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We welcome you to Edition 12 of Community News and thank the many 
interviewees and writers for their valuable contributions. Marcellin has a rich history of 
community support and involvement and we are here to foster this connection with 
all facets of the wider Marcellin family. Our aim is to promote a valuable network and 
be the conduit between the many coteries within this great community whether it be 
internal events, working with the Marcellin College Community Association (MCCA) 
and the Marcellin Business Network (MBN), our valuable connections with past 
students and our many sporting clubs.

The Community Office is also the face of the St Marcellin Champagnat Bursary Fund. 
Our fund raising efforts support and follow in the footsteps of St Marcellin Champagnat 
to make education equal to all young men. To learn more and make a contribution 
details can be found on page 27.
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Welcome to this edition of 
Marcellin Collge Community 
News. On 7 May we 
celebrated and welcomed 
back students from various 
graduating years at our Old 
Collegian Luncheon.  
I hope everyone had a 
great time and enjoyed 
catching up with former 
classmates, revisiting old 
classrooms and seeing 
some of the transformation 
the college has undergone 
since you left.

It’s an exciting time to be 
a part of the Marcellin 

College community. In 2022, we commenced some exciting new 
improvements to Learning and Teaching, Student Wellbeing and 
Faith In Action programs ever undertaken at the College.

Class of 2021
It has been a busy start to the 2022 school year and we have 
already seen many terrific results among our students.  
We honoured our Duces from the Class of 2021 earlier in the 
year. Our academic results are strong with 95% of our Year 12 
students continuing with a tertiary education. Our 2021 College 
DUX achieved an ATAR score of 99.8 and our Proxime Accessit 
99.75. Several students were successful in achieving scholarships 
to leading universities including University of Melbourne, 
Swinburne University, RMIT and La Trobe University, to name  
a few.

Building Works
We have commenced work on our multi-year Master Plan to 
upgrade existing spaces and build new learning areas.

This includes:

• Placidus Resource Centre refurbishment 
• Upgrade to Sandra Street entry 
• Improved security to enhance safety 
• Parking upgrades

The new North-East Link is an exciting project for Victoria. 
Fences along Bulleen Road have gone up in preparation for works 
starting soon. Construction of the tunnels will start later in 
2022 and the land required to build the tunnels has now been 
acquired by the project. There is no impact to Marcellin’s ovals. 
Additionally, a ‘no-go zone’ has been established between the 
ovals and the area needed for construction, to further reduce 
impacts to the school and to ensure uninterrupted use of the ovals 
for students.

Connect | Respect | Grow
Our College theme for 2022 is to (re)connect, respect and grow 
and is fitting given the circumstances we have faced as a global 
community over the last two years. We encourage all members 
of our great community to be connected, celebrate our diversity 
and grow with us as we embark on an exciting new era at 
Marcellin College.

I ask all alumni to give back to the College that provided you 
with so many memories and opportunities. Whether that’s 
through a work experience placement for a student or funding an 
award at one of our academic achievement evenings or simply 
volunteering at various functions. You can find out more towards 
the back of this issue of Marcellin College Community News.

I hope you enjoy this issue of Marcellin College Community News 
and seeing where some of our graduates have gone on to in our 
‘Where are they now?’ section. Congratulations to those who have 
made the most of the opportunities that came their way and good 
luck to the rest of us as we look forward to the next opportunity.

Marco Di Cesare 
Principal

M A R C E L L I N  C O L L E G E  –  I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  C O M M U N I T Y

WELCOME

Hello, my name is Richard Liistro and I joined this great school in 2022 as Director of College and 
Community Engagement. Prior to joining Marcellin College, I was the Director of Communications  
at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College for six years. It’s an honour to be part of such a vibrant and 
rich faith environment, where ‘community’ is at the centre of all that we do.

I’m also a registered teacher and my subject areas are visual arts, media and drama. We have much 
to be proud of at Marcellin College. It’s a great school with good teachers, students and families.  
I encourage all of you to continue to engage with us via our many platforms – The Eagle Newsletter, 
social media (a new Facebook page coming soon), and of course the Community News publication. 
Our future is bright because of the great alumni who have lived out the College motto of ‘striving for 
the highest’. I’d love to hear from you on things you’d like to read in upcoming editions and more.  
I can be reached via email at richard.liistro@marcellin.vic.edu.au  
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W H A T ’ S  B E E N  
H A P P E N I N G  A R O U N D
T H E

Our 2022 College theme is: 
Connect, Respect, Grow.  
The following highlights are 
some examples of how we have 
lived out this year’s theme.

 

COLLEGE

Year 7 mothers, carers and sons came together earlier in 
the year for a Time & Space evening. Our student leaders 
assisted with the sessions and the chance for mums to make 
new connections and celebrate the sons they are bringing into 
adulthood. Time & Space is an annual event that is followed 
up in Year 8 with a Father & Son event.

66 grade prep students from St Clement of Rome Primary 
School, dropped by the College on a neighbourhood walk. 
Their energy and excitement to explore new spaces was 
palpable. They spoke to students and left with the biggest 
smiles on their faces. Out of the mouths of one of them to our 
Visual Arts Learning Leader, Sean Kolednik, “I saw a turtle and it 
was bigger than your head!” Kids say the darndest things!

This year’s Open Day was held on a Sunday. Thank you to 
the more than 1200 visitors who attended to explore, learn 
and discover what makes us a leader in boys’ education. 
A huge thank you to the students, staff, Marcellin Business 
Network and Marcellin College Community Association 
(MCCA) volunteers who attended on the day to run tours, 
welcome guests, play music and cook food. There was a 
great atmosphere and the feedback was extremely positive.

We joined Brother Harry’s Bread Run to the Exodus 
Community as part of our Christian Service program for 
2022. Volunteers have been preparing and delivering bread 
to families in West Heidelberg. It has been a rewarding activity 
that is growing in popularity among staff and students.

The College celebrated International Women’s Day (IWD). 
Students participated in several activities, including an online 
presentation by Lisa Jacobs, Chair of the Amy Gillett Foundation 
about breaking this bias in sport and life. It was fantastic to 
see this initiative being recognised particularly in an all-boys 
environment. A wall of gratitude messages giving thanks to all 
the important women in our lives was erected, purple ribbons 
were worn that morning as a general acknowledgement of the 
importance of this day for all of us. Whilst all these activities are 
great, our actions are what drive change. In line with our 2022 
Theme – Connect, Respect, Grow – we all need to work 
towards a world free of bias, stereotypes and discrimination.

Once again, the extremely popular Mother’s Day Breakfasts 
sold out in minutes. Thank you to President Jen Cullen, Penny 
Montouro and the MCCA for again organising such a popular 
event and to our young men for the wonderful videos full of 
heartfelt messages to their mums.

M O T H E R  A N D  S O N 
T I M E  &  S P A C E

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
W O M E N ’ S  D A Y

M O T H E R ’ S  D A Y 
B R E A K F A S T S

G R A D E  P R E P  T O U R

E A S T E R  S E R V I C E

O P E N  D A Y

B R E A D  R U N

Our whole College was able to celebrate Easter together, 
gathering in St Marcellin’s Hall for a special service 
organised by Geralyn McCarthy, Deputy Principal Faith 
and Mission. The lead up to Easter included celebrating 
Ash Wednesday and Shrove Tuesday with Game Changers 
students selling pancakes to raise funds to support the work 
of Caritas Australia.

C L E A N  U P  M A R C E L L I N
The School Leadership have addressed the issue of rubbish 
around the College grounds this year and have implemented 
some strategies for taking control of the amount of litter 
around. This has been most successful by making the boys 
accountable and we have seen great improvements in our 
surrounds. Congratulations to these young men for making  
a stand.
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2022 
ANZAC DAY  
A D D R E S S  B Y  
D R .  A L A N  O ’ C O N N O R 
On Wednesday, 27 April 2022, I was privileged to attend the annual Anzac Day Address 
at St Marcellin’s Hall.

This year’s speaker was Dr. Alan O’Connor, College Captain in 1967 and a returned 
Vietnam veteran. Alan kindly invited me to be his guest along with Alan’s wife Joan for 
the address and morning tea. (Alan and I are life long friends having commenced primary 
school together in 1954 at St Bede’s North Balwyn before moving on to Marcellin in 
Canterbury Road in Grade 4 in 1958).

The entire College assembly moved seamlessly into the Hall for the first time in over two 
years, having followed Covid protocols. A piper led the official party to the podium with 
flagbearers and the College orchestra and Band, augmented by several members of the 
Melbourne Army Band located nearby. Abide with me was presented by the combined 
orchestra and Alan was welcomed as Guest Speaker.

Alan explained that the family had moved to Canberra following his 1967 graduation 
from the College. His father, a career bureaucrat had accepted a promotion and Alan 
commenced studies at the ANU for a degree in Economics. At that time he was “called 
up” (a questionable procedure whereby an individual’s birthdate was selected by a 
method similar to a Tattslotto draw. If your birthdate was drawn and you passed the 
physical, you were in the Army). Following ten weeks basic training at Kapooka near 
Wagga Wagga he then undertook ordnance training at Bonegilla, near Wodonga. Prior to 
deployment to Vietnam (Alan had volunteered) further jungle training was conducted at 
Canungra in Queensland before flying off to war in a Qantas jet bound for Saigon.

Alan then explained his daily routines when he worked as a US Liaison NCO in ordnance 
stores, primarily at Long Binh. Various slides were employed during Alan’s address which 
verified the tough conditions experienced in a war zone and the everpresent risk of 
attack by the stealthy Viet Cong. Later we learnt that Alan was one of the many extended 
O’Connor family who served our country including his father Des who passed away only 
a few years ago, a man I remember fondly.

The New Zealand and Australian National Anthems were performed by Orchestra, Choir 
and soloists whilst a highlight was the playing of The Last Post by the student trumpeter 
from the Orchestra. An extremely moving hour concluded with the piper leading the 
official party from the Hall. Again the assembly seamlessly filed out to resume their daily 
duties. It later occurred to me that the 1400 strong student body plus over 100 teachers 
had probably learnt more about the American War as it is known in Vietnam in one hour 
than could be learnt from a text book. Alan had painted a clear picture by relating his lived 
experience in a war zone.

I also realised that even the oldest of the teaching fraternity present would only have been 
young teenagers at the conclusion of the war and the majority of the student body were 
born some thirty years after its completion.

David Leavold, Class of 1966.

Other reading: Please refer to the 2021 Autumn edition of the Foundation News, 
a special edition featuring Marcellin’s Vietnam veterans, an Anzac Day presentation.

We congratulate Josh on his Marcellin College position as 2022 
Marcellin College Captain. And after interviewing Josh, it would 
seem the College is in very good hands.

We begin with how Josh felt on day one in Year 7 which is still 
very clear to him. His mum had talked him into bringing all his 
books and he had to lug his very full and heavy school bag around 
until lockers were organised…in his words, “such a rookie error.” 
He also remembers feeling very nervous but that these nerves 
quickly settled once he met his Pastoral Leader, Mr Dino Faelis 
and his buddy who was the Vice Captain of the school, Jack 
Fleming. Josh found in Jack someone to look up to and aspire to 
be like seeing in him what a “Marcellin Man” is.

Josh found the process of applying for College Captain nerve 
wracking. However, he has really been chasing leadership roles 
his entire time here, deciding early on to give everything a go. 
He held SRC roles three times and found that these positions 
have helped him with public speaking and getting to know his 
peers better. His outlook is to do everything you can and give 
everything a go, hence his commitment to leadership.

Once he had decided to apply, he found that the support from his 
Pastoral Leader was very important, with Dino managing to calm 
him and assist in his preparation. And because he is still in touch 
with his original buddy, Jack also offered encouragement and hints 
on how to prepare.

Of course there was the added factor of having to do his speeches 
to the College cohort via Teams….watching the numbers grow 

and grow as he was speaking. A factor that these boys who lived 
through Covid times have had to contend with.

When Josh was informed he had won the role, he was “pumped” 
and called his parents and then Dino to thank him. His friends 
inundated him with messages of congratulations. He has grown  
in confidence since beginning the role, finding that being an SRC 
Rep over the years acted as building blocks to being less nervous. 
The role is something Josh has always looked up to and respected 
and he hopes that he can carry on the tradition of gaining the 
respect of his peers.

Josh and the other College Captains have some definite goals for  
2022. The first being the ‘Clean Up Marcellin Initiative’. They are 
hoping for a real culture shift which happens quickly, and we can 
already see positive results around the school grounds. Secondly, 
they want to look at how they can engage and assist our Year 
9 boys to get over the hump of Covid, given that this year level 
have essentially not been able to attend the school for their 
entire secondary life. Many of these students still feel somewhat 
disconnected and our leadership boys want to encourage more 
participation and togetherness at this year level.

In fact changing the level of participation is a goal across the 
whole school. Josh feels that with the amount of opportunities on 
offer there is no reason that students can’t find something they 
are interested in. Our leaders feel that again changing attitudes 
is important with the current feeling being that it’s not cool to 
take part. They want to change the dynamic and encourage 
participation in something for all boys.

When asked what his favourite thing is about Marcellin, Josh is 
quick to say that he loves being with everyone and having a chat. 
He appreciates that the relationship with teachers changes as you 
become a senior and that they treat you as a young man and share 
a mutual respect. He also loves that there is never a boring day.  
He seeks out things to do and there is always something fun on offer.

Upon leaving school, Josh intends to pursue a career in real estate, 
possibly studying psychology and business management to facilitate 
this. In ten years he hopes to be financially stable and hopefully to 
have purchased an investment property.

Again we congratulate Josh on his appointment and look forward to 
seeing the changes implemented by him and the student leadership 
group. He doesn’t want to be “just the badge” and is excited and 
motivated to bring about positive changes for our community.

JOSH  
MCCRAITH 
2 0 2 2  C O L L E G E  C A P TA I N
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Members of the Heritage Committee have become 
aware that the ranks of the Marist Brothers who taught 
at Canterbury Road in the pre-Bulleen days have sadly 

become thin indeed. Quite by chance, we became aware of 
one of them, Brian Greaves, formerly Br Vincent, now aged 86 
and living with his wife of many years, Jan, at Diamond Creek. 
Your writers, Peter and Richard, recently enjoyed a long lunch 
with Brian and learnt some of his remarkable story.

Anyone meeting Brian cannot but be struck by his apparent 
vitality, both in mind and body. As an indication, at the end of 
our lunch we dared ask Brian if he would mind penning a few 
words covering his 11 years with the Marists and, in particular, 
his one year at Marcellin. Expectations are not high when giving 
an essay assignment to an 86 year-old, but we need not have 
worried. By 9am the next morning Brian had emailed us 4,700 
beautifully structured words. This brief article is a mere tempter 
to you to read those words, which doubtlessly form one of the 
most candid and insightful records of the very early days of the 
College. A link is provided below.

Brian came from a farming family in Gippsland. He completed 
primary school at Neerim South State School, then Forms 1 
and 2 at Warragul High School. Then, thanks to a scholarship, 
he spent Form 3 at St Patrick’s College Sale, then under the 
leadership of Br Roger. A particular influence at Sale was Br 
Romulus. Then, after just this one year in the Catholic system, 
Brian decided, over his parents’ protestations, that he wanted to 
join the Marists. He was just 14 when he entered the Juniorate 
at Macedon. There he went on to matriculate in mathematics, 
physics, chemistry, Latin and English. Eighteen months of 
monastic training followed, at the Novitiate in Mittagong.  
“My teacher training consisted of three days at the end of 
Mittagong” admits Brian, “and then I was off to Port Adelaide for 
six months training-on-the-job with a Grade 4.”

Then followed Marcellin at the start of 1954, under the 
leadership of Brs Nilus and Ludovic. Br Eustace was appointed 
Brian’s mentor.

Brian talks of the workload: He had just turned 19, but faced 57 
youngsters in Grade 4 for the first few periods each day, followed 
by two periods of mathematics to Forms 2 and 3. Then a quick 
change from the soutane to street suit and Roman collar for a 
lunch-time dash on bus and train and tram to the Marists’ East 

Brunswick school for more mathematics classes in the afternoon. 
Once back in Camberwell it was tidying the playground, clearing 
the rubbish bins and digging in the veggie patch before dinner.

We learn of the early rises at 5:30am, 365 days per year, 
the endless prayers, the ever-present in-house discipline, 
the restraints imposed by the vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience. So, for 11 years not once did he get to sleep in his 
parents’ home, nor to enjoy such normalities as the celebration 
of his birthday or even a lick of ice cream. Escaping each 
Saturday, however, to watch his beloved Dons and the great 
John Coleman, was a pleasure which he did manage.

For the first five years after the Novitiate Brian renewed 
his vows annually. Then eventually in 1959 came the BIG 
challenge: permanent commitment. At this stage he was 
stationed at Bendigo. Perhaps by chance or Providence, at this 
stage Brian had made the acquaintance of Jan in the local parish, 
and it was clear to him where his future lay. He shook hands 
with the Marists, with a farewell ex gratia of 100 pounds to face 
the world. He married Jan in 1961. They cherish their two 
children and 10 grandchildren.

He continued his teaching 
career at CBC Parade 
and St Kilda, and at Mercy 
Teachers’ College. He 
obtained higher degrees 
at RMIT, York University 
and La Trobe. And 
throughout all this, he has 
never dropped his physical 
exercise, initially in football 
and basketball, more 
recently on the tennis court 
and athletics track.

Now, you Canterbury 
Roaders reading this, be 
you septuagenarian or octogenarian, tremble as you read on: 
In tennis, Brian is the Australian 85+ singles champion, and 
holds the world title for the 85+ 80m hurdles. Coincidentally, 
in 2021 he also recorded world-best results for 85+ in each of 
high jump, long jump and triple jump.

REDISCOVERING  
BRIAN GREAVES
A MARCELLIN PIONEER AND AUSTRALIAN CHAMPION

Read the full story of Brian’s 
remarkable life, in his own 
words, here: 
www. marcellin.vic.edu.au/about-
marcellin/news-publications/
community-news-rediscovering-
brian-greaves/
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sharp word. For all that, I still liked him and more particularly I 
loved English. Jack, however, got the story wrong. I am Catholic 
– fair and square – but I was dirt poor and went to the state 
school. My primary state school teacher encouraged mum and 
dad to let me sit the entrance exam. I spanked that test and found 
myself at Camberwell. My love affair with Marcellin was underway!

I was baptised John, but Brother Aubrey would have none of 
that. There were way too many ‘Johns’ in the class of 50 kids. He 
renamed John Grant as “The General” and then moved through 
the half dozen Johns, renaming each of them until he reached me. 

“What is your name son?” he asked then stood stock still with 
his tongue parked on his top lip in contemplation. 

“John Pearce, Brother.”  

“No! You are Jack.” 

And so it was that a monk of great heart renamed me. I loved 
Brother Aubrey and later I tried to name a son after him. My 
wife - darling Anne of Our Ladies – would have none of that. 
She did, however, concede to one of our children being named 
Jerome. Anne thought Brother Jerome was the handsomest and 
kindest man she had ever seen other than her own dear dad.

The junior school was a wonderful place. It was a miniature 
Hogwarts and the wizards of teaching were the Marist Brothers. 
I loved the Chapel – not so much because it was a Holy place 
but because it was simply beautiful and so cool on a hot day. I 
also loved the “House” as we called it. One day I had been a bit 
of a goose and I needed a crack of the stick. So, I was sent to the 
House after the last period of the day. I don’t recall the cane - 
but I remember the paintings, Persian rugs and runners, polished 
wood and the absolutely delightful architecture and ambience. 

I owe my appreciation for indigenous people and my sense of 
‘country’ to the junior school. 

The sale and demolition of that campus stings me to this 
day. I stand with the Indigenous People and I understand the 
ache of loss when a sacred place is bowled over for dubious 
commercial reasons. I still miss the junior school. 

And then there was the senior school: huge acreage and 
imposing red brick buildings with views to the Yarra. It promised 
– and delivered - much! We loved the space and the almost 
country feel of Bulleen at that time. We witnessed the Great 
Flood and delighted in seeing hundreds of acres of water 
stretching from below our slope to the far-off Yarra. Robert 
Sartori claimed his place in Marcellin folk lore by swimming from 
the hockey nets out across the huge ovals. He was toasted on 
both sides by the Brothers, but you cannot undo ‘derring do’ 
and so Robert stands tall as a man of action! 

WHERE ARE  
 THEY NOW?

P A S T  C O L L E G E
C A P T A I N S

JACK PEARCE
1972 Vice College Captain

Jack Pearce reflects from Fish Creek 
Preamble and VALE for Mark Rischin:

I had not expected to be sitting at my desk in an old house 
in Fish Creek writing a reflective essay on my 50 years since 
leaving Marcellin. The job should have fallen to Mark Rischin as 
School Captain - but sadly we lost Mark years ago. 

I was the runner up in the School Captain contest and so here 
I am offering a few memories and thoughts. First up, I need to 
speak of Mark. He was a fine-looking athletic type who was also 
good with school work. He wore his uniform well and he was 
well liked by everyone. He was a kind and well-mannered fellow. 
I counted him as a mate and in many classes I sat near him. 

Mark was quite clearly the better candidate but I gave him some 
strife in the very vigorous election campaign. They tell me that 
in addition to pulling a few votes for being a scallywag, I also 
won all the Our Lady’s girls’ votes …but there were too few of 
them to carry the day! Bad luck for Jack Pearce. And thus, the 
better bloke won.  

Mark and I continued to hang out and hold a good friendship. 
He dated my future sister-in-law and I one-time kissed his little 
sister just for the sheer fun of it. Neither of these episodes hurt 
our friendship. When we lost him, I was flattened. I could make 
no sense of the loss of a young man with so much talent and 
such a good heart. It just seemed wrong. Still does.

Now: To the he job at hand: Marcellin the maroon hurrah! 
Marcellin the blue hurrah! 

So… fifty years since I left Marcellin… I am very pleased to offer 
a few words about the school that shaped my life for the better. 
I want to thank the teachers that fitted me with a moral compass 
and delivered me into the world as a happy and optimistic man.

Jack Hoysted once called me the only non-Catholic to go to Marcellin. 
It was a snippy comment. But Jack was half handy at offering a 

Other moments of legend include the way Marcellin lads won the hearts of a good few 
OLMC girls. It was generally conceded that the men of Marcellin were altogether more 
dashing than the poor prisoners up the road at Parade. Dressed in opportunity shop 
grandpa suits, we used to arrive at OLMC dancing to Eagle Rock and doing Ross Wilson 
imitations. Dressed in such a manner I won the Mr OLMC title! I caught the eye of Anne 
Callahan. Anne was a graduate of the Legion of Mary and the perfect saintly teen age 
beauty. She broke more hearts than a can of cholesterol by just walking past. Gladly she 
thinned out the suitors and settled for me. Thus a Marcellin lad and an OLMC angel had the 
makings of some fine sparking - and fifty years later and five children to the good - we still 
live a happy and adventurous life.

Marcellin the maroon Hurrah! Marcellin the blue hurrah!Anne Pearce on tractor

ROBERT TOSCANO 
1975 College Captain

Let’s start with where Robert ended up at the pinnacle of his 
career: Managing Director of Honda Australia Motorcycles & 
Power Equipment Pty Ltd.

Now let’s find out how he got there…

Upon leaving Marcellin, Rob was accepted at Melbourne Uni where 
he studied science. However, his heart wasn’t really in it as he 
feels that he ended up here by default having studied the sciences 
at school and just following the expected path from there. Hence 

he didn’t perform very well. Meanwhile he had taken a holiday job in the warehouse at Honda over the Christmas holidays. Two years 
of study was enough for Rob so he went back to Honda full time starting as a clerk in the motor cycle department, and then as a sales 
rep, whereby he got to travel extensively. His career progressed over the years and he ended up getting involved in the car side of the 
business by the end of the 1980s. Rob progressed through the ranks and was promoted to the National Marketing Manager in the 90s.

The highlights and benefits of Rob’s career include an extensive amount of travel, clocking up at least 50 trips to Japan and another 50 
to Thailand as well as a number of trips to the USA, China, Europe and other countries. He also found it to be a lot of fun marketing 
the various products as there is such an interesting range available between the divisions of cars, motorcycles, marine products 
and many other products in the Honda stable. Being strong at maths and business subjects certainly assisted Rob with his career 
and enabled him to have a good insight into the business. The family also got to live in Sydney in the 1990s, and appreciated the 
opportunity while their children were still young.

Rob married in 1985 to Suzanne and they have been together for 38 years. They have three children (two girls and one boy) and 
one granddaughter.

In 2020 Rob decided to retire from his position as Managing Director of the Honda Motorcycle and Power Equipment division. 
Most managing directors in Honda hold the position for 3-5 years unless they are willing to move countries. Typically, most Honda 
managing directors around the world are Japanese so Robert is very proud to be one of a very small number of local managing 
directors in the Honda global organisation. 

Retirement is full and satisfying. Rob and Suzanne regularly babysit their granddaughter and Rob is finding that being ‘hands on’ is very 
satisfying. He admits that when his own children were young, he was often away travelling or working long hours and missed some of 
that time. They have recently built a house in Warranwood with a very large garden so Rob is enjoying a lot of gardening as well.

And for the past 15 years he has decided to reconnect with his Italian heritage researching his family tree and searching for 
information about the many branches of his family. He has his own website and has published a very well organised and impressive 
family tree which I’m sure many generations of Toscanos will thank him for. Further to this he and Suzanne are learning Italian and 
Rob has applied for and got Italian citizenship. They hope to travel overseas again soon visiting Italy and even though Rob has been 
to Japan 50 times, Suzanne is yet to go, so that is also on the cards, and would enable Rob to catch up with the Japanese friends he 
made while working for Honda.

Rob still sees a few men from his years at Marcellin and holds good memories of his time here. He regrets nothing and is proud to 
say he is an Old Collegian, sending his son Nick (’06) here as well.
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1972 – Jack Pearce and Mark Rischin 1977 – Run

1978 – Commerce Staff

1978 – Adrian Collins

GERARD KEITH 
1977 College Captain

In the late 1970s, a popular band called Dave Warner and the 
Suburban Boys had a hit called I am just a Suburban Boy. Back 
then I could resonate with the song and 40 years later I can still 
resonate with the title.

A brief overview of this suburban boy’s life.

I finished HSC in 1977. The following year I went to Melbourne 
University to study commerce and later law. I completed both 
courses. In 1984, I entered the seminary and was ordained a 
diocesan priest in 1991.

I was appointed as Assistant Priest to St John’s, Mitcham and 
then Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Sunbury. I then spent a couple of 
years studying in Rome. 

On my return I was appointed parish priest of three Parishes 
in Geelong. Apart from the normal parish duties, the role was 
to consolidate the three parishes into one unit because of the 
declining numbers of priests available for ministry. After a long 
and evolutionary process the three parishes were effectively 
amalgamated. I learnt that when people come together in 
partnership good, even great outreaches are possible that 
would not have otherwise occurred had the parishes remained 
working in isolation.

ADRIAN COLLINS 
1978 College Captain

What did you do immediately after finishing at Marcellin?

After Year 12 HSC 1978, I went straight to university and 
played a few seasons for the Eagles’ Football Club. Eventually,  
I completed arts and education degrees. Since about Year 10,  
I thought I’d try secondary teaching as a job. By 1982, a 
Graduate Diploma of Education (Secondary) had been 
established at the now defunct Mercy Primary Teachers’ 
College, Ascot Vale, so I declined a course offer from 
University of Melbourne with my general intention of teaching 
in the Catholic system and opted instead for the three 
methods training in English, History and Religious Education. 
However, I accepted an English teaching position at Carey 
Baptist Grammar School as a first-year graduate teacher to 
commence in 1983.

Where did this lead?

Guess what? Apart from teaching in England in 1987, I have 
been a full-time teacher at Carey for the past 40 years. 
Moreover, my two children Patrick (22) and Madeleine (20) 
completed their education at Carey from K–12. With Carey’s 
celebration of its centenary next year, I think it’s time for me to 
be placed in a glass case in archives! It’s the sign of the times 

that I am teaching an increasing number of children of past 
Carey students! 

What were your career highlights?
I taught for many years VCE and IB English, literature, 
philosophy, history, theory of knowledge and introduced the 
teaching of philosophy to Carey in 1996 when the International 
Baccalaureate was established.

I co-authored textbooks on grammar with my big brother Mark 
(HSC ’73) and gave talks with him on how to teach film,  
Shakespeare, and grammar to English teachers’ conferences 
around Australia for 30 years.

I was an external examiner in VCE and IB English and literature 
and continue to deliver guest lectures to Year 12 students on 
English texts.

In retirement and what does that involve?
I think 40 years is an appealing even number. Time to move on 
perhaps, but please not into “retirement”, rather into a natural 
next phase of discovery around further travel, reading, writing, 
hiking, and socialising with family, friends, and children.

Do you maintain friendships with any of your peer year?
I enjoy keeping up with a few mates from 1978, namely Steve 
McCarthy, Peter Dowling, Andy Cullinan on Sunday walks 
along the Yarra Trail. Afterwards, we manage to solve most 
AFL club issues and political problems over too many coffees 
and laughs.

Legacy of Marcellin on your life?
I appreciated the egalitarian and community spirit from late 
1970s Marcellin and that the ethical thing to do is care for family 
and others, especially the less fortunate. Moreover, the Marists 
endorsed the Vatican II call to openness with innovative and 
student prepared liturgy led by young chaplain Father Michael 
Elligate at St Clément’s, Bulleen.

After 15 years in Geelong, I was appointed to Kings Park (St 
Albans West). The parish is blessed with a rich multicultural 
congregation from all parts of the world- Asia, Africa, Malta, 
India, Pacific Islands, Latin America, etc. In our parish primary 
school there are children from over 30 different countries.

The life and work of the suburban parish priest is mixed and varied. 
I would like to provide a few of the experiences of this week. 

At the Saturday night mass a couple presented their 4-day old 
baby to the community - a lovely Latin American custom. There 
was, rightly no shortage of oohs and applause for the baby and 
his parents. Later that night, I met with a family to prepare for 
the funeral of their still born son, Keanu. A few days later the 
family and friends and I gathered at the cemetery to bury Keuna 
in his white, shoe box size coffin - heartbreaking.

On the Sunday Elrich a Catholic originally from India married 
Thuong a Buddhist from Vietnam. The wedding was a delightful 
celebration of not only the couple’s love for each other but a 
testimony that love bridges cultural, ethnic and religious divides.

Today I am heading off to preside at a mass with Year 8 students from 
the local Catholic secondary college. I anticipate that these students 
are going to be as “enthusiastic” as my class was back in the 1970s. 

Over the years, what has slowly seeped into my DNA is that 
life events, even in the suburbs are the places where God is 
encountered or a least provide an invitation to look Godward. 
The temptation is to see God’s domain only in great cathedrals, 
places of pilgrimages and on remote mountain tops. I have been 
to such places and there is truth that these can be extraordinary 
encounters but they do not have a monopoly. For mine, I 
am learning that there is a sacredness in the ordinary and an 
ordinariness in the sacred. 

I have found the regular and ongoing practice of Christian meditation 
helpful in coming to the realisation of this profound truth.

As I look back I do so with a deep sense of gratitude for having a 
Marcellin College education. I am grateful for the foundation to 
life that Marcellin - the staff, my mates and the opportunities that 
has been given to this suburban boy!
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M A R I O  M A R S O N 
& A N T H O N Y  B O R T O L O T T O
Which town in Italy are you family from?
MARIO: My parents were from Prata di Pordenone in Friuli, in 
the north eastern corner of Italy.
ANTHONY: My father is from Prata di Pordenone in Friuli, in the 
north eastern part of ltaly. My mothers parents are from Yarazze, 
in the north western part of ltaly.

What work were your family involved in?
MARIO: My father and mother came from agricultural backgrounds. 
My father’s family share farmed and my mother’s family were 
landowners. We know we go back many generations. My 
grandfathers were farmers and made their own wine for the family 
table and my mother’s grandfather was winemaker for the local 
padrone in the early 20th century.
ANTHONY: Both my father’s and mother’s family were involved 
in farming.

What year did they immigrate to Australia?
MARIO: My father Giuseppe left Pordenone soon after he and 
my mother Grazia married in 1951. Mum followed soon after and 
arrived in 1952 to the house that my dad and his brother Carlo 
had bought in Napier Street, Fitzroy.

ANTHONY: My maternal grandfather left ltaly in 1911 and went 
to work in California. He returned to ltaly but was not happy with 
the government at the time after WW I and so came to Australia. 
My maternal grandmother arrived in 1931. They were married at 
St lgnatius, Richmond after my grandfather picked her up from the 
port and then as a married couple settled on a property in Lower 
Plenty. My mother was born 12 months later. My grandfather 
then purchased a larger farm in Eltham and grew vegetables for 
market. My father left ltaly and came to Melbourne when he was 
18 years of age. lt was 1946 and he lived with his uncle and cousins 
in White Avenue, Kew. A few years later, after their mother (my 
grandmother) had died, his siblings also came to Australia and 
joined my father in Melbourne. My father and his cousin used to 
go to Eltham and buy artichokes from my grandfather and this is 
where my father and mother met.

Did your whole family come to Australia or are relatives 
still there and who?
MARIO: The Marson family is split between Italy, Argentina and 
Australia. My father joined his brother Carlo here in 1950 and 
his younger sister Natalina, arrived when I was 3 in 1957. I called 
her ‘la zia dalla barca grande’ – the aunty from the big ship. One 
brother migrated to Argentina and another brother and four 
sisters remained in Italy. Two sisters are still alive in Friuli. 

In the 1950s two families from the same village in Italy, Prata di Pordenone in Friuli, made the big decision to 
immigrate to Australia. The Marson and Bortolotto families arrived in Australia in the early 1950s and lived  
in the same area of Melbourne forging strong family connections which thrive today, three generations later.  
Along with Bernie Romanin’s family (one of Anthony’s best friends to this day) and other Italians these friendships 
were formed through the Furlan Club, the Veneto Club, Marcellin College and work. Read on to discover more…

We catch up daily with all of the cousins through Whatsapp.  
The pinging starts for Italy in the early afternoon, followed by 
Argentina late into the night. My mother was from a much smaller 
family than the Marsons. One brother settled in Argentina and 
the other brother remained in Italy with his parents. We regularly 
catch up with those in Italy and Argentina, and family visits outside 
of COVID times are always a real highlight.
ANTHONY: My father’s siblings all immigrated to Australia after 
the early deaths of both their father and mother. A few cousins still 
live in northern ltaly but since my father’s death, we haven’t kept 
in contact. My mother’s family is still in ltaly with cousins living on 
the same land owned by my maternal grandmother’s family.

L-R Anthony Bortolotto, Mario Marson, Mike Gaffney,  
Bernie Romanin 2020

Why did your family decide to immigrate and why Australia?
MARIO: Movement of Friulani around Europe and the world has 
been common over the centuries often due to their unique, artisan 
skills but the greatest migration occurred after World War II.  
After World War II times were very tough in Friuli as the society 
and economy recovered. Economically it was difficult for the 
Marson family with nine children, so my father Giuseppe came 
to Australia to join his younger brother Carlo. He applied for 
Argentina and Australia – but it was the latter that responded first – 
so here we are! Mum and dad were married in April 1951 in Prata 
and dad left for Australia a month later. His brother Carlo was here 
already arriving as a seventeen year old in 1949. Grazia my mother 
stayed with the Marson family before joining dad, Giuseppe, in 
Melbourne in 1952. There are many questions I would have 
asked dad about what it was like when he arrived, but like many 
new arrivals, we assume he went to a boarding house in inner city 
Melbourne. Shortly after dad and his brother Carlo bought a house 
in Napier Street, Fitzroy where I was later born in 1954.
ANTHONY: After my paternal grandmother’s death and with my 
father already living in Australia, as too were many other relatives, 
his brothers and sisters decided to join him. Post WW ll times 
in ltaly were very difficult and there were greater employment 
opportunities to be found in countries like Australia and America. 
My maternal grandparents decided to call Australia home, as 
work was available and they could buy land and property. My 
grandfather had purchased farmland in Eltham and settled there 
and raised a family of four girls. They were market gardeners until 
1974 when the land was leased to a share farm but my father kept 
a one acre plot and continued to grow artichokes. 

We give below the list of surnames present in Prato di Sopra in the 
second half of the eighteenth century

    Mario back left and Anthony back right

1974 Anthony Bortolotto 

Prato di Sopra circa 1900

1974 Anthony 
Bortolotto

1971 Mario Marson

1972 Mario Marson

THE ITALIAN  
CONNECTION
M A R S O N  A N D  B O R T O L O T T O  FA M I L I E S
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He supplied many ltalian social clubs like the Fogolar Furlan and 
Veneto Club with artichokes for their restaurants. ln 1981 the 
Eltham council compulsorily acquired the farm and it is now 
known as Barak Bushlands. A sign has been erected which 
describes the history of the land and acknowledges my mother’s 
family, the Bollas.

What work did your family find when they first arrived?
MARIO: My father Giuseppe worked as a concreter from before 
the 1956 Olympics. One of dad’s first jobs when he arrived was 
working with Marcello Bortolotto doing the concrete for the 
Olympic Village in West Heidelberg. He had his own business and 
continued do work in this field until retirement. My mother Grazia 
did domestic work and managed a motel. For the last 30 years of 
her life she worked at the Alexandra Club, interspersing full-time 
work into her late 70s with a busy social life of bocce, cards and 
committee work at the Furlan Club.
ANTHONY: My father, Marcellino, worked as a paving contractor 
and had his own business called Marcello Paving. He and his 
employees played a significant role in building of the 1956 Olympic 
Village out in West Heidelberg. Mario Marson’s dad worked 
with my father, as did my father’s brother-in-law and many other 
‘paesani’ (fellow Italians). At 15, my mother did an apprenticeship 
for a Collins Street fashion house and later plied her trade as a 
seamstress for a company called Your Expert Service until it ceased 
operations. She saw out her career as a dressmaker working from 
home and focussed on bridal gowns and accessories.

What is the connection between the Bortolotto, Marson 
and Romanin families heritage wise?
MARIO: All the families came from the north-eastern region of Friuli. 
I think the Bortolotto family came from Prata di Pordenone also. 
They were all members of the Furlan Club in Thornbury which was 
a meeting place for migrants from Friuli, providing that first generation 
with much needed community connections. It really was like a family 
for us back in the 60s and 70s. Unlike most of that first generation 
who settled in the northern suburbs, the Marson and Bortolotto 
families all moved to Balwyn. My family moved from Fitzroy to 
Deepdene in 1956 settling in May Street. the Bortolotto family were 
around the corner in Monash Avenue, Balwyn.
ANTHONY: All three families came from the north east region of 
ltaly - Friuli. My father and Mario’s parents came from the same 
town, Prata de Pordenone, and Bernard’s family from further 
north. All three families were members of the Fogolar Furlan 
Club in Thornbury. My father was a committee-man and loved 
to play bocce (bowls). My mother was on the ladies committee 
and helped out along with Mario’s mum. My sister and I spent 
most weekends at the Club until the late 70s. My mum, sister and 
I also worked in the club’s restaurant and my sister and I played 
basketball and netball for Furlan teams. lt was truly a social club.

Did they all know each other back in Italy?
MARIO: I’m not 100% sure – but it’s very likely my father knew 
Marcello Bortolotto back in Italy as they were from the same 
village. We did not know the Romanins as they came from a village 
further north. Friuli is divided into those who live in the mountains and 
those who live on the flat plain. The dialect can even be different 
from village to village in the remote mountain areas!
ANTHONY: My family and the Marsons probably would have 
known each other, as the town of Prata is quite small. I do not 
think they knew the Romanins.

Did each family know the others were coming to Australia?
MARIO: I am not sure but as this was a time of chain migration 
from villages in Italy this is quite possible. But on arrival families 
became closely connected and were very much tied to their 
regional clubs – such as the Furlan or Veneto Clubs.
ANTHONY: l’m not certain, but once they became involved in the 
Fogolar Furlan Club the connection became quite strong.

Did the families maintain contact once here?
MARIO: There was a great deal of connection between the Furlan 
families, often through the Furlan Club which was set up in the late 
1950s. It operated as a kind of extended family for the first generation 
of migrants. Also, my mother did domestic duties for the Erlich family 
who lived next door to the Bortolotto family in Balwyn. They also 
met socially at homes together and at “the Club” of course where 
they played bocce, cards and enjoyed meals and social events 
together. The photos we have from this time are amazingly colourful.
ANTHONY: Absolutelyl Not only did we have the ltalian social club 
to allow us to connect to people from the same region of ltaly, 
we also lived very close to the Marson family. I was brought up in 
Balwyn and Mario in Deepdene. Despite going to different primary 
schools, we lived less than a kilometre apart and so we used to 
frequent each other’s home for get togethers, or simply for coffee.

Did each family know they were sending their sons to 
Marcellin?
MARIO: Yes, they would have known this as the parents would 
have discussed this at the time. I attended OLGC until Grade 3 
and then went to Marcellin on Canterbury Road, Camberwell. 
I think I was one of the small number of students with an Italian 
background at Marcellin in the early 1960s. By the time I finished 
at Bulleen in the 1970s it was harder to spot the non-Italians!
ANTHONY: From the time I was born, I was enrolled at 
Marcellin. I first started school at St Anne’s East Kew and then 
in 1965 it was off to Marcellin in Camberwell, as a Grade 3 
student. The enrolment at the Canterbury Road campus was 
predominantly made up of students with an English/lrish heritage 
and there weren’t many Italians amongst us. ln the late 60s early 
70s many ltalians were moving into the newer estates that were 
cropping up in Bulleen and l am sure the presence of the Veneto 
Club was the drawcard. ln Year 12 there was a much larger 
percentage of Marcellin students who had an ltalian background 
and I was very proud to have been one of them.

Editors Note: Currently Mario and his daughter 
Madeleine own and run the beautiful Vinea 
Marson in Heathcote, Victoria. Well worth a  
trip to visit, sample the wines and perhaps  
some lunch. It’s like a little piece of Italy in 
central Victoria.

The Bortolotto farm

FRANK  
VAN DEN BOOM

O L D  C O L L E G I A N ’ 7 1  A N D
P A S T  T E A C H E R

A bundle of energy and enthusiasm is what hits you on meeting Frank 
for the first time. He’s wearing a hat with a band of music around the 
rim and is keen to share his life experiences over a coffee. Frank has 
had a varied and interesting one and is still going at a million miles an 
hour fitting everything in.

But let’s go back to the beginning of his story:

Frank commenced at Marcellin College in Year 7 
in 1966. His family were transitioning from full-
time dairy farmers in Gippsland and had moved 

to Melbourne where they were share farming. Their 
herd of dairy cows spent time grazing on the paddocks 
which were to become Trinity’s sports fields and the 
Veneto Club. Frank would ride to school every day on 
his horse leaving it tethered to the fence near the oval, 
then after school would round up the cows and herd 

them up Bulleen Road to the cowshed for milking. Occasionally the cows escaped onto 
Marcellin’s ovals and the whole school would hear: “Van Den Boom get your cows off 
the oval” over the loudspeaker. Frank would cop occasional abuse from frustrated drivers 
when guiding the herd of approximately 100 cows down Bulleen Road after morning 
milking in peak hour traffic on his way to school.

As many of our Old Collegians of this era do, Frank has very fond memories of teachers 
such as Al Parkin, Vin Egan, Tony Box and Brother Eugene O’Dwyer.

Frank completed his schooling at Marcellin in 1972, heading off to La Trobe University where 
he studied agricultural science. He married early (in his 2nd year of university), and he and his 
wife Maree entered parenthood with twins followed by two more children later. They have 
been married for almost 48 years and now take immense pleasure in their nine grandchildren.

After finishing university, work in the agricultural field was difficult to find, so not needing 
a DipEd in those days to teach, Frank headed back to Marcellin and taught for eight years 
in the maths / science faculty completing his diploma part time in his first two years. One 
experience he recalls was taking 32 Year 9 boys to the back of Licola in the High Country 
with fellow teacher Marisa Bortolotto where the boys got to experience the joys of 
hiking, camping and canoeing. There’s no way that would happen these days.

School Prefect 1971

    Van Den 
Boom get  
your cows  
off the oval

Frank with his animals in front of Marcellin
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2011 Frank Van Den Boom with Dhalinybuy-Older students

Frank loved computers and with the support of then principal Steve Bugg, he was given 
free rein to introduce computers to the school in the late 70s. Some students took the 
opportunity to study computer programming and computer science with Frank and in 
some random meetings in the following decades, indicated how this had inspired them to 
go on to study and work in IT. 

The IT world became Frank’s specialty. He ended up being heavily involved in IT and 
eventually wrote timetabling software which the school used. This was then packaged up 
to sell with encouragement from school leaders and Frank ended up marketing and selling 
his software program to secondary schools around Australia.

Frank left Marcellin in 1985 to teach IT in various other Catholic schools and then left 
teaching to join BHP in the late 80s. He worked in the IT division, initially in technical 
roles involving networks and eventually progressed to various middle management roles 
including IS Manager for BHP Corporate.

In 2001, Frank chose to leave the corporate world and return to teaching. First, at 
Mazenod College and then ‘home’ to Marcellin as an IT teacher and maths coordinator in 
2003 / 2004. The next period saw him doing stints at Aquinas, Whitefriars and Our Lady 
of Mercy College (OLMC).

In 2011, Frank worked for the NT Education Department in a group of Indigenous 
homeland schools in East Arnhem. This time was an amazing experience and truly a 
highlight in Frank’s working life.

As well as supporting IT across nine homeland schools, Frank was the teacher of the 
‘older’ students (11-18 years of age) in Dhalinybuy Homeland School. Another colleague 
worked with the little ones (4-10 years of age).

At the start of the week he and his colleague would drive or fly the 150 kms to their 
homeland school and basically live on the veranda for the week, teaching in the classroom 
during the day, and sleeping in a mossie-dome on the veranda at night. It was a very simple 
existence with no TV or mobile phones. On weekends he would head back to their allocated 
house in Yirrkala and spend the weekend with his wife, Maree, who worked as a child 
protection social worker and had her own communities that she had to visit in her role. 

Teaching in the homeland involved very 
basic literacy (ESL) and numeracy and 
required Frank to work closely with an 
Indigenous teacher appointed by the 
homeland community. This was a valuable 
partnership where Frank and his Indigenous 
colleague brought very different sets of skills 
required to deliver a relevant and engaging 
program for the homeland students.

Many of the homeland schools were very 
basic, some with no electricity and only pit 
toilets. Classrooms were generally small 
and cluttered and not always conducive to 
effective learning in hot, humid conditions 
without fans or air-conditioners. 

In his time there Frank engaged the children 
by providing them with many different 
learning opportunities including teaching 
guitar and singing. Playing sport like football 
and softball on the homeland airstrip 
provided a big outlet for students and Frank 
enjoyed participating in that. 

Frank even brought his computer expertise 
to the homelands installing XO computers 
(low cost, robust computers designed for 
use in poorer remote communities around 
the world) which were funded by a global 
philanthropic project called ‘OLPC’ (one 
laptop per child). On many evenings after 
school had finished, the students would 

remain on the veranda to take advantage of 
the very slow internet access that had only 
become available at the start of that year. 
Students were so excited and learned so 
much from this opportunity and would hang 
around for as long as they could, often as 
late as 8:30pm.

Frank and Maree very reluctantly left 
Arnhem Land after 12 months as 
circumstances back home resulted in a 
shorter visit than the three years originally 
planned. The community were so grateful 
for the time and effort they had both 
contributed in their time there. While Frank 
felt very unsettled for a year or two, he 
headed back to Catholic secondary teaching 
at OLMC in 2012 and completed his 
teaching career at Melbourne High in 2019, 
retiring at the end of that year.

Frank has always loved the guitar. He aims 
to practice most days and continues to play 
semi-professionally at every opportunity.  
He has also been building custom guitars for 
the past 15 years.

Prior to Covid he and Maree loved to travel 
throughout Australia with their off-road van 
and are members of a 4WD Club. Frank 
also gets great joy from spending time with 
his grandchildren.

Frank with fellow teacher at Dhalinybuy home

Frank in an ESL Lesson in Song

            At the start of the week 
he and his colleague would 
drive or fly the 150 kms to 

their Homeland School and 
basically live on the veranda 

for the week. 

Cows transversing the flooded grounds
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April 2022

OLD COLLEGIANS LUNCH  
This year’s lunch was opened up to any Old Collegian who has been out of the College for more than 30 years. Previously it was targeted 
at those who had attended the Canterbury Road premises. So we were very happy to welcome many new faces to this special day.  
Some of our guests had not returned to the College in 50+ years and it was quite moving to witness their emotions at reconnecting. 
We also had a table of ‘youngies’ from 1982 attending and we hope to see these men again at their 40th Reunion later in the year. 
Our guest speaker Stan O’Loughlin was very entertaining and provided many laughs as he reminisced about Marcellin times and his career 
as an orthopaedic surgeon. Put this occasion in your diaries for 2023 and come and enjoy the special atmosphere and vibe!

CLASS OF 1981 
FORTY YEAR 
REUNION  
Having postponed this event from  2021, 
we had a very enthusiastic cohort ready 
to celebrate their time both here at 
Marcellin and the ensuing years. After a 
tour of the College led by Deputy Principal 
Nick Moloney, guests convened at The 
Manningham Club next door in a private 
room and spent the evening catching up 
with each other. Name tags were definitely 
needed and there was a lot of excitement 
as people recognised each other.

CLASS OF 1971  F IFTY YEAR REUNION
Again this reunion had to be postponed from 2021 which has given this cohort plenty of 
time to find many ‘missing’ people. The guests enjoyed a tour of the College followed 
by a sit down lunch in the Functions Room. Brian Cooney and Gerald Holmes emceed for 
the day and also entertained with stories from the past along with Michael Uniacke, Peter 
Molloy, Al Parkin, Bernadette Walsh and Barry Slattery. These guests had a wonderful 
time enjoying each others company and have planned to get together again in five years time.

March 2022

BUSINESS NETWORK 
BREAKFAST 
Another successful Business Network breakfast was held in March. 
We welcomed back many regulars and were pleased to see so 
many new faces join us. This is a great way of becoming involved 
with the College if you don’t have time for volunteering during 
school days. It is also a wonderful way of supporting other 
Marcellin businesses. One of the breakfast highlights is the one 
minute ‘spruiks’ delivered by five invited guests. And of course we 
thank Xavier Csar our guest speaker, and past parent, who spoke 
on leadership, TAFE and changing careers during one’s working life.
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A N  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  A N N I E  M C N A M A R A , 
L E A R N I N G  L E A D E R  ( D E S I G N  T E C H N O L O G Y )A N  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  

P H I L L I P  K A M A Y,  
D I R E C T O R  O F  S T U D E N T S

When did you start at Marcellin? 
2019

What did you do prior to commencing at 
Marcellin?  
Taught in Queensland high schools for 11 years, lectured at a 
university for three years and taught in the UK for three years.

However, before I was a teacher, I had several careers. 
I made and designed props for underwater film and TV 
(Pinewood Studios), personal trainer, scuba/First Aid instructor, 
commercial diver/medic/inspector. My experience as a 
commercial diver allowed me to design the helmets for films. 

What are your thoughts about the Marcellin 
Community? 
Marcellin is a unique family that supports one another.

What are your biggest challenges / highlights  
right now? 
Regrouping after the pandemic. Excited about the direction the 
Design Technology department is heading.

When you’ve retired, what will be your 
favourite Marcellin memories? 
The time my department caught fire and how the boys 
helped me with my poor AFL coaching.

What will your colleagues say about you 
when you‘ve left? 
Thank heavens!  Pocket Rocket and a clean freak.

Where is your favourite corner of Marcellin  
and why? 
The machine room in the tech department, because it’s in 
there that dreams are created. I can create so much in there.

Anything else that you would like to share …
This is my first all-boys school. I was worried at first thinking 
that behaviour was going to be crazy, but it’s turned out to 
be better than some of the co-ed schools I’ve taught in.

Where were you prior to Marcellin and what 
was your role there? 
Prior to returning this year, I held a position as Director of 
Campus at Caroline Chisholm Catholic College in Braybrook, 
where I oversaw the Year 7-9 boys campus.

How have you found the adjustment 
from a school in a completely different 
demographic?
I found the adjustment to Marcellin in 2016 very easy as 
I grew up in Eaglemont and was familiar with the school’s 
practice and community. After spending time in Melbourne’s 
western suburbs, I have gained a greater appreciation for 
our city’s multicultural diversity. Although I have found the 
needs of young people remain consistent across schools, 
certainly first-generation Australian’s require their school 
community to be extra mindful of their story.

During your previous time at Marcellin, what 
was your role?
I first joined Marcellin in 2016 as Faulkner House Leader, 
where I was privileged to lead the Falcons and work 
closely with many brilliant House captains.

What are your thoughts about the Marcelin 
Community?
The community ‘warmth’ is something that resonates in my 
thoughts. I still remember the first time a student thanked me 
at the end of my lesson (something that I haven’t experienced 
in other settings) and the friendly “G’day sir” as you move 
through the yard.

What are your biggest challenges / highlights 
right now?
I have too many highlights from my time at Marcellin to share 
every moment, but working with House Captains to animate 
our social justice projects with St Mary’s House of Welcome, 
the Patrick Cronin Foundation or International Women’s 
Day all stand in testament to the outstanding young people 
of Marcellin. As for challenges, every educator, student, and 
family will navigate the post-pandemic circumstances of our 
present and future. The significant role of schools as places of 
social connection, rather than institutions of knowledge has 
been magnified by our lockdowns and isolations.

When you’ve retired, what will be your favourite 
Marcellin memories?
Again, probably too many to remember but the Marist 
Solidarity Immersion to Cambodia would have to be one of 
the most memorable opportunities.

What will your colleagues say about you when 
you‘ve left?
Not sure I can write everything my colleagues would say but 
hopefully something about my passion and commitment to 
everything I did.

Where is your favourite corner of Marcellin  
and why?
I love the seating around the Bray Oval, as it provides an 
opportunity to students doing things they love and moments 
for connection with parents and students.
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We acknowledge our Old Collegians who are the recipients 
of Australia’s highest honours and recognise their wonderful 
contribution to the community in their areas of expertise. If you 
have, or know anyone who has an award story to share, please get 
in touch with us.

 

HONOURS

AUSTRALIA DAY AND QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY

R E C O G N I T I O N  
O F  H I G H E S T

2012 JACK BLAYNEY    
(Alumnus 1973) 

APM for services to the Victorian community
Jack commenced at Marcellin in 1972 in Year 11. He has very fond memories from his 
Marcellin days and is still good friends with his cohort of schoolmates. Jack entered the 
police force as a new constable in 1975 pushing his way through the ranks to Victorian 
Assistant Police Commissioner in 2011. Jack spent many years working undercover with the 
drug squad including the Purana taskforce during the Melbourne gangland killings. Jack also 
worked with Project Clarendon to establish crime desks as well as overseeing divisions in 
metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria. Jack retired from Victoria Police in 2019 and 
currently works as a government appointed consultant.

2020 BILL O’SHEA     
(Alumnus 1964) 

AM for significant service to 
the legal profession and to the 
community
Bill commenced at Marcellin Canterbury 
Road in 1961 in Year 9, moving to Bulleen 
for Years 11 and 12. Bill has a deep 
appreciation for the Marist Brothers and 
their dedication to education and providing 
opportunities for working class boys.  
After completing Year 12, Bill enrolled in a 
science degree, majoring in mathematics, 
going on to do his DipEd and teach 
mathematics before taking on a law degree 
in 1970, while he was teaching full time 
with three children under five. In 1983 Bill 
was invited to become a ministerial adviser 
and speechwriter for the then premier, 
John Cain and resumed his legal career in 
1987 going on to become partner for Hunt 

FERGUS (GUS) MCLACHLAN      
(Alumnus 1981) 

2008 – AM for exceptional service 
to the Australian Defence Force as 
the Commanding Officer of the 1st 
Armoured Regiment; Operations 
Officer on Headquarters Joint 
Task Force 633 during operation 
CATALYST; Acting Director of 
Operations – Army; Directors of 
Office Career Management Army, 
and as the Commander Career 
Management Army

2018 – AO for distinguished 
service in the appointments of 
Head Modernisation and Strategic 
Plans – Army, Commander 
Forces Command and significant 
contributions to the Australian 
Army and modernisation as part 
of the Australian Defence for 
Australia’s interest
Major General (Retired) Gus McLachlan 
commenced at Marcellin in 1976 in Year 
7 and after completing Year 12 in 1981, 

entered Royal Military College, Duntroon 
graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in 
1985. His distinguished military career 
spanned for 37 years where he served 
on deployments in Syria, Lebanon and 
Iraq and on exchange with the US Marine 
Corps and then on to Australia’s only Army 
Tank Regiment. Gus’ senior appointments 
saw him seconded to Federal Parliament 
as Defence Adviser to the Joint Standing 
Committee and Chief of Staff of the 
Defence Force. He also represented 
Australia in the Pentagon where he 
worked on the first review of the Obama 
Administration. On return from the US 
in 2009 he assumed command of the 
Army’s 1st mechanised Brigade in Darwin 
and then three years as the Commander 
of the 1st Brigade where the Brigade 
deployed personnel for operational service 
in Afghanistan, Timor and the Solomon 
Islands. In 2014 Gus returned from 
Afghanistan to take on the role of Head of 
Joint Capability Coordination. Today Gus 
works in the private sector as Executive 
General Manager People for Boral.

2017 KEVIN MAHONY (dec)  
(Alumnus 1958) 

AM for significant services to law and the judiciary in Victoria,  
to education and to professional legal bodies
Kevin commenced at Marcellin in Grade 5 in 1951. He is remembered by his  
classmates as a quiet, well-behaved, studious boy with a keen interest in Australian 
politics. He completed his matriculation in 1958 and entered Law School at the 
University of Melbourne. After graduation and a couple of years as an articled clerk and 
solicitor, Kevin became a barrister in 1966, a role he pursued until 1983 when he was 
appointed Senior Master of the Supreme Court of Australia, a role he filled for the next 
29 years until his retirement in 2012. In 2008 he was appointed The Associate Judge 
who is the Senior Master. Kevin sadly passed away in 2019 and is fondly remembered 
by his peers.

2016 DR BRIAN SPAIN  
(Almnus 1979) 

AM for significant service to medicine in the discipline of anaesthesia, as 
a clinician, to healthcare standards, and to professional medical bodies
Brian and all his four brothers attended Marcellin College between the years of 1964  
and 1981. Brian commenced in Grade 5 in 1972 and completed HSC in 1979.  
He went on to study medicine, later specialising in anaesthetics. Along with practicing 
as an anaesthetist, Brian is currently the Director of Anaesthesia,  
Co-Director of Surgery and Critical Care at the Royal Darwin Hospital and the  
Mission Team Leader for Australian Medical Assistance Teams to Asia-Pacific in 
response to health emergencies following earthquake, typhoon, measles epidemic  
and Covid outbreaks.

& Hunt. Bill has worked with Australian 
companies in the emerging China market, 
was elected president of the Law Institute 
of Australia and became the first General 
Counsel at Alfred Health and later on 
launched a similar office at the Arts 
Centre Melbourne. Currently Bill chairs 
the College of Law Victoria, the board 
of a company that operates the research 
animal facility at The Alfred and the Law 
Institute committee that deals with elder 
law issues. And, if that’s not enough, Bill 
has held a one-hour segment on ABC 
radio every Tuesday night at 8pm. 
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2021 DR PETER GRANT   
(Alumnus 1970) 

OAM for services to 
gynaecological oncology
Marcellin’s most recent recipient has 
recently re-connected with the College 
through his fifty-year reunion. After 
graduating from Marcellin in 1970, Peter 
went on to study medicine at Melbourne 
University, going on to specialise in 
obstetrics and gynaecology, spending three 
years in Canada doing a training fellowship 
in gynaecological oncology. On return 
to Australia in 1988, Peter held senior 
positions as Deputy Head of Department 
at Royal Hospital Sydney where he was 
looked upon as a doyen as well as Head of 
Department at Mercy Hospital Melbourne. 
Peter was also an outstanding athlete, 
competing in the 1976 Montreal Olympics.

2016 DR BERNIE CRIMMINS      
(Alumnus 1974) 

OAM for service to medicine and 
to men’s health awareness 
Bernie is an institution at Marcellin.  
He is one of four brothers, three of  
whom attended Marcellin College.  
Bernie completed Year 12 in 1974 and 
went on to Melbourne University to  
study medicine, graduating in 1980.  
He completed his clinical years as an 
intern and junior residency at St Vincent’s 
Melbourne and then entered general 
practice in 1983 where he has worked  
in the City of Manningham since, currently 
at the Manningham General Practice. 
Bernie is a life member of the Hawthorn 
Football Club and was the club doctor 
there for 15 years. Bernie maintains a 
strong connection with Marcellin as a 
life member of both the Old Collegians’ 
Football and Cricket Clubs and his 
long-term involvement with the Baldies 
(Marcellin Bald Eagles Football Club) 
where he played for many years. He is 
a dedicated advocate for men’s health 
and has spent much time over the years 
volunteering for the cause.  

2017 PROFESSOR PETER 
MCDONALD  
(Alumnus 1974) 

AM for significant service 
to medicine in the field of 
heart transplantation and 
cardiovascular research and to 
medical education
Peter started at Marcellin in 1965 in Grade 
5. He was a gifted student and performed 
well in his HSC in 1972 after which he 
entered Melbourne University Medical 
School. His student clinical years were 
done at the Austin Hospital where he 
also became a Resident Medical Officer 
and subsequently entered the Physician 
Training program there, majoring in 
cardiology. In 1988 he was sent to Sydney 
to check out the Heart Transplant Unit  
run by the famous Dr Victor Chang.  
They were so impressed with Peter in 
Sydney that they offered him a fellowship 
in Transplant Cardiology in 1989 where he 
has stayed since. Today Peter is conjoint 
Professor of Medicine in the University 
of NSW, senior staff cardiologist in the 
Cardiopulmonary Transplant Unit at St 
Vincent’s Hospital Sydney and co-head of 
the Transplantation Research Laboratory at 
the Victor Chang Research Institute. 

AUSTRALIA DAY AND QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY  
RECOGNITION OF HIGHEST HONOURS

✃

 

S T .  M A R C E L L I N  C H A M P A G N A T  B U R S A R Y  F U N D

THANK YOU! A huge thank you to our very generous donors thus far in 2022. These donations will assist 
our financially disadvantaged students and the bursary fund to give the opportunity of a Marcellin College education 
to those who may otherwise not be able to attend the College.

St Marcellin believed we need to look after the young, especially 
the most neglected and the poor. By this, we offer a way to break 
the cycle of poverty and provide opportunities of hope. For so 
many boys in the surrounding catchment, an education at Marcellin 
College would not be possible. This is where the assistance of the  
St Marcellin Champagnat Bursary Fund can provide this 
opportunity. To continually offer these opportunities, we rely on the 
remarkable and generous support of our Marcellin community.

We invite you to consider one of the following ways  
to give: 

• Lavalla Giving Circle. We invite you to consider a bequest, 
or gift-in-will. This is one of the most meaningful gifts you can give 
another. No matter what the size, your gift will assist families in 
need who otherwise would not be able to afford an education at 
Marcellin College.

• Major Donors Program. In 2019, we successfully launched 
our Major Donors Program. You are invited to join this generous 
group of people to provide the gift of education.

• One-off / Recurrent Donation. An option to give that suits 
your circumstance, we invite you to make a donation that suits 
you. It might be $10 per fortnight, $50 per month or a once-off 
donation. All the contributions, no matter how small, add to the 
bigger picture and will make a huge difference!

If you would like to discuss any of these options, please 
call the Marcellin Community Office on (03) 9851 1589. 

All donations are tax deductible and comef knowing that your 
generosity keeps the work of St Marcellin Champagnat alive.

Feel free to fill out the slip below and return it by mail to:  
Marcellin Community Office. 160 Bulleen Road, Bulleen VIC 3105

Old Collegians Football club

Gerry Sexton

Robert Doyle

Anthony Naughton

Tony Wyatt

Franz Tursi

Mark and Lynne Rice

Albert Dinelli

Tim Holland

John Walsh

If you would like to join these people in giving the gift of education, please see below.

  OPTION A  One-off gift of $ ____________________

  OPTION B  Regular instalment of $ ____________________

  weekly    fortnightly     monthly 

 Commencing ____ /____ /____ ____  (please ensure you write a commencement date)

  OPTION C  Leaving a gift-in-will to the Lavalla Giving Circle
 Please call the Community Office on (03) 9851 1589                     

Credit Card No.          
 

     
 

     
  

     

Cardholder’s Name __________________________________  Expiry Date ____ /____ 
 All donations are tax deductible.

✓ Yes! I would like to support the St Marcellin Champagnat Bursary Fund.

CHEQUE: Return this slip with cheque payable to Marcellin College Foundation Ltd. | CREDIT CARD: Provide credit 
card details below | IN PERSON: Call (03) 9851 1589 to make a donation over the phone or to discuss bequests.

Name                                                               Email                                                                   

Address                                                                                                                                      

Please return completed slip to Marcellin College, Community Office, 160 Bulleen Road, Bulleen VIC 3105
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A COLLABORATIVE ART WORK FROM 2019 YEAR 8 ART – TEACHER SALLY-ANNE BRISTOW


