital Solutions
• Network Performance – Digital Systems
• Game On – Creating Digital Solutions 

Assessment
• Group presentation
• Individual report
• Programming task
• Informative poster
• Quizzes

• DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
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ENGLISH
YEAR 7
English   18

YEAR 8
English  19
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YEAR 7 ENGLISH  

Course Overview
In Year 7 students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They listen to, read, view, 
interpret, evaluate and perform a range of spoken, written and multi-modal texts in which 
the primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform and persuade. These 
include various types of media texts including newspapers, magazines and digital texts, 
early adolescent novels, non-fiction, poetry and dramatic performances. Students develop 
their understanding of how texts, including media texts, are influenced by context, purpose 
and audience. Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of 
texts, for example narratives, procedures, performances, reports and discussions, and are 
beginning to create literary analyses and transformations of texts.

Areas of Study
• Sustainability / The Lorax
• Novel Study “Trash”
• Film as text study “Remember the Titans”
• Picture Storybook creative writing study

Assessment
• Persuasive writing response
• Essay text responses
• Oral language task
• Creative writing response

• ENGLISH
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YEAR 8 ENGLISH  

Course Overview
As in Year 7, Year 8 English provides opportunities for students to engage with a variety 
of texts for enjoyment. They listen to, read, view, interpret, evaluate, and perform a 
range of spoken, written and multi-modal texts as well as texts designed to inform and 
persuade. These include various types of media texts including newspapers, magazines 
and digital texts, early adolescent novels, non-fiction, and poetry. Students develop their 
understanding of how texts, including media texts, are influenced by context, purpose, 
and audience. Students create a range of imaginative, informative, and persuasive types of 
texts, for example narratives, performances, reports, and discussions. They begin to create 
literary analyses and transformations of texts.

Areas of Study
• Stories of Australia
• I am Sasha
• The Truman Show
• Tomorrow, When the War Began

Assessment
• Creative response
• Text response essay
• Oral presentation
• Poetry analysis 

• ENGLISH



20 • GLOSSARY • LEARNING AREASHOME

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
YEAR 7
Health and Physical Education  21

YEAR 8
Health and Physical Education 22
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YEAR 7 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Course Overview
The Level 7 curriculum expands student’s knowledge, understanding and skills to 
help them achieve successful outcomes in classroom and practical settings. Students 
investigate the impact of transition and dealing with change and analyse factors that 
influence emotions, personal values and influences. Risk taking behaviours are examined 
along with suitable harm minimisation strategies. The curriculum for Year 7 supports 
students to refine a range of specialised knowledge, understanding and skills in relation 
to their health, safety and wellbeing. They develop specialised movement skills and 
understanding in a range of physical activity settings. They analyse how body control 
and coordination influence movement composition and performance and learn to transfer 
movement skills and concepts to a variety of physical activities in units such as Motor 
Skills, Ball Sports, Bat Tennis, Basketball, Cricket, Soccer and Football. Students reflect on 
and refine personal and social skills as they participate in practical activities.

Areas of Study
• Health Ownership - Personal Values and Influences, Benefits of Physical Activity,  

Harm Minimisation, Dealing with Change
• Nutrition - Macronutrients, Food Preparation and Handling
• Practical Units - various sports as specified in the course overview

Assessment
• Work Booklet
• Topic Quizzes
• Masterchef Assignment

• HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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YEAR 8 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Course Overview
Health and Physical Education at Year 8 aims to provide students with the knowledge, 
skills and behaviours to enable them to develop and maintain their physical, mental, social 
and emotional health. Year 8 HPE focuses on the importance of a healthy lifestyle and 
physical activity in the lives of individuals and groups in our society.

Students’ are involved in a range of activities including individual, non-competitive activity 
through to competitive team games. Emphasis is placed on combining motor skills and 
tactical knowledge to improve individual and team performance. Students’ progress from 
the development of basic motor skills to the performance of complex movement patterns 
that form part of team games.

Students engage in the following practical units: Table Tennis, Gymnastics, Netball, Bike 
Education, Hockey, European Handball, Game Sense activities, Teams Challenge

Students investigate a variety of Health concerns confronting the population such as: 
Body Image, Obesity, Diabetes, Asthma, Allergies such as Anaphylaxis in addition to the 
health of the Aboriginal population in these areas. With respect to these health concerns, 
the risk factors, treatments, and preventative strategies are covered in an attempt to 
influence the importance of personal and community actions in promoting health within 
the community. 

Students investigate sexuality education including the structure and function of male 
and female reproductive systems, human reproduction, and the stages of growth of an 
individual from conception to birth. Students describe the physical, emotional, and social 
changes that occur as a result of the adolescent stage of the lifespan and the factors that 
influence their own development.

Areas of Study
• Health Concerns - Obesity, Diabetes, Asthma, Allergies & Anaphylaxis, Indigenous Health
• Sexuality Education - Reproductive Systems, Changes during Puberty, Inclusion & Diversity

Assessment
• Topic Quizzes
• Health Promotion Campaign
• Designing and Implementing Health Programs
• Design a Town Assignment

• HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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HUMANITIES
YEAR 7
Humanities  24

YEAR 8
Humanities 25
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YEAR 7 HUMANITIES 

Course Overview
In Year 7 Humanities, students are introduced to the two disciplines of History and 
Geography. In History students begin their study of the Ancient world by using historical 
concepts and skills to explore Ancient Australia approximately 60 000 BC (BCE) – c.650 
AD and indigenous cultures. They then complete a focus study on Ancient China as an 
exemplar for their own research on a Mediterranean or Asian civilization, applying the 
concepts and skills learned to a Project Based Learning task. This is then showcased at an 
exhibition night: Night at the Museum.

 In Geography, the two main units of study are on Water in the World and Place & 
Liveability. Students examine the processes that influence the characteristics of places. 
They consider spatial distributions and patterns and their implications and consider 
interconnections between and within places and changes resulting from these. This 
further develops their understanding of geographical concepts, including place, space, and 
interconnection. 

Areas of Study
• Ancient Australia 
• Ancient China
• Night at the Museum Exhibition
• Geography Skills
• Water in the World
• Liveability 

Assessment
• Research assignments
• Case studies
• Oral presentations
• Tests

• HUMANITIES
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YEAR 8 HUMANITIES

Course Overview
Year 8 Humanities includes Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business, Geography 
and History.

In Civics and Citizenship, students identify the importance of shared values. They explain 
the diverse nature of Australian society and analyse issues about national identity in 
Australia and the factors that contribute to people’s sense of belonging. 

In Geography, students focus on the concept of change by investigating the changing 
human geography of countries as revealed by shifts in population distribution. They 
explore the process of urbanisation and how it interconnects with low and middle - 
income economies and societies. They investigate the reasons for the high level of urban 
concentration in Australia and examine issues related to the management and future of 
Australia’s urban areas.

In History, students will apply the following historical concepts and skills to their study 
of the Vikings: sequencing chronology, using historical sources as evidence, identifying 
continuity and change, analysing causes and effect and determining historical significance.

In Economics, students consider what it means to be a consumer, a worker and a producer 
in the market and the relationships between and interdependence of these groups. The 
ways markets work within Australia to set prices, the participants in the market system 
and the ways these participants may influence the market’s operation are also explored. 
Students will also examine the meaning of entrepreneurship and innovation and work in 
teams to develop an innovative product for a specific market.

Areas of Study
• Economics
• Geography 
• History 
• Civics and Citizenship

Assessment
• Research assignments 
• Case studies 
• Fieldwork
• Tests
• Essays
• Designing an innovative product 
• Shark tank style presentations

• HUMANITIES
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LANGUAGES
YEAR 7
Italian 27

Chinese 28

Indonesian 29

YEAR 8
Italian 30

Chinese 31

Indonesian 32
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YEAR 7 LANGUAGES  |  ITALIAN

Course Overview
Students become familiar with the Italian pronunciation and sound system, noting 
similarities and differences with English. They build a vocabulary about people and objects 
in their immediate worlds. They learn how to use definite and indefinite articles. They learn 
how to form singular and plural nouns, to recognise patterns of noun categories and to 
understand the general rule of gender and agreement. Students learn simple sentence 
construction (subject–verb–object), enriched by the use of adjectives. They create their 
own texts mainly using the present tense of regular and common irregular verbs. They 
gradually build more extended texts, using cohesive devices. Students develop language 
for interacting with the teacher and each other. They learn to distinguish between formal 
and informal register. They develop a metalanguage to describe and discuss the features 
of Italian.

Students use different communication modes and different text genres. They learn to use 
modelled and rehearsed language in familiar contexts and begin to use Italian to create 
and communicate their own meanings. They learn how to make observations about the 
relationship between language and culture, particularly through comparing what they learn 
in Italian to their own language(s) and culture(s). They identify cultural references in texts 
and consider how language reflects practices, perspectives, and values. They reflect on 
the processes involved in using different languages at different times, being involved with 
different cultures, and developing their capability as learners of Italian.

Areas of Study
• Introduction to Italian
• Basics of Italian
• More about myself
• Italian grammar
• Cultural / Linguistic topic
• Padre Nostro Prayer

• LANGUAGES

Assessment
• Speaking tasks
• Reading tasks
• Writing tasks
• Listening tasks  
• Cultural Assignment Geography of Italy/Famous Italians/What Italy means to me?
• Quizzes
• Topic and semester tests 
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Course Overview
Students develop their ability to share ideas about language and culture systems and 
develop their skills in moving between languages and cultures. Learning involves an active 
exploration of the Chinese language system, which students draw upon to communicate 
their own ideas and engage with others.

The systems of spoken and written language in Chinese are distinct. They are also quite 
distinct from the English language system. Given learning about Chinese characters is 
complex, students can more readily accomplish a higher level of active use of spoken than 
written language. Students will therefore be immersed in the sights and sounds of Chinese. 
They develop oral language through active listening, observing interactions between 
native speakers, and use the spoken language for a range of purposes. Students are likely 
to understand more words than they can say or write. They use Pinyin as a resource to 
support learning, prepare drafts of oral and written texts, and learn new oral vocabulary.

Areas of Study
• Basic numbers
• Basic greetings
• Self-Introduction 
• Personal interest 
• Action Verbs 
• Basic Chinese conversation

Assessment
• Speaking tasks
• Reading tasks
• Listening tasks 
• Grammar tasks
• Movie creation

• LANGUAGES

YEAR 7 LANGUAGES  |  CHINESE
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YEAR 7 LANGUAGES  |  INDONESIAN

Course Overview
This Semester long course gives students with no previous experience in Indonesian an 
introduction to the language and aspects of Indonesian culture and society. It is aimed to 
get students interested in the language so that they pursue it further at secondary level. 
Students notice the Roman alphabet and begin to understand the phonetic nature of the 
language. Students begin to interact with peers and the teacher to exchange information 
and opinions about themselves, friends and family, school and pastimes. Students access 
online resources such as Quizlet and Duolingo.

Communicating in a language other than English
Students learn the knowledge, skills and behaviours relevant to the specific language 
being studied. The skills include listening, speaking, reading, viewing, writing, and the use 
of body language, visual cues and signs. The application of these skills requires knowledge 
of linguistic elements, including vocabulary and grammar. This dimension requires 
familiarity with a wide variety of texts and genres in print and electronic form.

Intercultural knowledge and language awareness
Students develop knowledge of the connections between language and culture, and 
how culture is embedded throughout the communication system. Progress through this 
dimension is demonstrated through performance in the language being studied. The 
understandings are universal and are gained by comparing languages, including English.

Students gain an awareness of the influence of culture in the learner’s own life and first 
language. Different languages and language communities organise social relations and 
information in different ways and values differ from one community to another. Through 
cultural self-awareness, the ability to rationally discuss and compare cultural differences is 
developed. This dimension involves developing curiosity about and openness to a variety 
of values and practices, as well as acquiring in-depth knowledge of the diverse cultural 
traditions of the source societies.

Areas of Study
• Getting to know Indonesia (Mengenal Indonesia) 
• Numbers (Angka)
• Greetings (Sapaan)
• Classroom Language (Bahasa Ruang Kelas)
• Days & Months (Hari dan Bulan)

• LANGUAGES

• What time is it? (Jam berapa?)
• Colours (Warna)
• Family (Keluarga)

Assessment
• Multimedia product
• Role play
• Written tests
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YEAR 8 LANGUAGES  |  ITALIAN

Course Overview
Students become familiar with the Italian pronunciation and sound system, noting similarities 
and differences with English. They build a vocabulary about people and objects in their 
immediate worlds. They learn how to use definite and indefinite articles. They learn how to 
form singular and plural nouns, to recognise patterns of noun categories and to understand 
the general rule of gender and agreement. Students learn simple sentence construction 
(subject–verb–object), enriched by the use of adjectives. They create their own text 
using the present tense of regular and common irregular verbs. They gradually build more 
extended texts, using cohesive devices. Students develop language for interacting with the 
teacher and each other. They learn to distinguish between formal and informal register.  
They develop a metalanguage to describe and discuss the features of Italian.

Students use different communication modes and different text genres. They learn to use 
modelled and rehearsed language in familiar contexts and begin to use Italian to create 
and communicate their own meanings. They learn how to make observations about the 
relationship between language and culture, particularly through comparing what they learn 
in Italian to their own language(s) and culture(s). They identify cultural references in texts 
and consider how language reflects practices, perspectives, and values. They reflect on 
the processes involved in using different languages at different times, being involved with 
different cultures, and developing their capability as learners of Italian.

Areas of Study
• La famiglia
• La Scuola
• Italian Products
• Hobbies and Pastimes
• Roman Empire
• Italian Grammar

Assessment
• Speaking tasks
• Reading tasks
• Writing tasks
• Listening tasks 
• Cultural Assignment
• Grammar tasks

• LANGUAGES



31 • GLOSSARY • LEARNING AREASHOME

Course Overview
As in Year 7, students continue to develop their ability to share ideas about language 
and culture systems and develop their skills in moving between languages and cultures. 
Learning involves an active exploration of the Chinese language system, which students 
draw upon to communicate their own ideas and engage with others.

The systems of spoken and written language in Chinese are distinct. They are also quite 
distinct from the English language system. Given learning about Chinese characters is 
complex, students can more readily accomplish a higher level of active use of spoken than 
written language. Students will therefore be immersed in the sights and sounds of Chinese. 
They develop oral language through active listening, observing interactions between 
native speakers, and use the spoken language for a range of purposes. Students are likely 
to understand more words than they can say or write. They use Pinyin as a resource to 
support learning, prepare drafts of oral and written texts, and learn new oral vocabulary.

Areas of Study
• Basic numbers
• Basic greetings
• Self-Introduction 
• Personal interest 
• Action Verbs 
• Basic Chinese conversation 
• Leisure times
• Shopping 
• Got to work 
• Different Languages 
• Sports 
• Family 

Assessment
• Speaking tasks
• Reading tasks
• Listening tasks 
• Grammar tasks

• LANGUAGES

YEAR 8 LANGUAGES  |  CHINESE
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YEAR 8 LANGUAGES  |  INDONESIAN

Course Overview
Students continue to develop their Indonesian from the foundations they established in 
Year 7. The course uses authentic materials, games, songs, podcasts and online resources 
to simultaneously teach language with culture.  Students build on their basic speaking 
and listening abilities and form stronger and more complex sentence structures. They 
develop grammatical knowledge and language awareness by accessing texts, comparing 
Indonesian with English, and applying their knowledge in language exercises, activities and 
games. Students learn through the lens of topics including themselves and daily life, travel, 
shopping and bargaining and the household. They also learn about the similarities and 
differences in customs and traditions in Australia and Indonesia.

Areas of Study
• My Family (Keluarga Saya)
• Ayo Berbelanja! (Let’s Go Shopping!)
• Greetings (Sapaan)
• Berlibur (Holiday)
• Sekolahku (My school)

Assessment
• Role plays
• Creating stories
• Oral presentations
• Multimedia products
• Writing and listening tests

• LANGUAGES
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MATHEMATICS 
YEAR 7
Mathematics   34

YEAR 8
Mathematics   35
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YEAR 7 MATHEMATICS    

Course Overview
In Year 7 Mathematics, students develop their mathematical knowledge and understanding 
within the three strands of: ‘Number and Algebra’; ‘Measurement and Geometry’; and 
‘Statistics and Probability’. They explore number theory and convert between fractions, 
decimals, and percentages. They are introduced to algebra and use variables to construct 
simple algebraic expressions. Students apply a range of formulae to find the area of 
simple shapes and calculate the volume of prisms. They extend their knowledge of angles 
and explore a variety of data displays. They assign probabilities to outcomes of events 
and analyse and interpret data. Students demonstrate and develop critical and creative 
thinking skills through various applications of problem solving and reasoning-based 
problems. 

Areas of Study
• Whole Numbers and Integers 
• Fractions, Decimals and Percentages
• Algebra
• Geometry, Location and Transformations
• Statistics and Probability 
• Measurement
• Algorithmic Thinking

Assessment
• The assessment options include but are not limited to:

 ○ Tests
 ○ Investigations
 ○ Student guided instruction/demonstration
 ○ Real world application assignments

• MATHEMATICS
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YEAR 8 MATHEMATICS    

Course Overview
In Year 8 Mathematics, students develop their mathematical knowledge and understanding 
within the three strands of: ‘Number and Algebra’; ‘Measurement and Geometry’; and 
‘Statistics and Probability’. They build upon their knowledge of integers and investigate 
index laws. They extend their knowledge of fractions, decimals, and percentages to 
profit/loss calculations and terminating and recurring decimals. Students investigate the 
angle sum of quadrilaterals, find the perimeter/circumference and area of quadrilaterals, 
triangles, circles, and compound shapes, and the volume of prisms. They learn the basis of 
the Metric system to convert units of measurement while also exploring representations 
of time. Students use Venn diagrams and calculate probabilities. They extend their 
knowledge of algebra to representing linear equations graphically. Students demonstrate 
and develop critical and creative thinking skills through various applications of problem 
solving and reasoning-based problems.

Areas of Study
• Number
• Measurement and Time
• Statistics and Probability
• Shape
• Algebra and Index Laws
• Rates and Ratios
• Linear Equations
• Linear Graphs
• Algorithmic Thinking 

Assessment
• The assessment options include but are not limited to:

 ○ Tests
 ○ Investigations
 ○ Student guided instruction/demonstration
 ○ Real world application assignments

• MATHEMATICS
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MUSIC
YEAR 7
Music 37

YEAR 8
Music 38
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YEAR 7 MUSIC

Course Overview
Year 7 Music introduces students to the fundamentals of music performance, and the 
theoretical components that accompany it. In Music, students will select and study 
an instrument of their choosing. These range from clarinet and flute, to trombone and 
trumpet, violins and cellos, and contemporary instruments such as drums, bass, and 
guitar. Students will also engage with basic theory concepts and utilise these to inform 
composition work in Music lessons. These theoretical concepts, such as rhythm, pitch, and 
range are all explored through singing as well to further enhance the practical and aural 
skill sets of students. 

Students develop their fundamental skills on their instrument with a specialist teacher, 
along with comprehensive skills in learning to interpret rhythms, notational pitch, and 
other unique elements of musical literacy. Within these practical skill classes, students 
will expand their understanding of why Music is important, and the way in which studying 
Music can positively impact their creative mind sets. At the end of their time with Music in 
Year 7, students will perform at a concert to show their achievements for the semester, and 
also be offered a place in the Junior Ensemble Program. 

Areas of Study
• Music Performance
• Music Theory
• Music Composition
• Singing

Assessment
• Theory Tests
• Solo Performance
• Group Performance 

• MUSIC
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YEAR 8 MUSIC

Course Overview
Year 8 Music continues students’ development of the fundamentals of music performance, 
and extends the theoretical components examined in Year 7. In Year 8 Music, students will 
either continue their study on their prior instrument, or have other options unique to the 
skill sets of the specialist staff working with them. Students will also engage with the next 
level of musical theory concepts and utilise these to inform more advanced composition 
work. These theoretical elements, such as advanced rhythms, musical styles, and new 
pitches are all explored through singing as well to further enhance the practical and aural 
skill sets of students. 

Students will continue to develop their practical skills on their instrument with a specialist 
teacher, along with comprehensive study of advanced elements of musical literacy. Within 
these practical skill classes, students will reinforce their understanding of why Music 
appreciation is important, and the way in which studying Music can support their critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. At the end of their time with Music in Year 8, students 
will perform at the Junior Music concert, showing their achievements for the semester, and 
being offered a place in the Intermediate Ensemble Program. 

Areas of Study
• Music Performance
• Music Theory
• Music Composition
• Singing

Assessment
• Theory Tests
• Solo Performance
• Group Performance 

• MUSIC
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION
YEAR 7
Outdoor Education 40

YEAR 8
Outdoor Education 41
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YEAR 7 OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Course Overview
The Year 7 Orientation Camp is an ideal way for students to begin their life at Marcellin 
College, allowing for opportunities to get to know their new peers and teachers. The camp 
includes a variety of teambuilding and action-packed activities including Canoeing, Stand-
up Paddle boarding, Giant Swing, Rock climbing and Archery, just to name a few. Some of 
the objectives are as follows:

• To develop new friendships amongst the new Year 7 cohort.

• To provide a relaxing and enjoyable program that challenges students and provides 
activities where leadership, cooperation, and teamwork skills are required.

• To give students the opportunity to experience a variety of outdoor activities with 
expert tutoring where required.

• To introduce students to the college’s behavioural expectations and to build their 
understanding of what it means to be a student at Marcellin College. To learn about our 
community as one where everyone belongs and the dignity of all is respected.

• To develop a sense of community amongst the new cohort and to develop staff-student 
relationships.

Outdoor Education is not studied as a subject area in the junior years; 
however, it is incorporated to the learning program through a 3 or 4 day camp 
in Year 7 and 8 respectively.

• OUTDOOR EDUCATION
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YEAR 8 OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Course Overview
The Year 8 Camp is designed to develop leadership skills and teamwork with an emphasis 
on personal development and responsibility. Set on the south eastern coast of Victoria, the 
program also promotes an appreciation for the costal environment. 

Students will have the opportunity to learn and apply expedition skills in a practical 
environment. The Year 8 program introduces them to essential concepts such as cooking 
in the outdoors, hiking with a pack, and packing the appropriate outdoor equipment. Some 
of the objectives are as follows:

• Be involved in outdoor and adventurous activities 

• Learn self-sufficient camping skills 

• Learn how to navigate using a topographical map 

• Develop leadership and teamwork skills 

• Have fun and enjoying the outdoors 

Outdoor Education is not studied as a subject area in the junior years; 
however, it is incorporated to the learning program through a 3 or 4 day camp 
in Year 7 and 8 respectively.

• OUTDOOR EDUCATION



42 • GLOSSARY • LEARNING AREASHOME

DRAMA
YEAR 8
Drama 43
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YEAR 8 DRAMA

Course Overview
Students build on their understanding of role, character, and relationships. They use voice 
and movement to sustain character and situation. They use focus, tension, space, and time 
to enhance drama. They incorporate language and ideas and use devices such as dramatic 
symbol to create dramatic action and extend mood and atmosphere in performance. 
They shape drama for audiences using narrative and non-narrative dramatic forms and 
production elements.

Students engage with more diverse performances exploring and drawing on drama from a 
range of cultures, times, and locations They identify similarities and differences and begin to 
learn about ways that traditional and contemporary styles of drama evolve and are sustained.

As they make and respond to drama, students explore ways meaning is created in drama 
and consider social, cultural, and historical influences of drama. They evaluate directors’ 
intentions, expressive skills used by actors and actor-audience relationships in drama they 
view and perform.

Units explore Transformation Drama through the creation of their own Murder Mystery play. 
Students explore and develop their ability to transform character, as they aim to create a 
performance that leaves their audience questioning ‘Who-dunnit?’ Italian Theatre Style of 
Commedia dell’Arte is also examined where students learn about the origins of Commedia, 
the purpose of this theatre style, as well as the stock characters of the style. Additionally, 
students create their own Commedia style masks and present a small group performance.

Skills are developed in the following areas; Expressive Skills, Dramatic Elements, 
Conventions, Playmaking Skills, Performance Skills and Stagecraft Elements.

Areas of Study
• ‘Whodunit’ Unit
• Commedia dell’Arte

Assessment
• Student reflection
• Group performances 
• Individual performances
• Performance technique analysis

• DRAMA
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SCIENCE
YEAR 7
Science 45

YEAR 8
Science 46
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YEAR 7 SCIENCE

Course Overview
Science provides an empirical way of answering interesting and important questions about 
the biological, physical, and technological world. Science is a dynamic, collaborative, and 
creative human endeavour arising from our desire to make sense of our world through 
exploring the unknown, investigating universal mysteries, making predictions, and solving 
problems.

Students explain the role of classification in ordering and organising information about 
living and non-living things.  Students investigate relationships in the Earth-Sun-Moon 
system and use models to predict and explain astronomical phenomena. They also 
learn how the properties of the different states of matter can be explained in terms of 
motion and arrangement of particles. Students explain changes in an object’s motion by 
considering the interaction between multiple forces. They make accurate measurements 
and control variables in experiments to analyse relationships between system components 
and explore and explain these relationships using appropriate representations. They make 
predictions and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to support their views.

Areas of Study
• A World of Science
• States of Matter
• Earth in Space
• Forces and Machines
• Life on Earth
• Project Based Learning Task

Assessment
• Topic Tests
• Practical Investigation Tasks
• Research Tasks
• Quizzes
• Project Based Learning Tasks

• SCIENCE
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YEAR 8 SCIENCE

Course Overview
Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important 
science concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of 
science’s contribution to our culture and society, and its applications in our lives. The 
curriculum supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, understandings, and 
skills to make informed decisions about local, national, and global issues.

In addition to its practical applications, learning science is a valuable pursuit in its own 
right. Students can experience the joy of scientific discovery and nurture their natural 
curiosity about the world around them. In doing this, they develop critical and creative 
thinking skills and challenge themselves to identify questions and draw evidence-based 
conclusions using scientific methods.

Students explore changes in matter at a particle level and distinguish between chemical 
and physical change. Students classify different forms of energy, and describe the role of 
energy in causing change in systems, including the role of heat and kinetic energy in the 
rock cycle. Students link form and function at a cellular level and explore the organisation 
and interconnectedness of body systems. Similarly, they explore changes in matter at 
a particle level, and distinguish between chemical and physical change. Students make 
accurate measurements and control variables in experiments to analyse relationships 
between system components and explore and explain these relationships using 
appropriate representations. They make predictions and propose explanations, drawing on 
evidence to support their views.

Areas of Study
• Elements, Compounds and Mixtures
• Energy, Light and Sound
• Rock My World
• Body Systems
• Chemical Interactions
• Our Microscopic World

Assessment
• Topic Tests
• Practical Investigation tasks
• Research Tasks
• Quizzes

• SCIENCE
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ART
YEAR 7
Art 48

YEAR 8
Art 49



48 • GLOSSARY • LEARNING AREASHOME

YEAR 7 ART

Course Overview
Year 7 Art is an introduction to a variety of techniques and processes through visual 
arts practices when exploring and expressing ideas. Students are introduced to Art 
terminologies, themes, and artists to further their understanding of the meanings and 
messages contained in works of Art. The course aims to develop technical skills with 
materials and techniques such as drawing, painting, sculpture, and digital manipulation 
software. Students evaluate artworks through responding and interpreting a variety of 
artists and styles. In turn they develop the conceptual capacity to develop their own ideas 
and express them visually.

Areas of Study
• Visual Language
• Elements of Art – Line
• Elements of Art – Colour
• Elements of Art – Tone
• Elements of Art – Texture
• Elements of Art – Shape
• Elements of Art – Form

Assessment
• Theory/written responses
• Practical tasks

• ART
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YEAR 8 ART

Course Overview
Year 8 Art builds on the skills, techniques and processes learned from previous years 
through a variety of visual arts practices. Students develop an informed opinion 
about artworks based on their research of current and past artists by responding and 
interpreting using the Art Elements and Principles. Year 8 Art is a creative and expressive 
area of study, engaging students in critical and creative thinking. Through exploring 
and expressing ideas, students develop knowledge, skills and understanding of their art 
making by becoming increasingly proficient with art processes. As they progress in Visual 
Arts, students develop perceptual skills in observation and the ability to create, view and 
display artworks in their final presentations.

Areas of Study
• Visual Language
• Principles of Art
• Pop Art
• Printmaking
• Cubism
• Portraiture
• Indigenous Art

Assessment
• Theory/ written responses
• Practical tasks

• ART
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GLOSSARY
Abbreviations and terms explained.

Authentication
The process of ensuring that the work submitted by students for assessment is  
their own.

Areas of Study
Represent topics, concepts or a group of topics that will be studied during the subject.

Assessment Items 
A task set by the teacher to evaluate a student’s understanding of the learning. 
Assessment can come in many forms. Progressive or formative assessment supports 
student to monitor their progress. Achievement tasks or summative assessment 
tasks are usually held at the end of topic and give students an understanding of their 
final level of performance.

Elective 
A subject or group of subjects where students have an opportunity to select a 
preference for their focus of study.

Semester 
One half of the school year. Most units are completed in one semester.

Special Provision 
Special arrangements that are made for students who are experiencing difficulty 
and hardship. The categories to gain special provision are very specific and 
arrangements may be different at different year levels and for different tasks.  
At VCE Unit 3&4, special provision can only be approved by the VCAA.

Study/Studies
Refers to a subject available for students to complete. This may be a subject that 
runs for one semester or for two or more semesters.
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