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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL
Choosing which subjects to study can be a difficult task, particularly
if you are unclear about what career path you may want to pursue.
Here is a tip: the most important thing to choosing subjects is that
choose subjects you think you will enjoy and will be good at.
At Marcellin College, our curriculum provides a holistic education that
aims to engage and challenge students academically, whilst developing
a strong sense of curiosity and social conscience.
Our broad educational opportunities encourage students to discover
and pursue individual interests and pathways, but also equip them with
essential thinking and communication skills; essential skills required of
them post-schooling, as they move into an everchanging society.
To make the most of your senior years at Marcellin College, ones that are productive,
enjoyable and set you up for future success, your subject choices should:
• reflect possible career pathways you may choose to follow
• consider pre-requisite subjects for any courses you may wish to undertake
• ensure a breadth of subjects that will maximise the options open to you
• reflect the subjects you enjoy and the ones that you are good at
• challenge you to make the most of your capabilities
• allow you to enjoy what you are studying
• offer a range of study options that are manageable.
I encourage you to seek information, guidance, and support from all avenues
available to you through this subject selection process.
Use your Personal Plan forms to assist you, talk to those around you, especially
your parents and teachers; be inquisitive. If you know someone who has an
interesting job, ask them what they did to get there. It is very important that you
make your decision based on what is best for you. Do not decide based on what
your friends intend to do. There are some steps to follow that will help you with
your decisions around subject selection. Be sure to follow them.
I wish you all the very best with your subject selection and study here at
Marcellin College.
Marco Di Cesare
Principal
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INTRODUCTION
Entering into Year 11 and 12 is an
important milestone for students.
The final two years of secondary education are all about preparing students for
tertiary study and career options, training and/or employment. While Year 11 and
12 are not without their challenges, these significant years provide students with a
fantastic opportunity to prepare for future success in their chosen fields.
At Marcellin College students are able to tailor a personalized VCE program,
selecting from a large variety of VCE units, VET courses and, potentially, university
studies. This guide is designed to support students and families to make informed
choices about selecting the appropriate courses and programs of study.

The 2023 Course Guide comprises:
• an overview of the program options at Years 11 and 12
• a section for each learning area describing in detail the subject offerings
• information on equivalent Year 11 and 12 program choices such as the VCE
Vocational Major (VM) and Vocational Education and Training (VET)
• information on University Acceleration Studies which students may undertake
during Year 12.

If students have any questions about their program, or selecting
subjects in Years 11 and 12, they can:
•
•
•
•

speak to their Pastoral Leader or subject teachers,
email the Learning Area Leaders,
email the VCE Coordinator or Director of Learning Culture (Years 9-12), or
speak with the College’s Careers Counsellors.
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CHOOSING YOUR
2023 COURSES
What should you
consider in choosing
your 2023 courses?

It is not advisable, at this stage, to close your mind to
possibilities, saying: “I know what subjects I’m doing next
year”. Instead, think about a broad course. The flexibility
of the VCE encourages all students to take a variety of
studies, while providing them with the ability to specialise
in a particular area. You may decide to specialise in Music
studies or Language studies or Science studies, but it is
very important that you also be able to prepare for a wide
variety of career options. Don’t choose subjects that may
limit or narrow your choices.

Choose subjects that:

Prior Learning

You enjoy and that interest you

You will find that many studies in this guide
indicate subjects under a sub heading
called prior learning. Experience shows
that students perform better if they have
appropriate background learning. Prior
learning indicates the subjects students
should have completed to be ready to
achieve in their chosen study.

Most students perform better in these subjects. Beware
of choosing subjects because you have heard about the
impact of scaling in calculating the ATAR, this is of no
benefit if you do not perform well in the subject you choose.

You are good at
You should consider the results you are achieving in your
Year 10 and Year 11 subjects as a guide. It is difficult to
‘improve’ as you progress to more senior levels with more
challenging subject content. If your results in a particular
subject in Year 10 or Year 11 are low you will find higher
levels in the subject harder and more difficult to grasp the
concepts. So, choose carefully.

Reflect what you are interested in studying at
tertiary level and that will develop the skills to
help you in those studies
Help provide you with more career options if
you are undecided
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Future Pathways
Many studies in this guide also contain
information about ‘future pathways’. This
gives a snapshot of possible avenues that
may be opened by undertaking the study.
This might assist in identifying whether a
particular unit will support personalised
goals for future subjects, career or tertiary
study options.
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Students applying for VCE Unit 3&4 in Year 11
Commonly students who begin a VCE Unit 1&2 sequence
in Year 10 will continue to complete the Unit 3&4 sequence
of this subject in Year 11. This has particular advantages,
however, is not a requirement and students should
consider carefully if they are ready to continue to a Unit
3&4 level of study.
Students wanting to complete a VCE Unit 3&4 study in
Year 11 are required to complete an application form.
At Marcellin College we set selection criteria in order
to take a Unit 3&4 study in Year 11. These criteria are
designed to make sure students are equipped to meet the
requirements of a Unit 3&4 level of study.

In order to study a Unit 3&4 at Year 11,
students should:
• meet the College’s attendance requirements
• have received ‘Satisfactory’ results for both Unit 1 and
Unit 2
• demonstrate high academic performance across their
Year 10 studies
• demonstrate excellent work habits across their Year
10 studies

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
At Years 11 and 12, Marcellin College
offers students the chance to
undertake any of the Victorian
Certificate of Education (VCE)
certificates and a variety of linked
courses of study.
Students may pursue a learning program in any or a combination
of the following in their final years of schooling:
1. The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
The VCE is typically a two-year program of study undertaken during the final two
years of secondary education. It is a recognised qualification for entry to further
studies at university or TAFE or for movement into the workforce.

2. The Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational Major
(VCE VM)
The VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) will be replacing the Victorian Certificate of
Applied Learning (VCAL) from 2023.
It is an applied learning program that give students choice and flexibility, allowing
them to tailor their program to their strengths and vocational aspirations. Students
complete studies in the fields of Literacy, Numeracy, Work Related Skills, Personal
Development skills and a Vocational Education and Training (VET) certificate.
They may also incorporate studies from the variety of other VCE options.
The VCE Vocational Major requires a minimum of 2 years of study.
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3. Vocational Education and Training (VET)
VET subjects can be combined with either VCE or VCE VM pathways of study. Students
completing a VCE VM pathway are required to complete some VET units of study.
VET subjects provide a nationally recognised qualification which can be used to gain
employment or lead to further study at a TAFE institute after completing secondary school.
Many VET subjects also provide credits towards calculation of the Australian Tertiary
Admissions Rank (ATAR).

4. Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC)
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is specifically designed to support students to
transition either to the VCE or to entry level VET or employment. This is a foundation level
certificate designed to assist students to build fundamental skills before completing a VCE
qualification or entering the workforce. The VPC is not equivalent to the VCE. The VPC is
completed after two years of study.

5. University Acceleration Studies
University acceleration studies offer students an opportunity to undertake university
units during Year 12. These units can be selected from, and completed, through a number
of Melbourne’s highly ranked Universities. University studies can provide VCE credit and
scored credits towards calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR).
They can also be used as credit towards the completion of a university course of study.

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW |

STANDARD
PROGRAM

Year 11

Full Unit 1&2
program

Year 12

Full Unit 3&4
program

YEAR 11 & 12 PROGRAM OPTIONS

VET & ACCELERATED COMBINATIONS
OR

Unit 1&2 program
with acceleration
into a Unit 3&4 subject

OR

Unit 3&4
program with
acceleration into a
university subject
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PATHWAYS
CERTIFICATE
OR

Victorian
Pathways
Certificate (VPC)

OR

Victorian
Pathways
Certificate (VPC)

OR

Unit 1&2 program
with the first or
second year
of a VET course

OR

VCE
Vocational Major
(VCE VM)

OR

Unit 3&4
program with the
second/final
year of a VET course

OR

VCE
Vocational Major
(VCE VM)

Students are required to complete an RE subject with all Year 11 and 12 program options.

7

APPLIED
LEARNING

The Victorian Certificate
of Education (VCE)
Overview

Future Pathways

The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is the most commonly studied senior
secondary certificate in Victoria.

The VCE provides a pathway to:

Designed as a two-year study, a VCE program can be tailored with selection from
a number of different studies (or subjects), to meet students’ individual career and
further study preferences.

Tertiary study – at a TAFE (Technical and Further Education) Institute

The VCE incorporates studies (or subjects) designed in units, the majority
consisting of four units that can be completed over the two years. Units 1 and 2
are typically taken in Year 11, while Units 3 and 4 are usually completed in Year 12.
Many schools, however, provide the opportunity for students to study Units 1 and 2
of some VCE studies in Year 10 and Units 3 and 4 in Year 11.

Prior Learning

At Marcellin College, the VCE may be completed as a scored certification or, by
application, unscored. The scored VCE provides students with an ATAR ranking.
Completing an unscored VCE may change the future pathways available to
students, so this must be considered carefully to ensure it is appropriate to a
student’s goals.
The VCE recognises successful completion of secondary education and provides a
valuable pathway to tertiary study and employment.

Areas of Study
To be awarded a VCE certificate students must successfully complete 16 accredited
units, across Units 1 – 4. Most students will study 20-24 VCE units during their
program.
It is compulsory within these units to include:
• three (3) units from the English group, two of which must be a Unit 3&4
sequence
• at least three (3) additional Unit 3&4 sequences
At Marcellin College, it is also a requirement for students to complete a Religious
Education subject at each year of their VCE study.
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Tertiary study – at university
Employment

Successful completion of Year 10 (though some students may accelerate and begin VCE studies
at Year 10).

Applied Learning and
VCE Vocational Major
Overview
Applied Learning incorporates the teaching of skills and knowledge in the context of
‘real life’ experiences. Students will apply what they have learnt by doing, experiencing,
and relating acquired skills to the real world. Applied Learning teaching and practice
ensures that what is learnt in the classroom is connected to scenarios and experiences
outside the classroom, that will engage students who prefer, feel more comfortable
with active learning. Applied Learning is about nurturing and working with a student
in a holistic manner, taking into account, their personal strengths, interests, goals
and previous experiences to ensure a flexible and independent approach to learning.
It emphasises skills and knowledge that may not normally be the focus of more
traditional school curriculums. Students complete the course by demonstrating they
can use the skills and knowledge they’ve gained and increases, social competencies,
exposure to twenty-first century technical and employment skills through practical and
industry experiences. Applied Learning is embedded across the VCE, VCE Vocational
Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

VCE Vocational Major

Future Pathways
Tertiary study
Employment
Apprenticeship training

Prior Learning
Successful completion of Year 10

The VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) is replacing the Victorian Certificate of Applied
Learning (VCAL) in 2023. Whilst the new certificate is still an applied learning
program, it also allows for greater choice and flexibility for students, still including
a VET study, and allowing for optional VCE subjects to be included. VCE VM is
an unscored certificate that requires a minimum of 16 units though 22 units are
recommended. VCE VM may include Structured Workplace Learning.

VCE VM requirements can be achieved by:
Sample program of study

COMPULSORY UNITS

Areas of Study
Must include:
• Three (3) Literacy units with a 3&4 sequence or VCE English Unit 3&4
• Two (2) Numeracy units with a 3&4 sequence or VCE Mathematics Unit 3&4
• Two (2) Work Related Skills units – no sequences
• Two (2) Personal Development Skills units – no sequences
• Two (2) VET units– 80 hours each unit
Students can choose from VCE subjects and students will be required to complete
eight (8) units at Unit 3&4 level.
9
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1

2

Literacy
Unit 1&2

VCE Foundation
Mathematics
Unit 1&2

COMBINATION OPTIONS
3

�

5

Work Related
Personal
VCE Religion
Skills or VCE
Development
& Society Unit 2
subject Unit 1&2
Skills or VCE
plus
or onsite
subject Unit 1&2
Social Justice Unit
VET Unit 1&2*
or onsite VET
Unit 1&2*

*One must be a VET subject either onsite or external.

6
VET external
Unit 1&2 or
Unit 3&4 or
VCE subject
Unit 1&2*

Vocational Education
Training (VET) and School
Based Apprenticeship
Training (SBAT)
Overview
VET studies are recognized senior secondary studies, that can contribute to completion
of a VCE, VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) or Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC).
VET studies are designed to build industry specific skills, experience and knowledge
that can support students in gaining employment and achieving success in a specific
industry. They are delivered through a combination of theory, applied learning
opportunities and in some cases through work placement.
VET studies can lead to further study at TAFE institutions & in some cases university,
as well as apprenticeship and employment opportunities. On completion of a VCE
study, students will receive a certificate that will be recognised Australia wide. Many
VET studies are recogised by the VCAA and can contribute to an ATAR.
Marcellin College is a member of two VET clusters, allowing students to access over
50 different VET studies at a variety of external institutions and schools. These
studies are usually taught in blocks of 4 hours, on a Wednesday or Thursday afternoon
Marcellin also offers some VET studies onsite, including Certificate III in Sport &
Recreation, Certificate III in Business and Certificate II in Visual Arts.

Areas of Study
Most VET Certificate II studies and above can be included as 4 units towards a VCE
certificate (please confirm the VCAA standing of any VET subject before enrolling).

Future Pathways
VCE VM
TAFE & tertiary studies
Employment
Apprenticeship training

VET CLUSTER

MARCELLIN COLLEGE

Building & Construction / Plumbing
Electrotechnology / Engineering
Automotive / Integrated Studies
Hospitality / Allied Health
Acting / Screen & Media / Art
Music
ICT / IDM Interactive Digital Media
Horticulture / Animal Studies

Sport & Recreation
Business
Visual Arts

(EXTERNAL PROVIDER)

(ONSITE)

School Based Apprenticeship Training
(SBAT)
Overview
SBATs are designed to allow a student to commence an apprenticeship whilst still completing
their senior years of secondary college. It incorporates vocational training and work while
completing a senior secondary certificate and gaining credits towards a VCE or VCE VM.
During an SBAT, students are required to work at least one day per week (for which that they
are paid) and complete a series of theory modules. The theory modules are most commonly
completed in blocks of time during school holidays.
Students undertaking an SBAT should be aware that they will need to balance the requirements
of their training with maintaining their secondary school learning program.
An SBAT can transition into a full-time apprenticeship after school.

Prior Learning
Successful completion of Year 9 and 10
10
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Victorian Pathways
Certificate (VPC)
Overview
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is a new certificate being introduced
in 2023. The certificate is designed for students who due to a variety of reasons
including academic and wellbeing issues do not feel, or, cannot complete the
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) or VCE Vocational Major (VM) units.
Whilst this new certificate is still an applied learning program, it also allows for
greater choice and flexibility for students, still including the option of a Certificate
I VET studies, and allowing for flexible individualized programs of study to meet
the students’ needs, and provide opportunities for engagement and success. The
VPC is not a VCE certificate and is an unscored certificate that requires a minimum
of 12 units though 16 units are recommended. The VPC may include Structured
Workplace Learning.

Areas of Study
Must include:
• Two (2) Literacy units
• Two (2) Numeracy units
• Two (2) Work Related Skills units
• Two (2) Personal Development Skills units
Students can include suitable VET and Certificate I VET units in their learning
programs.

Future Pathways
VCE VM
TAFE studies
Employment
Apprenticeship training

Prior Learning
Successful completion of Year 10
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Supporting students with
diverse needs
The Learning Diversity team at Marcellin College specialises in
understanding the divergent learning needs of all students.
In line with our personalised learning philosophy, we are
committed to understanding the learning needs of all students
and supporting them to be successful learners and to reach
their individual potential.
From our gifted and talented program, SOAR (being introduced in 2023), to literacy
and numeracy support programs, our Learning Diversity staff oversee a variety of
options that support the range of educational needs of Marcellin students.
In addition, the Learning Diversity Leader provides advice and support to teachers in
their delivery of inclusive learning programs across the school.
Members of the Learning Diversity department:
• Work with students directly
• Support students and families in seeking assistance from agencies external to
the College
• Support students in gaining special provisions and additional assessment
support at all year levels including, NAPLAN and VCE
• Work with staff in a consultative role
• Provide resources to students, staff and families
• Contribute to curriculum development, with a focus on a differentiated curriculum
Alongside the work listed above, the Learning Diversity Team also runs specialised
programs to assist students in reaching their full potential.
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LEARNING AREAS & LEADERS
LEARNING AREA

CONTACT 				

PAGE

LEARNING AREA

CONTACT 				

PAGE

Religious Education
Liam McCormack				
			liam.mccormack@marcellin.vic.edu.au

13

Outdoor Education
Brent Coviello
			brent.coviello@marcellin.vic.edu.au

83

Digital Technologies Nathan Hutchings
			nathan.hutchings@marcellin.vic.edu.au

17

Performing Arts
Sean Kolednik
			sean.kolednik@marcellin.vic.edu.au

86

Design Technology
Annie McNamara
			annie.mcnamara@marcellin.vic.edu.au

20

Science			
Rajnesh Ram
			rajnesh.ram@marcellin.vic.edu.au

91

English			
Jeremy Doolan
			jeremy.doolan@marcellin.vic.edu.au

23

Visual Arts 		
Sean Kolednik
			sean.kolednik@marcellin.vic.edu.au

105

Health & Physical
Justin Abbott
Education		 justin.abbott@marcellin.vic.edu.au

30

Applied Learning
Fran Davey
			fran.davey@marcellin.vic.edu.au

116

Humanities		 Dennis Irwin
			dennis.irwin@marcellin.vic.edu.au

38

Languages		 John Di Natale
			john.dinatale@marcellin.vic.edu.au

54

Mathematics		
Nadia Bonvicino
			nadia.bonvicino@marcellin.vic.edu.au
Music 			
Andrew Short
			andrew.short@marcellin.vic.edu.au
13

• GLOSSARY

61

Suzanne Farley
Deputy Principal (Learning & Teaching)
suzanne.farley@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Tania Castauro
VCE Coordinator
tania.castauro@marcellin.vic.edu.au

74

Claudia Graham
Director of Learning Culture (Years 9 – 12)
claudia.graham@marcellin.vic.edu.au

Kevin Kelly
Careers Practitioner
kevin.kelly@marcellin.vic.edu.au

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Religion and Society Unit 1&2

14
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VCE Religion and Society Unit 3&4

16

Year 12 Seminar Program
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YEAR 11

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION | VCE RELIGION AND SOCIETY UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: The role of religion in society

Unit 2: Religion and ethics

In this unit, students explore the spiritual origins of religion and understand its role in the
development of society, identifying the nature and purpose of religion over time. They
investigate religion, including the totality of phenomena to which the term ‘religion’ refers,
and acknowledge religion’s contribution to the development of human society. They
also focus on the role of spiritualities, religious traditions and religious denominations in
shaping personal and group identity over time. Students examine how individuals, groups
and new ideas have affected and continue to affect spiritualities, religious traditions and
religious denominations.

In this unit, students study in detail various methods of ethical decision-making in at least
two religious traditions and their related philosophical traditions. They explore ethical
issues in societies where multiple worldviews coexist, in the light of these investigations.

Areas of Study

Assessment

• The nature and purpose of religion
• Religion through the ages
• Religion in Australia

• School-based assessments:
○ written reports
○ tests
○ oral presentations
○ film and source analyses
○ essays
○ timelines

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ written reports
○ tests
○ oral presentations
○ film and source analyses
○ essays
○ timelines

Areas of Study
• Ethical decision-making and moral judgment
• Religion and ethics
• Ethical issues in society

Future Pathways
VCE Religion and Society Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
VCE Religion and Society Unit 1

Future Pathways
VCE Religion and Society Unit 2

Prior Learning
Year 10 RE subjects
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YEAR 12

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION | VCE RELIGION AND SOCIETY UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: The search for meaning

Unit 4: Religion, challenge and change

In this unit, students study the purposes of religion generally and then consider the
religious beliefs developed by the Roman Catholic Christian tradition in response to the
big questions of life (What is the ultimate reality? Why am I here? etc.). Students study
how particular beliefs within Catholicism may be expressed through the other aspects of
religion and explore how this is intended to foster meaning for adherents. Students then
consider the interaction between significant life experience and religion. Students explore
challenge for the Roman Catholic Christian tradition generally over time and then study
challenge and change for Catholicism.

In this unit, students focus on the interaction over time of religious traditions and religious
denominations and the societies of which they are a part. For a large part of human history
religion has been drawn on as a truth narrative, offering a means for finding answers to
the big questions of life. Religious traditions and religious denominations are in a dynamic
process of engagement and negotiation with members individually and collectively, as
well as with other key institutions in wider society associated with power, authority and
credibility. Religious traditions and religious denominations are living institutions that
interact with society and can likewise be influenced by society.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Responding to the search for meaning
• Expressing meaning
• Significant life experiences, religious beliefs, and faith

• Challenge and response
• Interaction of religion and society

Assessment
• School-based assessments
○ SACs
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways

Assessment
• School-based assessments
○ SACs
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
Further theological and philosophy studies

VCE Religion and Society Unit 4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning
VCE Religion and Society Unit 3

VCE Religion and Society Unit 1&2

16
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YEAR 12

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION | YEAR 12 SEMINAR PROGRAM

COURSE OVERVIEW
The Year 12 RE Seminar Program involves students engaging with external presenters and
working in House groups to explore their faith and elements of Catholic Social Teaching.
Students are challenged to consider their own place in the world, their values and beliefs
and how these will shape their actions and attitudes in the wider (post school) society.
This Program has four ‘complimentary’ components: Seminar Days, the Year 12 Retreat,
the Student Reflection Journal and Christian Service. Seminar Days are to be recognised
as the Year 12 Religious Education curriculum. However, its structure is slightly abstract in
that it aims to do different things.

These aims are:
• to foster a sense of spirituality in time that is set aside for prayer, reflection
and discussion
• to increase awareness of the world and how to act and respond in the face of challenge
• to reinforce their Catholic faith and Marist values
• to culminate their faith journey at the College in a positive and engaging environment
• to provide a Christian Service opportunity where each student completes one Collegeorganised activity in the service of others.
The Year 12 RE Seminar Program is an integral part of Religious Education for students.

17
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Design Technology
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 1&2

18
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VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 3&4

20

YEAR 11

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY | VCE PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Sustainable product
redevelopment
In this unit, students focus on the analysis, modification and improvement of a product
design with consideration of sustainability. Students consider the sustainability of an
existing product, such as the impact of sourcing materials, manufacture, distribution, use
and likely disposal. Students consider how a redeveloped product should attempt to solve
a problem related to the original product. Materials and manufacturing processes are
carefully selected to improve the overall sustainability of the redeveloped product.
The student assumes the role of a designer-maker, applying knowledge of factors that
influence design, using resources and incorporating the materials, tools, equipment and
machines needed to safely transform materials into a sustainable end-product.

Areas of Study
• Sustainable redevelopment of a product
• Producing and evaluating a redeveloped product

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ Design folio and product
• Exams

Unit 2: Collaborative design
In this unit, students work in teams to design and develop an item in a product range
or contribute to the design, planning and production of a group product. They focus
on factors including the end-users’ needs and wants; function, purpose and context for
product design; aesthetics; materials and sustainability; and the impact of these factors on
a design solution. Students gain inspiration from an historical or a contemporary design
movement or style and its defining factors such as ideological or technological change,
philosophy
or aesthetics.

Areas of Study
• Designing within a team
• Producing and evaluating within a team

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ Collaborative folio and product
○ Presentation of design movements
• Exam

Future Pathways
VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 3&4

Future Pathways
VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 2

Prior Learning
VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 2

Prior Learning
No prior learning required. However, successful completion of junior Design Technology
subjects desired.

19
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YEAR 12

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY | VCE PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Applying the product
design process

Unit 4: Product development and
evaluation

In this unit, students are engaged in the design and development of a product that
addresses a personal, local, or global problem (such as humanitarian issues), or that
meets the needs and wants of a potential end-user/s. The product is developed through a
design process and is influenced by a range of factors including the purpose, function and
context of the product; user-centred design; innovation and creativity; design elements
and principles; sustainability concerns; economic limitations; legal responsibilities;
material characteristics and properties; and technology. The student assumes the role of a
designer-maker, applying knowledge of factors that influence design, using resources and
incorporating the materials, tools, equipment and machines needed to safely transform
materials into a sustainable end-product.

In this unit, students use comparative analysis and evaluation methods to make judgments
about commercial product design and development. Students continue to develop and
safely manufacture the product designed in Unit 3, using materials, tools, equipment and
machines, and record and monitor the production processes and modifications to the
production plan and product.

Areas of Study

Assessment

• Designing for end-user/s
• Product development in industry
• Designing for others

• School-based assessments:
○ Design Folio
○ Construction of Product
○ Exams (SACs)
• End-of-year examination

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ Design Folio
○ Construction of Product
○ Exams (SACs)
• End-of-year examination

Areas of Study
• Product analysis and comparison
• Product manufacture
• Product evaluation

Future Pathways
University and future education

Future Pathways

Design of sets for Film and TV, Architecture, Product Designer, Interior Designer, Town
Planner, Engineer, CAD- Computer Aided Designer, Inventors, Real-estate and housing
entrepreneurs

VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 3

VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 1&2 desired

20
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Digital Technologies
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Applied Computing Unit 1&2

21
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VCE Applied Computing: Software Development Unit 3&4
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YEAR 11

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES | VCE APPLIED COMPUTING UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Applied computing

Unit 2: Applied computing

In this unit, students are introduced to data analytics. Students respond to a teacherprovided analysis of requirements and designs to identify and collect data in order to
present their findings as data visualisations. They present work that includes database,
spreadsheet and data visualisations solutions. In addition, students use a programming
language to create a working software solution.

In this unit, students work collaboratively and select a topic for further study to create an
innovative solution in an area of interest. The innovative solution can be presented as a
proof of concept, a prototype or a product. Students engage in all areas of the problemsolving methodology. Finally, students are introduced to cybersecurity and investigate
networks and the threats, vulnerabilities and risks to data and information.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Data Analysis
• Programming

• Innovative Solution
• Network Security

Assessment

Assessment

• SAC 1: Data Analysis
• SAC 2: Programming
• Exam

• SAC 1: Innovative Solution
• SAC 2: Network Security
• Exam

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE Applied Computing: Software Development Unit 3&4

VCE Applied Computing: Software Development Unit 3&4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

No prior learning required. However, the following Year 9 and 10 Digital Technologies
subjects are recommended:

VCE Applied Computing Unit 1

○ Programming in Visual Basic
○ Artificial Intelligence, Hacking, Cyber Security and Digital Warfare
○ Programming Computer Games and Robotics
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YEAR 12

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES | VCE APPLIED COMPUTING: SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Software development

Unit 4: Software development

In this unit, students examine the features and purposes of different design tools to
accurately interpret the requirements and designs for developing working software
modules. Students use a programming language and undertake the problem-solving
activities of manipulation (coding), validation, testing and documentation in the
development stage. Furthermore, students construct a framework for the development of a
software solution that meets a student-identified need or opportunity, including preparation
of a project plan.

In this unit, students develop the design they prepared in Unit 3 and conduct usability
testing that addresses the core features of their software solution. Students focus on
the security risks to software and data during the software development process and
throughout the use of the software solution by an organisation. Students analyse and
evaluate the security of current software development practices, examine the risks
to software and data, and consider the consequences of implementing software with
ineffective security strategies.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Software Development and Programming
• Software Development, Analysis and Design

• Software Development, Development and Evaluation
• Cybersecurity, Software Security

Assessment

Assessment

• School-assessed coursework (SAC)
• School-assessed task (SAT)
• End-of-year examination

• School-assessed coursework (SAC)
• School-assessed task (SAT)
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE Applied Computing: Software Development Unit 4

Possible entry into university computing courses or possibly careers in information
technology

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Applied Computing Unit 1&2 or;
Year 9 and 10 Digital Technologies subjects: Programming In Visual Basic and Artificial
Intelligence, Hacking, Cyber Security and Digital Warfare
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English
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE English Unit 1&2

25

VCE English Unit 3&4

26

VCE English Language Unit 1&2

27

VCE English Language Unit 3&4

28

VCE Literature Unit 1&2

29

VCE Literature Unit 3&4

30
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YEAR 11

ENGLISH | VCE ENGLISH UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: English

Unit 2: English

In this unit, students focus on how the English language is used to create meaning in
written, spoken and multimodal texts of varying complexity. Literary texts selected
for study are drawn from the past and present, from Australia and from other cultures.
Other texts are selected for analysis and presentation of argument. The study of English
contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical and creative
thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity.

This unit builds on Unit 1 with a continued focus on how the English language is used to
create meaning in written, spoken and multimodal texts of varying complexity. Literary
texts selected for study are drawn from the past and present, from Australia and from
other cultures. Other texts are selected for analysis and presentation of argument. The
study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical
and creative thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity.

Unit 1 also develops students’ ability to create and analyse texts, moving from
interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. Through engagement with texts students
studying English become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and
further develop a sense of themselves, their world and their place within it. English helps
equip students for participation in a democratic society and the global community.

Unit 2 continues to develop students’ ability to create and analyse texts, moving from
interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. Through engagement with texts students
studying English become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and
further develop a sense of themselves, their world and their place within it. English helps
equip students for participation in a democratic society and the global community.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Reading and exploring texts
• Crafting texts

• Reading and exploring texts
• Exploring arguments

Assessment

Assessment

• Personal response to a text
• Analytical text response
• Creative response

•
•
•
•

Future Pathways

Analytical response to a set text
Oral presentation
Written analysis of media texts
Exams

VCE English Unit 2

Future Pathways

VCE English Unit 3&4

VCE English Unit 3&4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

Year 10 English

VCE English Unit 1
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YEAR 12

ENGLISH | VCE ENGLISH UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: English

Unit 4: English

In this unit, students focus on how the English language is used to create meaning in
written, spoken and multimodal texts drawn from the past and present, and representing a
variety of cultures and identities. Contemporary media texts are selected for analysis and
presentation of argument. The study is intended to meet the needs of students with a wide
range of expectations and aspirations, including those for whom English is an additional
language. In Unit 3 students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. They
analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts.

In this unit, students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts.
They create an oral presentation intended to position audiences about an issue currently
debated in the media. They analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts.

Areas of Study

Assessment

• Reading and creating texts
• Analysing and presenting arguments
• Creative response to text

• Oral presentation
• Comparative essay
• End-of-year external exam

Assessment

Future Pathways

• Analytical essay of media texts
• Creative response
• Analytical essay of a text

University

• Reading and comparing texts
• Presenting arguments

TAFE

Prior Learning

Future Pathways

VCE English Unit 3

VCE English Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE English Unit 1&2
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YEAR 11

ENGLISH | VCE ENGLISH LANGUAGE UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Language and communication

Unit 2: Language change

In this unit, students explore the ways in which language is used by individuals and groups
and reflects our thinking and values. Learning about language helps us to understand
ourselves, the groups with which we identify and the society we inhabit. English Language
builds on students’ previous learning about the conventions and codes used by speakers
and writers of English. Informed by the discipline of linguistics, it provides students with
metalinguistic tools to understand and analyse language use, variation and change.
Students examine how uses and interpretations of language are nuanced and complex
rather than a series of fixed conventions.

In this unit, students explore how people use spoken and written English to
communicate, to think and innovate, to construct identities, to build and interrogate
attitudes and assumptions and to create and disrupt social cohesion. Students
understand the structures, features and discourses of written and spoken texts through
the systematic and objective deconstruction of language in use. Students study a range
of texts, including publications and public commentary about language in print and
multimodal form. They also observe and discuss contemporary language in use and
consider a range of written and spoken texts.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• The nature and functions of language
• Child language acquisition

• History of English
• English languages in context

Assessment

Assessment

• Test
• Analytical commentary

• Short answer questions
• Analytical commentary
• Essay

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE English Language Unit 2

VCE English Language Unit 3&4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

Year 10 English

VCE English Language Unit 1
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YEAR 12

ENGLISH | VCE ENGLISH LANGUAGE UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Language variation and
social purpose
In this unit, students examine how function, field, mode, setting and the relationships
between participants all contribute to a person’s language choices, as do the values,
attitudes and beliefs held by participants and the wider community. They learn how
language can be indicative of relationships, power structures and purpose. Students
explore how language establishes and challenges different identities. Through language
we express ourselves as individuals and signal our membership of particular groups.
Students explore how language can distinguish between ‘us’ and ‘them’, creating solidarity
and reinforcing social distance.

Unit 4: Language variation and identity
In this unit, students investigate the English language in contemporary Australian social
settings, along a continuum of informal and formal registers. They consider language as
a system, and as a means of social interaction, exploring how written and spoken texts
communicate information, ideas, attitudes, prejudices and ideological stances. Students
examine the stylistic features of formal and informal language in both spoken and written
modes: the grammatical and discourse structure of language; the choice and meanings of
words; how words are combined to convey a message; and the particular context in which
a message is conveyed.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Language variations in Australian society
• Individual and group identities

• Informal language
• Formal language

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Assessment
• Short answer questions
• Analytical commentary
• Essay

Short answer questions
Analytical commentary
Essay
End-of-year external exam

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

University

VCE English Language Unit 4

TAFE

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE English Language Unit 1&2

VCE English Language Unit 3
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YEAR 11

ENGLISH | VCE LITERATURE UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Approaches to literature

Unit 2: Context and connections

In this unit, students focus on the ways in which the interaction between text and reader
creates meaning. Analyses of the features and conventions of texts help students develop
discriminating responses to a range of literary forms and styles. Students respond critically,
creatively and reflectively to the ideas and concerns of texts and gain insights into how texts
function as representations of human experience. They develop familiarity with key terms,
concepts and practices that equip them for further studies in literature. They develop an
awareness of how the views and values that readers hold may influence the reading of a text.
Students also explore the ways literary texts connect with each other and with the world.
They deepen their examination of the ways their own culture and the cultures represented in
texts can influence their interpretations and shape different meanings. Drawing on a range of
literary texts, students consider the relationships between authors, audiences and contexts.
Students analyse the similarities and differences across texts and establish connections
between them. They engage in close reading of texts and create analytical responses that are
evidence-based. By experimenting with textual structures and language features, students
understand how imaginative texts are informed by close analysis.

In this unit, students explore the ways literary texts connect with each other and with
the world. They deepen their examination of the ways their own culture and the cultures
represented in texts can influence their interpretations and shape different meanings.
Drawing on a range of literary texts, students consider the relationships between authors,
audiences and contexts. Ideas, language and structures of different texts from past
and present eras and/or cultures are compared and contrasted. Students analyse the
similarities and differences across texts and establish connections between them. They
engage in close reading of texts and create analytical responses that are evidence-based.
By experimenting with textual structures and language features, students understand how
imaginative texts are informed by close analysis.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study
• The text, the reader and their contexts
• Exploring connections between texts

Assessment

• Reading practices
• Ideas and concerns in texts

• Creative piece
• Essay
• Exam

Assessment

Future Pathways

• Close analysis
• Essay

VCE Literature Unit 3&4

Prior Learning

Future Pathways

VCE Literature Unit 1

VCE Literature Unit 2

Prior Learning
Year 10 English: Power and Persuasion
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YEAR 12

ENGLISH | VCE LITERATURE UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Form and transformation

Unit 4: Interpreting texts

In this unit, students focus on the meaning derived from texts, the relationship between
texts, the contexts in which texts are produced and read, and the experiences the reader
brings to the texts. Students undertake close reading of texts and analyse how language
and literary elements and techniques function within a text. Emphasis is placed on
recognition of a text’s complexity and meaning, and on consideration of how that
meaning is embodied in its literary form. The study provides opportunities for reading
deeply, widely and critically, responding analytically and creatively, and appreciating the
aesthetic merit of texts.

In this unit, students examine the historical and cultural contexts within which both
readers and texts are situated. It investigates the assumptions, views and values which
both writer and reader bring to the texts and it encourages students to contemplate how
we read as well as what we read. It considers how literary criticism informs the readings of
texts and the ways texts relate to their contexts and to each other. Accordingly, the texts
selected for study are drawn from the past through to the present and vary in form and
social and cultural contexts.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study
• Literary perspectives
• Close analysis

• Adaptations and transformations
• Creative response to texts

Assessment

Assessment
• Essay / close analysis
• Oral presentation
• Creative story

•
•
•
•

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE Literature Unit 4

University

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Literature Unit 2

VCE Literature Unit 3
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Assessment
Essay
Close analysis
End-of-year external exam

Health and Physical Education
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Health and Human Development Unit 1

32

VCE Health and Human Development Unit 3&4

34

VCE Health and Human Development Unit 2

33

VCE Physical Education Unit 3

36

VCE Physical Education Unit 1&2

35

VCE Physical Education Unit 4

37

VET options
Students are able to apply for the following Health and Physical
Education VET courses in Year 10, 11 or 12:
SIS30115 VET Certificate III in Sport & Recreation
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YEAR 11

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION | VCE HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT UNIT 1

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Understanding health and
wellbeing

Prior Learning
Year 9 and 10 Health and Physical Education (HPE) subjects: Applied Sports Nutrition,
Lifestyle Health and Physical Education

In this unit, students investigate the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) definition and
other interpretations of health and wellbeing. Wellbeing is a complex combination of
all dimensions of health, characterised by an equilibrium in which the individual feels
happy, healthy, capable and engaged. Students examine health and wellbeing, and
human development as dynamic concepts, subject to a complex interplay of biological,
sociocultural and environmental factors, many of which can be modified by health care
and other interventions. Students consider the interaction of these factors, with particular
focus on the social factors that influence health and wellbeing. They look at the Australian
healthcare system and research what is being done to address inequalities in health and
development outcomes. Students develop health literacy as they connect their learning to
their lives, communities and world.

Areas of Study
• Health perspectives and influences- dimensions of health and wellbeing
• Health and nutrition - food selection and nutritional evaluation
• Youth health and wellbeing

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Written reports
Oral presentations
Structured tests
Visual presentations

Future Pathways
VCE Health and Human Development Unit 2
VCE Health and Human Development Unit 3&4
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YEAR 11

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION | VCE HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 2: Managing health and
development
In this unit, students investigate transitions in health and wellbeing, and development,
from lifespan and societal perspectives. Students look at changes and expectations that
are part of the progression from youth to adulthood. This unit promotes the application
of health literacy skills through an examination of adulthood as a time of increasing
independence and responsibility, involving the establishment of long-term relationships,
possible considerations of parenthood and management of health-related milestones and
changes.
Students enquire into the Australian healthcare system and extend their capacity to
access and analyse health information. They investigate the challenges and opportunities
presented by digital media and health technologies, and consider issues surrounding the
use of health data and access to quality health care.

Areas of Study
• Developmental transition - youth to adulthood
• Health care in Australia - promotion of health and wellbeing in the community

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Written reports
Oral presentations
Structured tests
Visual presentations

Future Pathways
VCE Health & Human Development Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
VCE Health & Human Development Unit 1
Year 9 and 10 HPE subjects: Applied Sports Nutrition, Lifestyle Health & Physical Education
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YEAR 12

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION | VCE HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Australia’s health in a
globalised world

Unit 4: Health and human development
in a global context

In this unit, students examine health and wellbeing, and human development as dynamic
concepts, subject to a complex interplay of biological, sociocultural and environmental
factors, many of which can be modified by health care and other interventions. Students
consider Australian and global contexts as they investigate variations in health status
between populations and nations. They look at the Australian healthcare system and
research what is being done to address inequalities in health and development outcomes.
They examine and evaluate the work of global organisations such as the United Nations
and the World Health Organisation, as well as non-government organisations and the
Australian government’s overseas aid program. Students develop a capacity to respond to
health information, advertising and other media messages, enabling them to put strategies
into action to promote health and wellbeing in both personal and community contexts.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study
• Australia’s health in a globalised world
• Understanding health and wellbeing
• Promoting health and wellbeing- public health approaches, health promotion strategies

Assessment
• Written report
• Structured questions
• Oral presentation

• Health and wellbeing in a global context
• Health and the sustainable development goals
• Promoting health and wellbeing- public health approaches, health promotion strategies

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Written report
Structured questions
Oral presentation
End-of-year examination

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

Various tertiary courses within the community health domain

VCE Health and Human Development Unit 4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning
VCE Health and Human Development Unit 1&2

VCE Health and Human Development Unit 1&2

34

In this unit, students examine health and wellbeing, and human development in a global
context. Students use data to investigate health status and burden of disease in different
countries, exploring factors that contribute to health inequalities between and within
countries, including the physical, social and economic conditions in which people live.
Students build their understanding of health in a global context through examining
changes in burden of disease over time and studying the key concepts of sustainability
and human development. They consider the health implications of increased globalisation
and worldwide trends relating to climate change, digital technologies, world trade and the
mass movement of people.
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YEAR 11

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION | VCE PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: The human body in motion

Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society

In this unit, students focus on the investigation of each body system is the study of factors
which enhance athletic performance, both legal and illegal and the resultant impact
on body systems. Influences on performance and participation in physical activity are
investigated and strategies used to promote physical activity levels within the community
are critiqued. Students conduct research into a particular contemporary issue surrounding
participation levels in sport. Integral to this course is regular participation in practical
activities which examine the core concepts that underpin movement and that influence
performance and participation in physical activity, sport and exercise.

In this unit, students develop an understanding of physical activity, sport and society from
a participatory perspective. Students are introduced to types of physical activity and the
role participation in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays in their own health
and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different population groups. Through a
series of practical activities, students experience and explore different types of physical
activity promoted in their own and different population groups. They gain an appreciation
of the level of physical activity required for health benefits. Students investigate how
participation in physical activity varies across the lifespan. They explore a range of
factors that influence and facilitate participation in regular physical activity. They collect
data to determine perceived enablers of and barriers to physical activity and the ways
in which opportunities for participation in physical activity can be extended in various
communities, social, cultural and environmental contexts. Students investigate individual
and population-based consequences of physical inactivity and sedentary behaviour.

Areas of Study
• How does the musculoskeletal system work to produce movement?
– muscular & skeletal systems
• How does the cardiorespiratory system function at rest and during physical activity?
– cardiovascular & respiratory systems

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Areas of Study
• Physical activity, sport & society
• Contemporary issues associated with physical activity and sport

Written report
Topic tests
Case study analysis
Reflective portfolio
Oral presentation

Assessment

VCE Physical Education Unit 2

•
•
•
•
•

VCE Physical Education Unit 3&4

Future Pathways

Prior Learning

VCE Physical Education Unit 3&4

Future Pathways

Year 9 and 10 HPE subjects: Sport Science, Fitness Challenge, Applied Nutrition

Written report
Topic tests
Case study analysis
Reflective portfolio
Oral presentation

Prior Learning
VCE Physical Education Unit 1
Year 9 and 10 HPE subjects: Sport Science, Fitness Challenge, Applied Nutrition
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YEAR 12

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION | VCE PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for
physical activity
In this unit, students are introduced to the biomechanical and skill acquisition principles used
to analyse human movement skills and energy production from a physiological perspective.
Students use a variety of tools and techniques to analyse movement skills and apply
biomechanical and skill acquisition principles to improve and refine movement in physical
activity, sport and exercise. They use practical activities to demonstrate how correct application
of these principles can lead to improved performance in physical activity and sport.
Students investigate the relative contribution and interplay of the three energy systems
to performance in physical activity, sport and exercise. In particular, they investigate the
characteristics of each system and the interplay of the systems during physical activity.
Students explore the causes of fatigue and consider different strategies used to postpone
fatigue and promote recovery.

Areas of Study
• How are movement skills improved - biomechanics and skill acquisition
• How does the body produce energy - energy systems, fatigue & recovery,
acute responses to exercise

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Structured questions tests
Laboratory task
Reflective portfolio
Case study analysis
Written report

Future Pathways
VCE Physical Education Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE Physical Education Unit 1&2
36
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YEAR 12

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION | PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 4: Training to improve performance
In this unit, students analyse movement skills from a physiological, psychological and
sociocultural perspective, and apply relevant training principles and methods to improve
performance within physical activity at an individual, club and elite level. Improvements
in performance, in particular fitness, depend on the ability of the individual and/or coach
to gain, apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding of training. Students analyse
skill frequencies, movement patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios to determine
the requirements of an activity. Students consider the physiological, psychological
and sociological requirements of training to design and evaluate an effective
training program.

Future Pathways
Various tertiary courses in exercise and health sciences

Prior Learning
VCE Physical Education Unit 3

Students participate in a variety of training sessions designed to improve or maintain
fitness and evaluate the effectiveness of different training methods. Students critique
the effectiveness of the implementation of training principles and methods to meet the
needs of the individual, and evaluate the chronic adaptations to training from a theoretical
perspective.

Areas of Study
• What are the foundations of an effective training program - data analysis, fitness
components and fitness testing
• How is training implemented to enhance fitness and performance? Training principles
and methods, structure of training, enhancement of performance from a psychological
and nutritional perspective, chronic adaptations to training

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•
•

Structured questions tests
Laboratory task
Reflective portfolio
Case study analysis
Written report
End-of-year examination
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YEAR 11 + 12 HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION | V ET CERTIFICATE III SPORT & RECREATION
						

COURSE OVERVIEW

Areas of Study

Certificate III in Sport and Recreation provides students with the skills and knowledge
to work and/or study in the sports and recreation industry. In Unit 1&2 students look at
a range of competencies including conditioning for sport, how to book athletic travel,
conducting instructional and non-instructional sessions, whilst also learning fundamental
sporting skills and sports injury prevention. Units 3&4 offers scored assessment
contributing to an ATAR score if chosen. Unit 3&4 focuses on planning and conducting
sport and recreational sessions and hazard identification and prevention, risk assessment
and risk control.

Assessment
Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the
set of outcomes specified for the unit. There are a range of opportunities for students to
demonstrate key knowledge and key skills that may include: research tasks, case studies,
data analysis, reports, industry immersion activities, coaching and fitness sessions, oral
and written reflections, and digital presentations. ATAR scored Certificates in Sport and
Recreation require completion of SACs and an end of year examination.

The course is delivered over a two-year period as follows.
Please note: courses and electives are subject to change at short notice.

Year 1
BSBWOR301
HLTWHS001
SISXCAI003
HLTAID003
SISXEMR001
ICTWEB201
SISSPAR009
SISXCCS001
SISXCAI001
SISXIND006

Organise personal work priorities and development
Participate in workplace health and safety
Conduct non-instructional sport, fitness or recreation sessions
Provide first aid
Respond to emergency situations
Use social media tools for collaboration and engagement
Participate in conditioning for sport
Provide quality service
Provide equipment for activities
Conduct sport, fitness or recreation events

Future Pathways
• Unit 3&4 Certificate III in Sport and Recreation (SIS30115)
• Further Tertiary study
• Recreation officer, sports manager, activity operation officer, sport and recreation
attendant, community activities officer, leisure services officer
• Law clerk
• Accountant

Prior Learning

Year 2
BSBWHS303
SISXCAI004
SISXCAI006
SISXRES002
SISSSCO001

General HPE in either Years 9 or 10
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Participate in WHS hazard identification, risk assessment and
risk control (50)
Plan and conduct programs (35)
Facilitate groups (25)
Educate user groups (25)
Conduct sport coaching with foundation level participants (50)

(SIS30115)

Humanities
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Accounting Unit 1&2

40

VCE Accounting Unit 3&4

41

VCE Australian and Global Politics Unit 1&2

42

VCE Global Politics Unit 3&4

43

VCE Business Management Unit 1&2

44

VCE Business Management Unit 3&4

45

VCE Economics Unit 1&2

46

VCE Economics Unit 3&4

47

VCE Geography Unit 1&2

48

VCE Geography Unit 3&4

49

VCE History: Modern History Unit 1&2

50

VCE History: Revolutions Unit 3&4

51

VCE Legal Studies Unit 1&2

52

VCE Legal Studies Unit 3&4

53

VET options
Students are able to apply for the following Humanities VET
courses in Year 10, 11 or 12:
BSB30120 Certificate III in Business
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YEAR 11

HUMANITIES | VCE ACCOUNTING UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Role of accounting in business
In this unit, students explore the establishment of a business and the role of accounting
in the determination of business success or failure. In this, it considers the importance
of accounting information to stakeholders. Students analyse, interpret and evaluate the
performance of the business using financial and non-financial information. They use
these evaluations to make recommendations regarding the suitability of a business as an
investment.

Unit 2: Accounting and decisionmaking for a trading business

• The role of accounting
• Recording financial data and reporting accounting information for a service business

In this unit, students develop their knowledge of the accounting process for sole
proprietors operating a trading business, with a focus on inventory, accounts receivable,
accounts payable and non-current assets. Students use manual processes and ICT,
including spreadsheets, to prepare historical and budgeted accounting reports. Students
analyse and evaluate the performance of the business relating to inventory, accounts
receivable, accounts payable and non-current assets. They use relevant financial and other
information to predict, budget and compare the potential effects of alternative strategies
on the performance of the business.

Assessment

Areas of Study

• School-based assessments may include:
○ Folio
○ Structured questions
○ Assignments
○ Case studies
○ Classroom presentations
○ Reports
○ Exams

• Accounting for inventory
• Accounting for and managing accounts receivable and accounts payable
• Accounting for and managing non-current assets

Areas of Study

Assessment

Prior Learning

• School-based assessments may include:
○ Folio
○ Structured questions
○ Assignments
○ Case studies
○ Classroom presentations
○ Reports
○ Exams

Year 9 and 10 Humanities: Dollars and Sense

Future Pathways

Future Pathways
VCE Accounting Unit 2, 3&4

VCE Accounting Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
VCE Accounting Unit 2
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YEAR 12

HUMANITIES | VCE ACCOUNTING UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Financial accounting for a
trading business

Unit 4: Recording, reporting,
budgeting and decision-making

In this unit, students focus on financial accounting for a trading business owned by a sole
proprietor. Students use the double entry system of recording financial data and prepare
reports using the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual method of inventory
recording.

In this unit, students extend their understanding of the recording and reporting process
with the inclusion of balance day adjustments and alternative depreciation methods. They
investigate the role of budgeting in decision-making. They analyse and interpret accounting
reports and graphical representations to evaluate the performance of a business.

Students develop their understanding of the accounting processes for recording and
reporting and consider the effect of decisions made on the performance of the business.
They interpret reports and information presented in a variety of formats and suggest
strategies to the owner to improve the performance of the business.

Areas of Study
• Extension of recording and reporting
• Budgeting and decision-making

Assessment

Areas of Study
• Recording and analysing financial data
• Preparing and interpreting accounting reports

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1A
○ SAC 1B
○ SAC 2
○ End-of-year examination

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1A
○ SAC 1B
○ SAC 2
○ End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
University
TAFE

Future Pathways

Workforce (accountant, bookkeeper, business analyst, taxation)

VCE Accounting Unit 4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Accounting Unit 3

VCE Accounting Unit 1&2
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YEAR 11

HUMANITIES | VCE AUSTRALIAN AND GLOBAL POLITICS UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Ideas, actors and power

Unit 2: Global connections

In this unit, students study how power is gained and exercised. They consider the
significant ideas about organising political systems and features in Australia. Students
evaluate Australian democratic practices against particular ideas and principles that
include representation, respect for rights, recognition of diversity and freedom of speech.
Australian politics compares Australian democracy with the system of democracy of the
USA. Students also examine the ways that the national government uses its power to make
and implement public policy, and the national stakeholders and international challenges
that influence that policy. Students become informed observers of, and active participants
in, their political system. Students begin to think critically and recognise that democratic
ideals are often difficult to achieve in practice.

In this unit, students are introduced to the global community and the global actors that
are part of this community. Students explore the myriad ways lives have been affected by
the increased interconnectedness – the global links – of the world through the process
of globalisation. Students consider the extent to which global actors cooperate and share
visions and goals as part of the global community. They investigate the ability of the global
community to manage areas of global cooperation and to respond to issues of global
conflict and instability.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study
• Global links
• Global cooperation and conflict

Assessment

• Power and ideas
• Political actors and power

• School-based assessments:
• SACs

Assessment

Future Pathways

• School-based assessments:
• SACs

VCE Global Politics Unit 3&4

Future Pathways

Prior Learning

VCE Australian and Global Politics Unit 2

VCE Australian and Global Politics Unit 1

Prior Learning
Year 9 and 10 Humanities subjects: What’s News? What’s In an ISM? Political Conflict
and Violence
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YEAR 12

HUMANITIES | VCE GLOBAL POLITICS UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Global actors

Unit 4: Global challenges

This unit provides students with insights into the political, social, cultural and economic
forces that shape our world. Students develop an understanding of the world in which
they live and of contemporary global issues. In doing so, students are provided with the
opportunity to develop the awareness and the critical thinking skills that underpin active
citizenship.

In this unit students investigate key global challenges facing the international community
in the 21st century. They examine and analyse the debates surrounding two ethical
issues that are underpinned by international law. They then evaluate the effectiveness of
responses to these issues. Students also explore the context and causes of global crises
and consider the varying effectiveness of responses and challenges to resolving them.

Students examine the interconnectedness of the contemporary global political arena and
the impact of globalisation on culture, sovereignty, human rights and the environment. It
examines the nature and power of key global actors and the types of power used by China
to achieve its national interests. Students consider the ethical issues of human rights
and people movement and explores the nature and effectiveness of responses to climate
change and armed conflict.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study
• Australian democracy
• Comparing democracies: Australia and the United States of America

Assessment

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
University

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
• End-of-year examination

TAFE
Workforce (politician, advisor, teacher, etc.)

Prior Learning

Future Pathways

VCE Global Politics Unit 3

VCE Global Politics Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE Australian and Global Politics Unit 1&2
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YEAR 11

HUMANITIES | VCE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Planning a business

Unit 2: Establishing a business

In this unit, students explore the factors affecting business ideas and the internal and
external environments within which businesses operate. Students study businesses of
all sizes who are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of a nation.
Students learn how businesses are formed and the fostering of conditions under which
new business ideas can emerge are vital for a nation’s wellbeing. Students discover how
taking a business idea and planning how to make it a reality are the cornerstones of
economic and social development.

In this unit, students focus on the establishment phase of a business’ life. Establishing a
business involves complying with legal requirements as well as making decisions about
how best to establish a system of financial record keeping, staff the business and establish
a customer base. Students analyse various management practices in this area by applying
this knowledge to contemporary business case studies from the past four years.

Areas of Study

• Legal requirements and financial considerations
• Marketing a business
• Staffing a business

• The business idea
• The external environment
• The internal environment

Areas of Study

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
○ SAC 3

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
○ SAC 3

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE Business Management Unit 3&4

VCE Business Management Unit 3&4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Business Management Unit 1

Year 9 and 10 Humanities Subjects: The Start Up, Dollars and Sense
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YEAR 12

HUMANITIES | VCE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Managing a business

Unit 4: Transforming a business

In this unit, students examine the various ways businesses effectively and efficiently
manage their resources in order to achieve specific objectives. Students explore different
types of businesses and their respective objectives. They consider corporate culture,
management styles, management skills and the relationship between each of these.
Students also investigate strategies to manage both staff and business operations to meet
objectives.

In this unit, students study the management of resources which is expanded upon by
considering the importance of reviewing Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) to determine
current performance and the strategic management necessary to position a business for
the future. Students also study theoretical models to undertake change and consider a
variety of strategies to manage change in the most efficient and effective way to improve
business performance.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Business foundations
• Human resource management
• Operations management

• Reviewing performance – the need for change
• Implementing change

Assessment

Assessment

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
• End-of-year examination

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2A
○ SAC 2B
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
University

Future Pathways

TAFE

VCE Business Management Unit 4

Workforce

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Business Management Unit 1&2
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YEAR 11

HUMANITIES | VCE ECONOMICS UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Economic decision making
As a social science, Economics is interested in the way humans behave and the decisions
made to meet the needs and wants of society. In this unit, students explore their role in
the economy, how they interact with businesses, and the role of the government in the
economy. Students are introduced to and explore fundamental economic concepts.
They examine basic economic models where consumers and businesses engage in
mutually beneficial transactions and investigate the motivations behind both consumer
and business behaviour. They examine how individuals might respond to incentives.
Students are encouraged to investigate contemporary examples and case studies to
enhance their understanding of the introductory economics concepts.

Unit 2: Economic issues and living
standards
In this unit, students consider the link between economic activity and economic growth
and investigate the importance of economic growth in raising living standards. They
evaluate the benefits and costs of continued economic growth and consider the extent to
which our current measurements of living standards are adequate. Students undertake an
applied economic analysis of two contemporary economics issues from a local, national
and international perspective. They use the tools of data collection, analysis, synthesis and
evaluation to examine the issue through an economics lens.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Thinking like an economist
• Decision making in markets

• Economic activity
• Applied economic analysis of local, national and international economic issues

Assessment

Assessment

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1A
○ SAC 1B
○ SAC 2

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
○ Exams

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE Economics Unit 2

VCE Economics Unit 3&4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

Year 9 and 10 Humanities subjects: The Start Up, Dollars and Sense

VCE Economics Unit 3&4
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YEAR 12

HUMANITIES | VCE ECONOMICS UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Australia’s living standards

Unit 4: Managing the economy

In this unit, students investigate the role of the market in allocating resources and examine
the factors that affect the price and quantity traded for a range of goods and services.
Students develop an understanding of the key measures of efficiency and how market systems
might result in efficient outcomes. Students consider contemporary issues to explain the
need for government intervention in markets and why markets might fail to maximise
society’s living standards. Students also consider unintended consequences of government
intervention in the market.

In this unit, students focus on the role of policies in stabilising the business cycle to
achieve the domestic goals. Students develop an understanding of how the Australian
Government can alter the composition of budgetary outlays and receipts to directly
and indirectly affect the level of demand, the achievement of domestic goals and living
standards.

Students develop an understanding of the macroeconomy. They investigate the factors
that affect the level of aggregate demand and aggregate supply in the economy and apply
theories to explain how changes in these variables might affect achievement of domestic
macroeconomic goals and living standards.

Areas of Study
• An introduction to microeconomics: the market system, resource allocation and
government intervention
• Domestic macroeconomic goals
• Australia and the international economy

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1A
○ SAC 1B
○ SAC 2A
○ SAC 2B
○ SAC 3
• End-of-year examination

Students also examine the role of the RBA with a focus on its responsibility to conduct
monetary policy. Students consider how the tools of monetary policy can affect interest
rates, the transmission mechanism of monetary policy to the economy and how this
contributes towards the achievement of the domestic macroeconomic goals and living
standards.

Areas of Study
• Aggregate demand policies and domestic economic stability
• Aggregate supply policies

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1A
○ SAC 1B
○ SAC 2
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
University
TAFE

Future Pathways

Workforce (economist, business analyst, etc.)

VCE Economics Unit 4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Economics Unit 3

VCE Economics Unit 1&2
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YEAR 11

HUMANITIES | VCE GEOGRAPHY UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW
VCE Geography helps students make sense of the world around them. Students use specific skills and tools to gain a greater understanding of our ever-changing Earth.

Unit 1: Hazards and disasters

Unit 2: Tourism: issues and challenges

In this unit, students investigate how people have responded to specific types of hazards and
disasters. Hazards represent the potential to cause harm to people and or the environment,
whereas disasters are defined as serious disruptions of the functionality of a community at any
scale, involving human, material, economic or environmental losses and impacts. Hazards to be
investigated include a wide range of situations including fieldwork (overnight camp) on 2009 Black
Saturday Bushfires and a range of geophysical and biological disasters. Students examine the
processes involved with hazards and hazard events, consider their causes and impacts, the human
responses to these hazard events and the interconnection between human activities and natural
phenomena, including the impact of climate change. Students undertake an overview of hazards
before investigating two contrasting types of hazards and the responses to them.

In this unit, students investigate the characteristics of tourism: where it has developed,
its various forms, how it has changed and continues to change and its impact on people,
places and environments, issues and challenges of ethical tourism. Students select
contrasting examples of tourism from within Australia and elsewhere in the world to
support their investigations. Tourism at a local, regional and global scales emphasises the
interconnection within and between places as well as the impacts, issues and challenges
that arise from various forms of tourism. For example, the interconnections of climate,
landforms, culture and climate change help determine the characteristics of a place that
can prove attractive to tourists. Student investigate the growth of tourism at all scales and
that it requires appropriate management to ensure it is environmentally, socially, culturally
and economically sustainable. Student undertake fieldwork (overnight camp) at a local
tourism location and produce a fieldwork report on their research. Student use a range of
geospatial technologies to map and collect data.

Areas of Study
• Characteristics of hazards
• Response to hazards and disasters

Areas of Study

Assessment

• Characteristics of tourism
• Impact of tourism: issues and challenges

• School-based assessments:
○ SACs
○ Exams

Assessment

VCE Geography Unit 2

• School-based assessments:
○ SACs
○ Exams

Prior Learning

Future Pathways

Year 9 and 10 Geography subjects: Our Global Village, Prepping for the Apocalypse

VCE Geography Unit 3&4

Future Pathways

Prior Learning
VCE Geography Unit 1
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YEAR 12

HUMANITIES | VCE GEOGRAPHY UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Changing the land
In this unit, students focus on two investigations of geographical change: change to land cover and
change to land use. Natural land cover is altered by many processes such as geomorphological events
and climate change. Students investigate two major processes that are changing land cover in many
regions of the world: melting glaciers and ice sheets (as study for Greenland), and deforestation (a
study of Cameroon). They investigate the distribution and causes of the two processes. They do an in
depth case study for each of the processes to develop a greater understanding of the changes to land
cover produced by these processes, the impacts of these changes and responses to these changes at
different scales.
At a local scale students investigate land use change at Phillip Island (overnight camp) to support
penguin habitat using appropriate fieldwork techniques and secondary sources. They investigate the
processes of change, the reasons for change and the impacts of change.

In this unit, students investigate the geography of human populations. They explore the
patterns of population change, movement and distribution. Investigations include a study
of two significant trends: a growing population of one country and an ageing population of
another. Students consider the reasons for, impacts of and responses to these population
changes in different parts of the world.

Areas of Study
• Population dynamics
• Population issues and challenge

Assessment

Areas of Study

•
•
•
•
•
•

• Land cover change
• Land use change

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Unit 4: Human population:
trends and issues

School-based assessments
Written report
Fieldwork report
Case study
Analysis of geographical data

School-based assessments
Written report
Research report
Case study
Analysis of geographical data
End-of year examination

Future Pathways
University
TAFE

Future Pathways
VCE Geography Unit 3

Workforce (environmental conservation, surveyor, consultant, teacher, etc.)

Prior Learning

Prior Learning
VCE Geography Unit 3

VCE Geography Unit 1&2
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YEAR 11

HUMANITIES | VCE HISTORY: MODERN HISTORY UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Change and conflict

Unit 2: The changing world order

In this unit, students investigate the nature of social, political, economic and cultural
change in the later part of the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century.
They explore the nature of political, social and cultural change in the period between the
world wars. World War One is regarded by many as marking the beginning of twentieth
century history since it represented such a complete departure from the past and heralded
changes that were to have an impact for decades to come. The period after World War One
was characterised by significant social, cultural and political change.

In this unit, students explore the nature and impact of the Cold War and challenges and
changes to existing political, economic and social arrangements in the second half of
the twentieth century. The establishment of the United Nations in 1945 was intended to
take an internationalist approach to avoiding warfare, resolving political tensions and
addressing threats to human life and safety. Despite internationalist moves, the second
half of the twentieth century was dominated by the competing ideologies of democracy
and communism.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Ideology and conflict
• Social and cultural change

• Causes, course and consequences of the Cold War
• Challenge and change

Assessment

Assessment

• School-based assessments:
○ SACs
○ Exams

• School-based assessments:
○ SACs
○ Exams

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE History: Modern History Unit 2

VCE History: Revolutions Unit 3&4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

Year 9 and 10 Humanities subjects: What’s News? What’s In an ISM? Political Conflict
and Violence

VCE History: Modern History Unit 1
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YEAR 12

HUMANITIES | VCE HISTORY: REVOLUTIONS UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW
Revolutions represent great ruptures in time and are a major turning point which brings about the collapse and destruction of an existing political order resulting in a pervasive change to society.
Revolutions are caused by the interplay of ideas, events, individuals and popular movements. Revolution is a dramatically accelerated process whereby the new order attempts to create political
and social change and transformation based on a new ideology. Progress in a post-revolutionary society is not guaranteed or inevitable. Post-revolutionary regimes are often threatened internally
by civil war and externally by foreign threats. These challenges can result in a compromise of revolutionary ideals and extreme measures of violence, oppression and terror.

Unit 3: The Russian Revolution

Unit 4: The American Revolution

In this unit, students investigate the significant historical causes and consequences of
the Russian Revolution of 1917. They consider to what extent Marxist ideas challenged
Tsarist Autocracy and examine the historical perspectives of those who lived in the
post-revolutionary society and their experiences of everyday conditions of life that were
affected by the revolution, such as the peasants and workers in Russia.

In this unit, students investigate the significant historical causes and consequences of
the American Revolution of 1776. Students analyse the degree to which the influence of
Enlightenment ideas were instrumental in promoting change in the American colonies.
Their consequences have had a profound effect on the political and social structures of
the post-revolutionary society.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Causes of revolutions
• Consequences of revolutions

• Causes of revolutions
• Consequences of revolutions

Assessment

Assessment

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
• End-of-year examination

• School-based assessments:
○ SACs
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

University

VCE History: Revolutions Unit 4

TAFE

Prior Learning

Workforce (historian, lecturer, teacher, etc.)

VCE History: Modern History Unit 1&2

Prior Learning
VCE History: Revolutions Unit 3
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YEAR 11

HUMANITIES | VCE LEGAL STUDIES UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Guilt and liability

Unit 2: Sanctions, remedies and rights

In this unit, students develop an understanding of legal foundations, such as the different
types and sources of law and the existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria. Students
investigate key concepts of criminal law and civil law and apply these to actual and/or
hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an accused may be found guilty of a crime,
or liable in a civil dispute. In doing so, students develop an appreciation of the way in which
legal principles and information are used in making reasoned judgments and conclusions
about the culpability of an accused, and the liability of a party in a civil dispute.

In this unit, students focus on the enforcement of criminal law and civil law, the methods
and institutions that may be used to determine a criminal case or resolve a civil dispute,
and the purposes and types of sanctions and remedies and their effectiveness. Students
undertake a detailed investigation of two criminal cases and two civil cases from the past
four years to form a judgment about the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve the
principles of justice. Students develop their understanding of the way rights are protected
in Australia and in another country and possible reforms to the protection of rights.
They examine a significant case in relation to the protection of rights in Australia.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Legal foundations
• The presumption of innocence
• Civil liability

• Sanctions
• Remedies
• Rights

Assessment

Assessment

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
○ SAC 3
○ Exams

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 4
○ SAC 5
○ SAC 6
○ Exams

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE Legal Studies Unit 2

VCE Legal Studies Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
Year 9 and 10 Humanities: Teenagers and the Law

Prior Learning
VCE Legal Studies Unit 1
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HUMANITIES | VCE LEGAL STUDIES UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Rights and justice

Unit 4: The people are the law

In this unit, students examine the methods and institutions in the justice system and
consider their appropriateness in determining criminal cases and resolving civil disputes.
Students consider the Magistrates’ Court, County Court and Supreme Court within
the Victorian court hierarchy, as well as other Victorian legal institutions and bodies
available to assist with cases. Students explore matters such as the rights available to
an accused and to victims in the criminal justice system, the roles of the judge, jury, legal
practitioners and the parties, and the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve their
purposes. Students investigate the extent to which the principles of justice are upheld in
the justice system.

In this unit, students explore how the Australian Constitution establishes the law-making
powers of the Commonwealth and state parliaments and protects the Australian people
through structures that act as a check on parliament in law-making. Students develop
an understanding of the significance of the High Court in protecting and interpreting the
Australian Constitution. They investigate parliament and the courts, and the relationship
between the two in law-making, and consider the roles of the individual, the media and law
reform bodies in influencing law reform.

Areas of Study

• The people and the Australian Constitution
• The people, the parliament and the courts

• The Victorian criminal justice system
• The Victorian civil justice system

Assessment

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
• End-of-year examination

• School-based assessments:
○ SAC 1
○ SAC 2
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
University

Future Pathways

TAFE

VCE Legal Studies Unit 4

Workforce (lawyer, legal clerk, barrister, etc.

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Legal Studies Unit 1&2
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YEAR 11 + 12 HUMANITIES |

VET CERTIFICATE III IN BUSINESS (BSB30120)

COURSE OVERVIEW

Areas of Study

This course provides entry-level training for students seeking to undertake a wide
variety of careers in Business Administration. It also aims to provide participants with the
knowledge and skills that will enhance their employment prospects within a broad range
of business settings. This program is not suitable for students wishing to set up a small
business. This can be a scored assessment contributing to an ATAR score.

Assessment
Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit. There are a range of opportunities for students
to demonstrate key knowledge and key skills that may include: research tasks, projects,
design and produce business documents, develop work schedules, group assignments
and tests.

Future Pathways
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Further Tertiary study
Administration Officer
Human Resource Manager
Hotel Manager
Health Administrator
Public Relations Officer
Law Clerk
Accountant

Prior Learning

The course is delivered over a two-year period as follows.
Please note: courses and electives are subject to change at short notice.

Unit 1&2
BSBCUS201
BSBIND201*
BSBINM201
BSBINM202
BSBINN201
BSBITU211
BSBITU212
BSBITU213
BSBSMB201*
BSBSUS201
BSBWOR202
BSBWOR203
BSBWOR204*
FNSACC311
FNSFLT203*
FSKWTG009
FSKWTG006

Deliver a service to customers
Work effectively in a business environment
Process and maintain workplace information
Handle mail
Contribute to workplace innovation
Produce digital text documents
Create and use spreadsheets
Use digital technologies to communicate remotely
Identify suitability for micro business
Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices
Organise and complete daily work activities
Work effectively with others
Use business technology
Process financial transactions and extract interim reports
Develop knowledge of debt and consumer credit
Write routine workplace texts
Write simple workplace information
*Minimum for Units 1 and 2

Year 10 English and Mathematics

Unit 3&4
BSBCUS301
BSBINM301
BSBITU306
BSBPRO301
BSBWOR301
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Deliver and monitor a service to customers
Organise workplace information
Design and produce business documents
Recommend products and services
Organise personal work priorities and development

Languages
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society Unit 1&2

56

VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society Unit 3&4

57

VCE Indonesian Unit 1&2

58

VCE Indonesian Unit 3&4

59

VCE Italian Unit 1&2

60

VCE Italian Unit 3&4

61
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YEAR 11

LANGUAGES | VCE CHINESE LANGUAGE, CULTURE AND SOCIETY UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In this unit, students focus on Confucianism, China’s most important school of thought.
They explore the foundations of Chinese moral judgments and examine the significance
and impact of Confucianism on life in Chinese society. Students examine the core values
of this significant philosophical tradition in China, how it has influenced the structure of
Chinese society and its contribution to social harmony.

In this unit, students extend their understanding of Chinese philosophies through the
study of Daoism and Buddhism, and consider their significance in the myths and legends
of China. Students undertake research about Chinese cultural practices related to legend
worshipping to gain insights into how the three major philosophies of Confucianism,
Daoism and Buddhism are kept alive in daily life in Chinese-speaking communities.

Students develop language skills to use appropriate vocabulary and expressions to
interact with other speakers of the language. They share information related to subtopics
chosen from the table of prescribed topics and suggested subtopics. They develop their
listening and reading comprehension skills in Chinese and respond to questions effectively,
conveying information obtained. They also respond to written texts by producing original
texts in Chinese to express their personal ideas, opinions and views.

This unit also focuses on developing students’ capacity to interact and comment in spoken
Chinese. Students are given opportunities to view and read a range of Chinese language
texts related to subtopics chosen from the table of prescribed topics and suggested
subtopics. They consolidate their comprehension skills and writing skills to produce texts
that are appropriate for context and situation.

Areas of Study

• Major Chinese philosophies and Chinese myths and legends
• Speaking in Chinese
• Reading, viewing and writing in Chinese

• Confucianism and social harmony
• Listening and responding
• Reading and writing in Chinese

Assessment

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ written research report in English
○ an interview, discussion or a conversation in Chinese
○ role-play or short story in Chinese
○ informative report or article in Chinese

Future Pathways

• School-based assessments:
○ research report in English
○ an interview, discussion or a conversation in Chinese
○ role-play or short story in Chinese
○ informative report or article in Chinese

Future Pathways
VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society Unit 3&4

VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society Unit 2

Prior Learning

Prior Learning
VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society Unit 1

Year 9 and 10 Chinese
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YEAR 12

LANGUAGES | VCE CHINESE LANGUAGE, CULTURE AND SOCIETY UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Unit 4

In this unit, students investigate and examine how Chinese traditional values impact on
aspects of culture in the Chinese-speaking world. Students explore and analyse, in English,
the relationship that the three philosophies of Confucianism, Daoism and Buddhism have
with a range of Chinese cultural and social contexts.

In this unit, students explore key ideas related to the social and economic development of
contemporary China. They study topics such as economic change, technological change,
and social and political change, and they consider the role of Chinese philosophies as well
as social and cultural values in contemporary China.

Students consolidate their language skills by reading and listening to texts on subtopics
chosen from the table of prescribed topics and suggested subtopics. They convey
their understanding of the texts by responding to questions in Chinese characters, and
they develop skills to produce informative writing. Students also use their knowledge
to interpret and analyse meaning from linguistic and contextual features of a range of
Chinese language stimulus materials and produce simple texts as responses.

Students reflect upon their own and others’ cultural values and further develop crosscultural communication skills on subtopics chosen from the table of prescribed topics
and suggested subtopics. They participate in oral interactions in Chinese to exchange
meaning. Information is also accessed through a range of texts, and there is an emphasis
on further development of students’ capacity to convey meaning effectively in imaginative
and personal writing in Chinese.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Chinese philosophies and their impact on Chinese society
• Listening and responding
• Reading and writing in Chinese

• Social and economic development of contemporary China
• Speaking in Chinese
• Reading, viewing and writing in Chinese

Assessment

Assessment

• School-based assessments
○ SACs
• End-of-year examination

• School-based assessments
○ SACs
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society Unit 3

Tertiary studies in Languages, International Studies and Communications

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society Unit 1&2

VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society Unit 3
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YEAR 11

LANGUAGES | VCE INDONESIAN UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In this unit, students develop an understanding of the language and culture/s of
Indonesian-speaking communities. Students access and share useful information on a
range of topics and subtopics through Indonesian and consolidate and extend vocabulary
and grammar knowledge and language skills. They focus on analysing cultural products
or practices including visual, spoken or written texts. Cultural products or practices can
be drawn from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. These may include the
following: stories, poems, plays, novels, songs, films, photographs, artworks, architecture,
technology, food, clothing, sports and festivals. Students apply acquired knowledge
of Indonesian culture and language to new contexts. Students reflect on the interplay
between language and culture, and its impact on the individual’s language use in specific
contexts and for specific audiences.

In this unit, students further develop an understanding of aspects of language and culture
through the study more topics and different subtopic. Students analyse visual, spoken
and written texts and access and share useful information on the topics and subtopics.
Students consolidate and extend their language skills, vocabulary, grammar knowledge of
Indonesian. Cultural products or practices can be used to demonstrate how culture and
perspectives may vary between communities. Students reflect on the interplay between
language and culture, and its impact on meaning, understanding and the individual’s
language use in specific contexts and for specific audiences.

Areas of Study
• Interpersonal communication
• Interpretive communication
• Presentational communication

• Interpersonal communication
• Interpretive communication
• Presentational communication

Assessment

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ conversation, interview, role-play or oral presentation
○ film review
○ reading and listening tasks
○ written presentation

Future Pathways

• School-based assessments:
○ conversation, interview or role-play
○ reading and listening tasks
○ extedned writing

Future Pathways
VCE Indonesian Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
VCE Indonesian Unit 2

VCE Indonesian Unit 2

Prior Learning
Year 9 and 10 Indonesian subjects
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YEAR 12

LANGUAGES | VCE INDONESIAN UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Unit 4

In this unit, students investigate the way Indonesian speakers interpret and express ideas
and negotiate and persuade in Indonesian through the study of three or more subtopics
prescribed themes and topics. Students interpret information, inform others, and reflect
upon and develop persuasive arguments. Students access and share useful information on
the subtopics through Indonesian and consolidate and extend vocabulary and grammar
knowledge and language skills. Students consider the influence of language and culture in
shaping meaning and reflect on the practices, products and perspectives of the cultures
of Indonesian-speaking communities. They reflect on how knowledge of Indonesian and
Indonesian-speaking communities can be applied in a range of contexts and endeavours,
such as further study, travel, business or community involvement.

In this unit, students investigate aspects of culture through the study of an additional
two or more subtopics from prescribed themes and topics. Students build on their
knowledge of Indonesian-speaking communities, considering cultural perspectives
and language and explaining personal observations. Students consolidate and extend
vocabulary, grammar knowledge and language skills to investigate the topics through
Indonesian. Students identify and reflect on cultural products or practices that provide
insights into Indonesian-speaking communities. Cultural products or practices are drawn
from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. Students reflect on the ways
culture, place and time influence values, attitudes and behaviours. They consider how
knowledge of more than one culture can influence the ways individuals relate to each
other and function in the world.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Interpersonal communication
• Interpretive communication
• Presentational communication

• Interpersonal communication
• Interpretive communication
• Presentational communications

Assessment
• School-based assessments
○ role play and conversations
○ responses to written, spoken and viewed texts
○ extended writing
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways

• School-based assessments:
○ role play and conversations
○ written analysis of a variety of texts
○ extended writing
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways

VCE Indonesian Unit 4

Tertiary studies in Languages, International Studies and Communications

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Indonesian Unit 1&2
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YEAR 11

LANGUAGES | VCE ITALIAN UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In the unit, students develop an understanding of the language and culture/s of Italianspeaking communities through the study of three or more topics such as The Individual,
The Italian-Speaking Communities and The World Around Us from a diverse range of texts,
activities and creations. Each area of study in the unit focuses on a different subtopic.
Students access and share useful information on the topics and subtopics through Italian
and consolidate and extend vocabulary and grammar knowledge and language skills.
Students focus on analysing cultural products or practices including visual, spoken or
written texts.

In this unit, students develop a greater understanding of aspects of Italian language and
culture. Students reflect on the interplay between language and culture, and its impact
on meaning, understanding and the individual’s language use in specific contexts and for
specific audiences. Students explain information, ideas and concepts orally in Italian to a
specific audience about an aspect of culture within communities where Italian is spoken.

Areas of Study
• Interpersonal communication
• Interpretive communication
• Presentational communication

Areas of Study
• Interpersonal communication
• Interpretive communication
• Presentational communication

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ interviews or role-play
○ written presentation
○ SACs

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ interviews or role-play
○ written presentation
○ SACs

Future Pathways
VCE Italian Unit 3&4

Future Pathways

Prior Learning

VCE Italian Unit 2

VCE Italian Unit 1

Prior Learning
Year 9 and 10 Italian subjects
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YEAR 12

LANGUAGES | VCE ITALIAN UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Unit 4

In this unit, students investigate the way Italian speakers interpret and express ideas and
negotiate and persuade in Italian. Students interpret information, inform others, and reflect
upon and develop persuasive arguments. Students access and share useful information
through Italian and consolidate and extend vocabulary and grammar knowledge and
language skills. Students consider the influence of language and culture in shaping
meaning and reflect on the practices, products and perspectives of the cultures of Italianspeaking communities. They reflect on how knowledge of Italian and Italian-speaking
communities can be applied in a range of contexts and endeavours, such as further study,
travel, business or community involvement.

In this unit, students investigate aspects of culture and build on their knowledge of Italianspeaking communities, considering cultural perspectives and language and explaining
personal observations. Students consolidate and extend vocabulary, grammar knowledge
and language skills to investigate the topics through Italian. Students identify and reflect
on cultural products or practices that provide insights into Italian-speaking communities
from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. Students reflect on the ways culture,
place and time influence values, attitudes and behaviours and consider how knowledge of
more than one culture can influence the ways individuals relate to each other and function
in the world.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Interpersonal communication
• Interpretive communication
• Presentational communication

• Interpersonal communication
• Interpretive communication
• Presentational communication

Assessment

Assessment

• School-based assessments:
○ SACs
○ role play
○ written and spoken exchanges
• End-of-year examination

• School-based assessments:
○ SACs
○ role play
○ written and spoken exchanges
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE Italian Unit 4

Tertiary studies in Languages, International Studies and Communication

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Italian Unit 1&2

VCE Italian Unit 3
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Mathematics
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE General Mathematics Unit 1&2

63

VCE General Mathematics Unit 3&4

64

VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 1

65

VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 3

67

VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 2

66

VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 4

68

VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 1&2

69

VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 3&4

70

VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 1

71

VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 3

73

VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 2

72

VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 4
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YEAR 11

MATHEMATICS | VCE GENERAL MATHEMATICS UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: General Mathematics

Unit 2: General Mathematics

This unit caters for a range of student interests and contains assumed knowledge for
Units 2, 3 and 4 of VCE General Mathematics. Students are expected to apply techniques,
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists, tables and
matrices, diagrams and geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation,
recurrence relations, equations and graphs, with and without the use of technology.

General Mathematics Unit 2 caters for a range of student interests and contains assumed
knowledge for Units 3 and 4 of VCE General Mathematics. Students are expected to be
able to apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic,
sets, lists and tables, diagrams, networks and geometric constructions, algorithms,
algebraic manipulation, equations and graphs, with and without the use of technology.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Investigating and comparing data distributions
Algebra, number and structure
Linear functions, graphs, equations and models
Matrices

Investigating relationships between two numerical variables
Graphs and networks
Variation
Space, measurement and applications of trigonometry

Assessment

Assessment

• Mathematical investigation
• SACs
• Examinations

• Mathematical investigation
• SACs
• Examinations

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE General Mathematics Unit 2

VCE General Mathematics Unit 3&4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

Year 10 Mathematics: A Rich Life

VCE General Mathematics Unit 1

Year 10 Mathematics: Mathematics on the Move
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YEAR 12

MATHEMATICS | VCE GENERAL MATHEMATICS UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: General Mathematics

Unit 4: General Mathematics

In this unit, students focus on real-life application of mathematics. Assumed knowledge
and skills are contained in General Mathematics Unit 1&2 and will be drawn on, as
applicable, in the development of related content areas of study, and key knowledge and
key skills for the outcomes of this unit. Students apply techniques, routines and processes
involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists, tables, diagrams, networks, algorithms,
algebraic manipulation, recurrence relations, equations and graphs. They should have
facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The
use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic statistical and financial functionality of
technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in
related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout this unit as applicable.

In this unit, students focus on real-life application of mathematics. Assumed knowledge and
skills are contained in General Mathematics Unit 1&2 and will be drawn on, as applicable, in
the development of related content areas of study, and key knowledge and key skills for the
outcomes of General Mathematics Unit 3. In this course, students are expected to be able
to apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists,
tables and matrices, diagrams, networks, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, recurrence
relations, equations and graphs. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand
approaches to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric,
symbolic statistical and financial functionality of technology for teaching and learning
mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated
throughout this unit as applicable.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Data analysis
• Recursion and financial modelling

• Matrices
• Networks and decision mathematics

Assessment

Assessment

• Application task
• Modelling or problem-solving task
• Examinations

• Modelling and problem-solving task
• Examinations

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE General Mathematics Unit 4

University

University study

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE General Mathematics Unit 3

VCE General Mathematics Unit 1&2

VCE General Mathematics Unit 1&2
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YEAR 11

MATHEMATICS | VCE FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS UNIT 1

COURSE OVERVIEW

[Only for students doing an unscored VCE Mathematics]

Unit 1

Prior Learning

In this unit, students develop and enhance their mathematics skills through the study of
function and pattern in number, logic, space, and structure, and of randomness, chance,
variability, and uncertainty in data and events. The study supports thinking and a means of
symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise, and precise. Mathematics also
provides a means by which people can understand and manage human and natural aspects
of the world and interrelationships between these. Learning activities are both theoretical
and practical and hypothesising and problem-posing; estimating, calculating, computing, and
constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting, and inferring; applying, investigating, modelling
and problem-solving. Students develop their knowledge and capability to plan and conduct
activities independently and collaboratively, communicate their mathematical ideas, acquire
mathematical knowledge and skills to make informed decisions in their lives.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•
•

Algebra, number, and structure
Data analysis, probability and statistics
Discrete mathematics
Space and measurement
Mathematical investigation

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, portfolio, projects, data analysis, reports, modelling tasks, oral and
written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways
VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 2
Further TAFE study
Apprenticeships
Employment
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YEAR 11

MATHEMATICS | VCE FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

[Only for students doing an unscored VCE Mathematics]

Unit 2

Prior Learning

In this unit, students develop and enhance their mathematics skills through the study of
function and pattern in number, logic, space, and structure, and of randomness, chance,
variability, and uncertainty in data and events. The study supports thinking and a means of
symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise, and precise. Mathematics also
provides a means by which people can understand and manage human and natural aspects
of the world and interrelationships between these. Learning activities are both theoretical
and practical and hypothesising and problem-posing; estimating, calculating, computing, and
constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting, and inferring; applying, investigating, modelling
and problem-solving. Students develop their knowledge and capability to plan and conduct
activities independently, collaboratively communicate their mathematical ideas and acquire
mathematical knowledge and skills to make informed decisions in their lives.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•
•

Algebra, number, and structure
Data analysis, probability and statistics
Discrete mathematics
Space and measurement
Mathematical investigation

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, portfolio, projects, data analysis, reports, modelling tasks, oral and
written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways
VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 3&4
Further TAFE study
Apprenticeships
Employment
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MATHEMATICS | VCE FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

[Only for students doing an unscored VCE Mathematics]

Unit 3

Prior Learning

In this unit, students focus, develop and enhance their mathematics skills to solve problems
in real contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning, community and global
settings relevant to contemporary society. Learning activities are both theoretical and
practical with hypothesising and problem-posing; estimating, calculating, computing, and
constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting, and inferring; applying, investigating, modelling
and problem-solving. Students develop their knowledge and capability to plan and conduct
activities independently and collaboratively, communicate their mathematical ideas, and
acquire mathematical knowledge and skills to make informed decisions in their lives.
Students apply skills learnt in the use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and
statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•
•
•

Algebra, number, and structure
Data analysis
Probability and statistics
Discrete mathematics
Space and measurement
Mathematical investigation

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, portfolio, projects, data analysis, reports, modelling tasks, industry, oral
and written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways
VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 4
Further TAFE study
Apprenticeships
Employment
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YEAR 12

MATHEMATICS | VCE FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

[Only for students doing an unscored VCE Mathematics]

Unit 4
In this unit, students focus, develop and enhance their mathematics skills to solve problems
in real contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning, community and global
settings relevant to contemporary society. Learning activities are both theoretical and
practical with hypothesising and problem-posing; estimating, calculating, computing, and
constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting, and inferring; applying, investigating, modelling
and problem-solving. Students develop their knowledge and capability to plan and conduct
activities independently and collaboratively, communicate their mathematical ideas, and
acquire mathematical knowledge skills to make informed decisions in their lives. Students
apply skills learnt in the use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical
functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•

Algebra, number, and structure
Data analysis, probability, and statistics
Discrete mathematics, financial and consumer mathematics
Space and measurement

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit.
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, portfolio, projects, data analysis, reports, modelling tasks, industry, oral
and written reflections, and digital presentations.

Future Pathways
Further Tertiary study
Apprenticeships
Employment

Prior Learning
VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 1&2, 3
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MATHEMATICS | VCE MATHEMATICAL METHODS UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Mathematical Methods

Unit 2: Mathematical Methods

This unit provides an introductory study of simple elementary functions of a single real
variable, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their applications in a variety
of practical and theoretical contexts. The units are designed as preparation for VCE
Mathematical Methods Unit 3&4 and contain assumed knowledge and skills for these units.
Students apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic,
sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algorithms, algebraic
manipulation, equations, graphs and differentiation, with and without the use of
technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to
estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and
statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working
mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout this unit as
applicable.

In this unit, students are introduced to the study of simple elementary functions of a
single real variable, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their applications in
a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. The units are designed as preparation
for VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 3&4 and contain assumed knowledge and skills for
these units. Students apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational and
real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algorithms,
algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs and differentiation, with and without the use
of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches
to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and
statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working
mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout this unit as
applicable.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

•
•
•
•

Functions, relations and graphs
Algebra, number and structure
Calculus
Data analysis, probability and statistics

Assessment
• SACs: tests, modelling or problem-solving tasks, mathematical investigations
• Examinations

Future Pathways

•
•
•
•

Functions, relations and graphs
Algebra, number and structure
Calculus
Data analysis, probability and statistics

Assessment
• SACs: tests, modelling or problem-solving tasks, mathematical investigations
• Examinations

Future Pathways

VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 2

VCE Mathematical Methods Units 3&4

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

Year 10 Mathematics: Mathematics on the Move
Year 10 Mathematics: Mathematical Modelling 1 and 2
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VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 2

YEAR 12

MATHEMATICS | VCE MATHEMATICAL METHODS UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Mathematical Methods

Unit 4: Mathematical Methods

In this unit, students are extended to the introductory study of simple elementary
functions of a single real variable, to include combinations of these functions, algebra,
calculus, probability and statistics, and their applications in a variety of practical and
theoretical contexts. Students apply techniques, routines and processes involving
rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions,
algorithms, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation, anti-differentiation,
integration and inference, with and without the use of technology. They should have
facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The
use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of technology
for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout this unit as applicable.

In this unit, students extend their knowledge of the introductory study of simple
elementary functions of a single real variable, to include combinations of these functions,
algebra, calculus, probability and statistics, and their applications in a variety of practical
and theoretical contexts. Students apply techniques, routines and processes involving
rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions,
algorithms, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation, anti-differentiation,
integration and inference, with and without the use of technology. They should have
facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The
use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of technology
for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related
assessment, is to be incorporated throughout this unit as applicable.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Functions, relations and graphs
• Algebra, number and structure
• Calculus

•
•
•
•

Assessment

Functions, relations and graphs
Algebra, number and structure
Calculus
Data analysis, probability and statistic

Assessment

• Application task
• Examinations

• Modelling task
• Problem-solving task
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 4

Future Pathways

Prior Learning

University studies

VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 1&2

Prior Learning
VCE Mathematics Methods Unit 3
VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 1&2
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MATHEMATICS | VCE SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNIT 1

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Specialist Mathematics
In this unit, students undertake an in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis on
concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, problemsolving, reasoning and proof. This study has a focus on interest in the discipline of
mathematics and investigation of a broad range of applications, as well as development of
a sound background for further studies in mathematics and mathematics related fields.
VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 1&2 and Specialist Mathematics Unit 1&2, taken in
conjunction, provide a comprehensive preparation for Specialist Mathematics Unit 3&4.
Study of Specialist Mathematics Unit 3&4 also assumes concurrent study or previous
completion of Mathematical Methods Unit 3&4.
Supply apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational, real and complex
arithmetic, sets, lists, tables and matrices, diagrams, graphs, logic gates and geometric
constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, recurrence relations, equations and
graphs, with and without the use of technology. They construct proofs and develop
and interpret algorithms to solve problems. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric,
symbolic and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics,
for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout
this unit as applicable.

Areas of Study
• Algebra, number and structure
• Discrete mathematics
• Mathematical investigation

Assessment
• SACs: tests, modelling or problem-solving tasks, mathematical investigations
• Examinations
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Future Pathways
VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 2

Prior Learning
Year 10 Mathematics: Mathematics on the Move
Year 9 and 10 Mathematics: Mathematical Modelling 1 and 2

YEAR 11

MATHEMATICS | VCE SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 2: Specialist Mathematics

Assessment

In this unit, students undertake an in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis on
concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, problemsolving, reasoning and proof. Students focus on interest in the discipline of mathematics
and investigation of a broad range of applications, as well as development of a sound
background for further studies in mathematics and mathematics related fields.

• SACs: tests, modelling or problem-solving tasks, mathematical investigations
• Examinations

VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 1&2 and Specialist Mathematics Unit 1&2, taken in
conjunction, provide a comprehensive preparation for Specialist Mathematics Unit 3&4.
Study of VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 3&4 also assumes concurrent study or previous
completion of Mathematical Methods Unit 3&4.

Prior Learning

Students apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational, real and complex
arithmetic, sets, lists, tables and matrices, diagrams, graphs, logic gates and geometric
constructions, algorithms, algebraic manipulation, recurrence relations, equations and
graphs, with and without the use of technology. They construct proofs and develop and
interpret algorithms to solve problems. They should have facility with relevant mental
and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical,
geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning
mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated
throughout this unit as applicable.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•
•

Data analysis, probability and statistics
Space and measurement
Algebra, number and structure
Functions, relations and graphs
Mathematical investigation
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MATHEMATICS | VCE SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Specialist Mathematics
Unit 3&4 Specialist Mathematics is an in-depth study of mathematics with an emphasis on
concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, and problem
solving. Specialist Mathematics Unit 4 assumes familiarity with the key knowledge and
key skills from Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2; the key knowledge and key skills from
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2; and concurrent study or previous completion of
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. Together these cover the assumed knowledge and
skills for Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4, which are drawn on as applicable in the
development of content from the areas of study and key knowledge and key skills for the
outcomes.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•

Discrete mathematics
Calculus
Space and measurement
Data analysis, probability and statistics

Assessment
• Modelling task
• Problem solving task
• Examinations

Future Pathways
VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 4
University studies

Prior Learning
VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 1&2
VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 1&2
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MATHEMATICS | VCE SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 4: Specialist Mathematics
Unit 3&4 Specialist Mathematics is an in-depth study of mathematics with an emphasis
on concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure, modelling, and
problem solving.
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 assumes familiarity with the key knowledge and key skills
from Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2; the key knowledge and key skills from Specialist
Mathematics Units 1 and 2; and concurrent study or previous completion of Mathematical
Methods Units 3 and 4. Together these cover the assumed knowledge and skills for
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4, which are drawn on as applicable in the development
of content from the areas of study and key knowledge and key skills for the outcomes.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•

Discrete mathematics
Algebra, number and structure
Space and measurement
Calculus

Assessment
• Application task
• Examination

Future Pathways
University studies in mathematics, science, information technology and engineering

Prior Learning
VCE Specialist Mathematics Unit 3
VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 1&2
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MUSIC
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Music Performance Unit 1&2
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VCE Music Repertoire Performance Unit 3

77

VCE Music Repertoire Performance Unit 4

78

VCE Music Composition Unit 3

79

VCE Music Composition Unit 4

80

VCE Music Contemporary Performance Unit 3&4

81

VCE Music Inquiry Unit 3

82

VCE Music Inquiry Unit 4
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YEAR 11

MUSIC | VCE MUSIC PERFORMANCE UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Organisation of Music

Unit 2: Effect of Music

In this unit, students explore and develop their understanding of how music is organised.
By performing, creating, analysing and responding to music works that exhibit different
approaches, students explore and develop their understanding of the possibilities of
musical organisation. They prepare and perform ensemble and/or solo musical works
to develop technical control, expression and stylistic understanding on their chosen
instrument/sound source. At least two works should be associated with their study of
approaches to music organisation. They create (arrange, compose or improvise) short
music exercises that reflect their understanding of the organisation of music and the
processes they have studied. They develop knowledge of music language concepts as they
analyse and respond to a range of music, becoming familiar with the way music creators
treat elements of music and concepts and use compositional devices to create works that
communicate their ideas.

In this unit, students focus on the way music can be used to create an intended effect.
By performing, analysing and responding to music works/examples that create different
effects, students explore and develop their understanding of the possibilities of how
effect can be created. Through creating their own music, they reflect this exploration
and understanding. Students prepare and perform ensemble and/or solo musical works
to develop technical control, expression and stylistic understanding using their chosen
instrument/sound source. They should perform at least one work to convey a specified
effect and demonstrate this in performance. They create (arrange, compose or improvise)
short music exercises that reflect their understanding of the organisation of music and the
processes they have studied. As they analyse and respond to a wide range of music, they
become familiar with the way music creators treat elements and concepts of music and
use compositional devices to create works that communicate their ideas. They continue
to develop their understanding of common musical language concepts by identifying,
recreating and notating these concepts.

Areas of Study
• Performance
• Creation of music
• Analysis and response to music

Areas of Study

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Performance SAC
Preparation for Performance Mastery SAC
Music Language SAC
Composition and/or Improvisation SAC

Future Pathways
VCE Music Performance Unit 2

• Performance
• Creation of music
• Analysis and response to music

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Performance SAC
Preparation for Performance Mastery SAC
Music Language SAC
Composition and/or Improvisation SAC

Future Pathways

Prior Learning

VCE Music Contemporary Performance Unit 3&4

Year 10 Music is preferred but not essential

Prior Learning
VCE Music Performance Unit 1

76

HOME

• GLOSSARY • LEARNING AREAS • MUSIC

YEAR 12

MUSIC | VCE MUSIC REPERTOIRE PERFORMANCE UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Future Pathways

In this unit, students whose musical interests are grounded in the recreation and
interpretation of notated musical works, and who wish to gain and share knowledge of
musical styles and performance practices. Students may present on any instrument for
which there is an established repertoire of notated works. They work towards a recital
program that demonstrates highly developed technical skills and stylistic refinement
as both a soloist and as an ensemble member. They develop the capacity for critical
evaluations of their performances and those of others, and an ability to articulate their
performance decisions with musical evidence and independence of thought.
Students begin developing the recital program they will present in Unit 4. This preparation
includes consideration of the historical performance practices and interpretative traditions
that inform the styles represented in their programs.
Students use music analysis skills to refine strategies for developing their performances.
They analyse technical, expressive and stylistic challenges relevant to the works they are
preparing for performance and present these strategies for assessment at a school-based
discussion.
Students analyse interpretation in a wide range of recorded music, responding to and
analysing musical elements, concepts and compositional devices. They develop their
ability to identify, recreate and notate music language concepts such as scales, melodies,
chords, harmony and rhythmic materials that relate to the works studied.

Areas of Study
• Performing
• Analysing for performance
• Responding

Assessment
• Solo and group performance SAC
• Preparation for performance mastery SAC
• Music language SAC
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VCE Music Repertoire Performance Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE Music Performance Unit 1&2 preferred but not essential

YEAR 12

MUSIC | VCE MUSIC REPERTOIRE PERFORMANCE UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 4

Future Pathways

In this unit, students whose musical interests are grounded in the recreation and
interpretation of notated musical works, and who wish to gain and share knowledge of
musical styles and performance practices. Students may present on any instrument for
which there is an established repertoire of notated works. They work towards a recital
program that demonstrates highly developed technical skills and stylistic refinement
as both a soloist and as an ensemble member. They develop the capacity for critical
evaluations of their performances and those of others, and an ability to articulate their
performance decisions with musical evidence and independence of thought.
Students continue to develop the performance program established in Unit 3 for their
end-of-year practical examination. This preparation includes consideration of the historical
performance practices and interpretative traditions that inform the styles represented in
their programs.
Students use music analysis skills to refine strategies for further developing and
presenting their final recital. They analyse technical, expressive and stylistic challenges
relevant to the works they are preparing for performance and present these strategies for
assessment at a school-based viva voce.
Students analyse interpretation in a wide range of music, responding to and analysing
musical elements, concepts, compositional devices and music language. Students also
learn how to recognise and notate music language concepts such as scales, melodies,
chords, harmony and rhythmic materials that relate to the works studied.

Areas of Study
• Performance
• Analysing for performance
• Responding

Assessment
• Solo and group performance exam
• Preparation for performance mastery SAC
• Music language exam
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Tertiary studies in music performance

Prior Learning
VCE Music Repertoire Performance Unit 3

YEAR 12

MUSIC | VCE MUSIC COMPOSITION UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3
In this unit, students explore the organisation of sound in music to create expressive
outcomes. Through critical listening, analysis and composition in notated and/or digital
media, students develop understanding of the way music is organised, created and
performed in a range of styles and traditions. Study of music works in diverse styles and
traditions involves aural and visual analysis and consideration of the organisation of each
work. Students’ analysis and knowledge of how composers use ideas, stimuli and creative
processes becomes a starting point for creating their own music.
Across both units students:
•

Create their own music in recorded and/or notated form, in both short exercise and
extended composition formats.

•

Undertake focused aural and/or visual analysis of selected works, thereby uncovering
music characteristics of these works and their associated styles. Students study
the ways composers/creators may have developed music ideas within the work,
deepening their understanding of the ways in which sound can be organised in music.
Students apply these skills in Unit 4 in an aural and/or visual analysis of their own
creative work.

•

Listen and respond to a wide variety of music excerpts in familiar and unfamiliar
styles.

•

Develop skills in aural analysis as they focus on the ways in which elements of music
are treated and compositional devices are used to elicit responses.

Areas of Study
• Creating
• Analysing for composition
• Responding
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Assessment
• Creative response SAC
• Music analysis response SAC
• Aural analysis and musical response SAC

Future Pathways
VCE Music Composition Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE Music Performance Unit 1&2 preferred but not essential

YEAR 12

MUSIC | VCE MUSIC COMPOSITION UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 4

Future Pathways

In this unit, students explore the organisation of sound in music to create expressive
outcomes. Through critical listening, analysis and composition in notated and/or digital
media, students develop understanding of the way music is organised, created and
performed in a range of styles and traditions. Study of music works in diverse styles and
traditions involves aural and visual analysis and consideration of the organisation of each
work. Students’ analysis and knowledge of how composers use ideas, stimuli and creative
processes becomes a starting point for creating their own music.
Across both units students:
Create their own music in recorded and/or notated form, in both short exercise and
extended composition formats.
Undertake focused aural and/or visual analysis of selected works, thereby uncovering
music characteristics of these works and their associated styles. Students study the ways
composers/creators may have developed music ideas within the work, deepening their
understanding of the ways in which sound can be organised in music. Students apply
these skills in Unit 4 in an aural and/or visual analysis of their own creative work.
Listen and respond to a wide variety of music excerpts in familiar and unfamiliar styles.
They develop skills in aural analysis as they focus on the ways in which elements of music
are treated and compositional devices are used to elicit responses.

Areas of Study
• Music analysis SAC

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Solo and group performance exam
Preparation for performance mastery SAC
Music language exam
Aural analysis SAC
Folio (externally assessed)
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University and further music related courses
Professional musician

Prior Learning
VCE Music Composition Unit 3

YEAR 12

MUSIC | VCE MUSIC CONTEMPORARY PERFORMANCE UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Unit 4

In this unit, students whose performance practice includes embellishment and/or
improvisation, uses collaborative and aural practices in learning, often takes recordings as
a primary text, and projects a personal voice.

In this unit, students whose performance practice includes embellishment and/or
improvisation, uses collaborative and aural practices in learning, often takes recordings as
a primary text, and projects a personal voice.
Students continue to work towards building a performance program they will present
at their end-of-year examination in line with their statement of intent. The program will
contain at least one performance that is a reimagined version of an existing work and an
original work created by an Australian artist since 1990.
Students continue to study the work of other performers and their approaches to
interpretation and personal voice in performing music works. They refine selected
strategies to optimise their own approach to performance.
Students further develop strategies to address the technical, expressive and stylistic
challenges relevant to works they are preparing for performance.
Students listen and respond to a further range of recorded music by a variety of
performers in contemporary styles. They continue to study music language concepts that
relate to contemporary music.

Students may present with any instrument or combination of instruments which will be
suitable to convey understanding of the key knowledge and application of key skills with
styles including (but not limited to) rock, pop, jazz, EDM, country, funk and R&B.
Students prepare a program for assessment in a live performance. They may be assessed
as primarily a member of a group or as a solo performer. All performances must include
one personally reimagined version of an existing work.
Across Unit 3&4 all students select works of their own choice for performance that allow
them to meet examination requirements and conditions as described in the performance
examination specifications.

Areas of Study
• Performing
• Analysing for performance
• Responding

Areas of Study

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Solo and group performance SAC
Preparation for performance mastery SAC
Music interpretation SAC
Music language SAC

• Performing
• Analysing for performance
• Responding

Assessment

Future Pathways

• Solo and group performance exam
• Preparation for performance mastery SAC
• Music language exam

VCE Music Contemporary Performance Unit 4

Future Pathways

Prior Learning

Tertiary studies in music performance

VCE Music Performance Unit 1&2 preferred but not essential

Prior Learning
VCE Music Contemporary Performance Unit 3
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YEAR 12

MUSIC | VCE MUSIC INQUIRY UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Influence in music
In this unit, students whose main interest is a combination of performing, composing/
arranging and investigating music through music making, analysing and responding in
relation to their particular interests. It recognises that music is frequently a collaborative art
where students work with others, and at other times individually. Music making is a collective
and integrated experience. It involves composing, arranging, interpreting, reimagining,
improvising, recreating, performing and critiquing music in an informed manner. All these
activities involve active engagement in imaginative music making, responding and remaking.
Students perform and compose/arrange music to demonstrate musical influences of an
existing style and/or performer in relation to their own works and the works of others.
Students develop aural skills by responding to music from a range of sources across time and
place, comparing their music characteristics. They analyse music works and/or styles and
explore how they have influenced subsequent music makers, including students’ own works.
They develop an understanding of how the treatment of music elements, concepts and
compositional devices in one work and/or style can be identified and explained in the works
of others, leading to a reflection on their own music making.

Areas of Study
• Making music
• Analysing for music making
• Responding

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Short performance work SAC
Composition / arrangement SAC
Music works analysis SAC
Music excerpts analysis SAC

Future Pathways
VCE Music Inquiry Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE Music Performance Unit 1&2 preferred but not essential
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YEAR 12

MUSIC | VCE MUSIC INQUIRY UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 4: Project

Assessment

In this unit, students deepen their understanding of the influence of music by considering
it at a personal level. They move from considering and reflecting on the influences in the
works of others to applying new understandings of influence in their own music making.
Students perform music to demonstrate musical influences of an existing style and/or
performer on their own works, and they create/arrange short music works that include
identifiable influences from an existing work/performer/style, which they are able
to explain.
Students develop aural skills by responding to music from a range of sources across
time and place, comparing their music characteristics. They analyse music works and/
or styles and explore how they have influenced their own music making. They develop
an understanding of how the treatment of music elements, concepts and compositional
devices in one work and/or style can be identified and explained in their own works.
Students choose their own area of investigation. This may be:
• a style
• a performer
• a creator
• a musical genre.
Students analyse at least two works from their chosen Area of Investigation. They discuss
how the treatment of music elements, concepts and compositional devices in these
works influence their own musical output. They describe the connections between these
works and their own music making. They perform on their chosen instrument. The works
performed will come from their chosen area of investigation. They create/arrange a music
work. The work should demonstrate direct connections to the chosen area of investigation.
Students continue to respond to a wide variety of music excerpts from a range of different
music traditions, times and locations. In their responses, they continue to develop skills in
identifying and describing similarities and differences between musical approaches.

Areas of Study
• Music analysis
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•
•
•
•
•

Solo and group performance exam
Preparation for performance mastery SAC
Music language exam
Folio (externally assessed)
End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
Tertiary studies in music

Prior Learning
VCE Music Inquiry Unit 3

Outdoor Education
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Unit 1&2

84
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85

VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Unit 3&4

86

YEAR 11

OUTDOOR EDUCATION | VCE OUTDOOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies is concerned with the ways in which humans interact with and relate to outdoor environments. ‘Outdoor environments’ refers to environments that
have had minimum influence from humans, as well as those environments that have been subject to different levels of human intervention. The study enables students to make critically
informed comment on questions of environmental sustainability and to understand the importance of environmental health, particularly in local contexts.

Unit 1: Exploring outdoor experiences
In this unit, students examine some of the ways in which humans understand and relate
to nature through their own outdoor experiences. The focus is on individual and personal
responses to, and experiences of, outdoor environments.

Areas of Study
• Motivations for outdoor experiences
• Influences on outdoor experiences

Assessment

Unit 2: Discovering outdoor
environments
In this unit students focus on the impact of nature on humans, and the ecological, social
and economic impacts of humans on outdoor environments.

Areas of Study
• Investigating outdoor environments
• Impacts on outdoor environments

Assessment

• Journal / multimedia
• Structured questions
• Written test

Future Pathways
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Education Unit 2, 3&4

Prior Learning

•
•
•
•

Journal / multimedia
Structured questions
Written response
Exam

Future Pathways
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Education Unit 3&4

Year 10 Outdoor Education: Groundbreakers Alpine (suggested but not compulsory)
Year 10 Outdoor Education: Groundbreakers Water (suggested but not compulsory)

Prior Learning
Year 10 Outdoor Education: Groundbreakers Alpine (suggested but not compulsory)
Year 10 Outdoor Education: Groundbreakers Water (suggested but not compulsory)
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YEAR 12

OUTDOOR EDUCATION | VCE OUTDOOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies is concerned with the ways in which humans interact with and relate to outdoor environments. ‘Outdoor environments’ refers to environments that
have had minimum influence from humans, as well as those environments that have been subject to different levels of human intervention. The study enables students to make critically
informed comment on questions of environmental sustainability and to understand the importance of environmental health, particularly in local contexts.

Unit 3: Relationships with outdoor
environments

Unit 4: Sustainable outdoor
relationships

In this unit, students focus on the ecological, historical and social contexts of relationships
between humans and outdoor environments in Australia. Case studies of a range of
impacts on outdoor environments are examined in the context of the changing nature of
human relationships with outdoor environments in Australia.

In this unit, students explore the sustainable use and management of outdoor
environments. It examines the contemporary state of environments in Australia, considers
the importance of healthy outdoor environments, and examines the issues relating to the
capacity of outdoor environments to support the future needs of the Australian population.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Historical relationships with outdoor environments
• Relationships with Australian environments since 1990

• Healthy outdoor environments
• Sustainable outdoor environments

Assessment

Assessment

• School-based assessments:
○ Journal / multimedia
○ Structured questions
○ Written response

• School-based assessments:
○ Journal / multimedia
○ Structured questions
○ Written response
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Education Unit 4

Future Pathways

Bachelor of Outdoor Education

Bachelor of Outdoor Education

Diploma in Outdoor Recreation

Diploma in Outdoor Recreation
Park Ranger, Marine Biologist, Outdoor Guide, Environmental Scientist, etc.

Prior Learning
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Education Unit 1&2 (suggested but not compulsory)

Prior Learning
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Education Unit 3
VCE Outdoor and Environmental Eduction Unit 1&2 (suggested but not compulsory)
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Performing Arts
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Drama Unit 1&2

88

VCE Drama Unit 3&4

89

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 1&2

90

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 3&4

91
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YEAR 11

PERFORMING ARTS | VCE DRAMA UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Introducing performance styles

Unit 2: Australian identity

In this unit, students focus on creating, presenting and analysing a devised performance
that includes real or imagined characters and is based on stimulus material that reflects
personal, cultural and/or community experiences and stories. Additionally, it also involves
analysis of a student’s own performance work and of a performance by professional
drama practitioners. They manipulate expressive skills in the creation and presentation of
characters and develop awareness and understanding of how characters are portrayed and
document the processes they use.

In this unit, students use and document the processes involved in constructing a devised
solo or ensemble performance that uses eclectic performance styles. Students create,
present and analyse a performance based on a person, an event, an issue, a place, an
artwork, a text and/or an icon from a contemporary or historical Australian context.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•

Creating a devised performance
Presenting a devised performance
Analysing a devised performance
Analysing a professional Drama performance

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•
•

Solo or ensemble Drama work demonstrating playmaking techniques
Solo or ensemble Drama work to demonstrate characters
Analysis of the work
Written analysis to structured questions
Exam
Students are assessed as per the VCAA study design

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•

Using Australia as inspiration
Presenting a devised performance
Analysing a devised performance
Analysing an Australian drama performance

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•
•

An oral presentation
A multimedia presentation
Responses to structured questions.
Journal
Exam
Students are assessed as per the VCAA study design

Future Pathways
VCE Drama Unit 3&4

Future Pathways

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 3&4

VCE Drama Unit 2, 3&4

Prior Learning

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 2, 3&4

VCE Drama Unit 1

Prior Learning

Year 10 Drama: Lights! Sound! Action!

Year 10 Drama: Lights! Sound! Action!
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YEAR 12

PERFORMING ARTS | VCE DRAMA UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Devised ensemble performance

Unit 4: Devised solo performance

In this unit, students devise an eclectic ensemble performance. Students explore a range
of performance styles from a diverse range of contemporary and cultural traditions and
work collaboratively to devise and present an ensemble performance. Students document
and evaluate the playmaking and performance stages of their ensemble, analyse a
professional performance that incorporates eclectic performance styles and production
elements selected from the prescribed VCE Drama Unit 3 Playlist.

In this unit, students focus on the development and presentation of eclectic devised solo
performances. Students develop skills in extracting dramatic potential from stimulus
material and use dramatic elements, conventions, performance styles and performance
and expressive skills as they work towards the devising and performing a solo performance
in response to stimuli set by the VCAA. Students also document and evaluate the stages
involved in the creation, development and presentation of a solo performance.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Devising and presenting ensemble performance
• Analysing a devised ensemble performance
• Analysing and evaluating a professional drama performance

• Demonstrating techniques of solo performance
• Devising a solo performance
• Analysing and evaluating a devised solo performance

Assessment

Assessment

• Development and presentation of characters within a devised ensemble
• Analyse the use of processes, techniques and skills to create and present a devised
ensemble performance
• Analyse and evaluate a professional drama performance
• End of year performance examination
• End-of year written examination

• One- to two-minute presentation of a solo demonstration devised from given
stimulus material
• Short oral or written statement, which describes techniques used in the demonstration
• School-based assessment
• External assessment

Future Pathways

Future Pathways
University and further study

VCE Drama Unit 4
VCE Theatre Studies Unit 4

Industry-based employment (acting, directing, teaching, theatre-making, script writing,
media communication, drama critic, etc.)

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE Drama Unit 1&2

VCE Drama Unit 1&2, 3

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 1&2

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 1&2, 3
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YEAR 11

PERFORMING ARTS | VCE THEATRE STUDIES UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Pre-modern theatre styles
and conventions

Unit 2: Modern theatre styles and
conventions

In this unit, students focus on playscripts from the pre-modern era of theatre (pre-1920s).
Students study theatrical styles and stagecraft through working with playscripts in
both written and performance tasks, with an emphasis on the application of stagecraft.
Students also study theatrical and performance analysis and apply these skills to the
analysis of a play in performance. Theatre styles may include Greek, Elizabethan and
traditional Indigenous theatre forms.

In this unit, students focus on playscripts from the modern era (post-1920s). Students
study theatrical styles and stagecraft through working with playscripts in both written
and performance tasks, with an emphasis on the application of stagecraft. Students study
theatrical analysis and production evaluation and apply these skills to the analysis of a
play in performance. Theatrical styles may include Epic Theatre, Theatre of the Absurd,
Expressionism and Eclectic (contemporary theatre that incorporates a range of styles).

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Explore pre-modern theatre stypes and conventions
• Interpreting scripts
• Analysing a play in performance

• Explore modern theatre styles and conventions
• Interpreting scripts
• Analysing and evaluating a theatre production

Assessment

Assessment

• All assessments are school-based:
○ Interpretation of scripts from the modern era through the application of acting,
direction and / or design: costume, make-up, props, set, lighting, sound
○ Oral / visual / multimedia reports and / or presentations
○ Structured questions
○ A research report
○ At least one assessment task must be practice-based, at least one task must be
written and at least one task must include an oral component

• All assessments are school-based:
○ Interpretation of scripts from the modern era through the application of acting,
direction and/or design: costume, make-up, props, set, lighting, sound
○ Oral/visual/multimedia reports and/or presentations
○ Structured questions
○ A research report

Future Pathways

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 1
Year 10 Drama: Lights! Sound! Action!

Prior Learning
Year 10 Drama: Lights! Sound! Action!

HOME

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 3&4

Prior Learning

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 2
VCE Theatre Studies Unit 3&4
VCE Drama Unit 3&4
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YEAR 12

PERFORMING ARTS | VCE THEATRE STUDIES UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Producing theatre

Unit 4: Presenting an interpretation

In this unit, students interpret a playscript through the stages of a theatrical production.
Students specialise in two areas of stagecraft, working collaboratively in order to realise
the production of a playscript. They use the knowledge they develop from this experience
to analyse the ways stagecraft can be used to interpret unseen playscripts. Students also
attend a performance selected from the prescribed VCE Theatre Studies Unit 3 Playlist,
analysing and evaluating the interpretation of the playscript in the performance.

In this unit, students study theatrical treatment and the presentation of a monologue.
Students study a scene and associated monologue set by the VCAA, using selected areas
of stagecraft to realise their interpretation. Students’ work for Outcomes 1 and 2 is
supported through analysis of a performance selected from the prescribed VCE Theatre
Studies Unit 4 Playlist.

Areas of Study

• Researching and presenting theatrical possibilities
• Interpreting a monologue
• Analysing and evaluating a performance

• Staging Theatre
• Interpreting a Script
• Analysing and evaluating theatre

Assessment

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Areas of Study

•
•
•
•
•

Written report
Oral presentation
Analytical essay
Responses to structured questions
School-assessed coursework

School-assessed coursework
responses to structured questions
an analytical essay
monologue examination
end-of-year written examination

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

Bachelor of Fine Arts

VCE Theatre Studies Unit 4

Acting, Music Theatre, Arts Administrator, Entertainer, Film and Stage and Television
Director, Media Presenter, Musician, Stage Manager, Producer, Screen Writer, Teacher,
Events Manager, Public Relations Professional, costume design and stage management
skills in set design, lighting and sound

Prior Learning
VCE Theatre Studies Unit 1&2

Prior Learning
VCE Theatre Studies Unit 1&2
VCE Theatre Studies Unit 3
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Science
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Biology Unit 1&2

93

VCE Biology Unit 3&4

94

VCE Chemistry Unit 1

95

VCE Chemistry Unit 3

97

VCE Chemistry Unit 2

96

VCE Chemistry Unit 4

98

VCE Physics Unit 1&2

99

VCE Physics Unit 3

100

VCE Psychology Unit 1

102

VCE Physics Unit 4

101

VCE Psychology Unit 2

103

VCE Psychology Unit 3

104

VCE Psychology Unit 4

105
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YEAR 11

SCIENCE | VCE BIOLOGY UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: How do organisms regulate
their functions?

Unit 2: How does inheritance impact
on diversity?

In this unit, students examine the cell as the structural and functional unit of life, from
the single celled to the multicellular organism, including the requirements for sustaining
cellular processes. Students focus on cell growth, replacement and death and the role of
stem cells in differentiation, specialisation, and renewal of cells. They explore how systems
function through cell specialisation in vascular plants and animals and consider the role
homeostatic mechanisms play in maintaining an animal’s internal environment.

In this unit, students explore reproduction and the transmission of biological information
from generation to generation and the impact this has on species diversity. They consider
the relationship between genes, and the environment and how that influences the
characteristics of living things. Students analyse patterns of inheritance, interpret pedigree
charts and predict outcomes of genetic crosses.

Areas of Study
• How do cells function?
• How do plant and animal systems function?
• How do scientific investigations develop understanding of how organisms regulate their
functions?

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Practical work
Analysis of a model or simulation
Topic tests
Student designed experiment – a scientific poster

Students consider the impacts of the potential use of cloning technologies. They study
structural, physiological and behavioural adaptations that enhance an organism’s survival.
Students explore interdependences between species, and how the distribution, density
and size of a population can change. They also consider the contributions of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and perspectives in understanding the survival of
organisms in Australian ecosystems.

Areas of Study
• How is inheritance explained?
• How do inherited adaptations impact on diversity?
• How do humans use science to explore and communicate contemporary bioethical issues?

Assessment
• Modelling of patterns of inheritance
• Case study analysis of diversity
• Response to a bioethical issue

Future Pathways
VCE Biology Unit 2
VCE Biology Unit 3&4

Future Pathways

Prior Learning

VCE Biology Unit 3&4

Students are strongly advised to successfully complete Biology-focused Science subjects
in Year 9 and 10

Prior Learning
VCE Biology Unit 1
Students are strongly advised to successfully complete Biology-focused Science subjects
in Year 9 and 10
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YEAR 12

SCIENCE | VCE BIOLOGY UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: How do cells maintain life?
In this unit students investigate the workings of the cell from several perspectives.
They explore the relationship between nucleic acids and proteins as key molecules
in cellular processes. Students analyse the structure and function of nucleic acids as
information molecules, gene structure and expression in prokaryotic and eukaryotic
cells and proteins as a diverse group of functional molecules. They examine the biological
consequences of manipulating the DNA molecule and applying biotechnologies.

Areas of Study
• What is the role of nucleic acids and proteins in maintaining life?
• How are biochemical pathways regulated?

Assessment

Unit 4: How does life change and
respond to challenges?
In this unit students consider the continual change and challenges to which life on Earth
has been, and continues to be, subjected to. They study the human immune system and the
interactions between its components to provide immunity to a specific pathogen. Students
consider how the application of biological knowledge can be used to respond to bioethical
issues and challenges related to disease. Students consider how evolutionary biology is
based on the accumulation of evidence over time. They investigate the impact of various
change events on a population’s gene pool and the biological consequences of changes
in allele frequencies. Students examine the evidence for structural trends in the human
fossil record, recognising that interpretations can be contested, refined or replaced when
challenged by new evidence.

• School-based assessments:
○ five set assessed tasks, one for each area of study. Each contribute ten percent to
the final subject score
• End-of-year examination that contributes fifty percent to the final score

Areas of Study

Future Pathways

Assessment

VCE Biology Unit 4

• How do organisms respond to pathogens?
• How are species related over time?
• How is scientific inquiry used to investigate cellular processes and/or biological change?
• School-based assessments:
○ five set assessed tasks, one for each area of study. Each contribute ten percent to the
final subject score
• End-of-year examination that contributes fifty percent to the final score

Prior Learning
VCE Biology Unit 1&2
It is highly recommended that some prior study of a Biology-focused subject in Year 9 and
10 is completed

Future Pathways
University and further studies in Biological Sciences including Botany, Genetics,
Immunology, Microbiology, Pharmacology and Zoology

Prior Learning
VCE Biology Unit 1&2
VCE Biology Unit 3
It is highly recommended that some prior study of a Biology-focused Science in Year 9 and
10 is completed
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YEAR 11

SCIENCE | VCE CHEMISTRY UNIT 1

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: How can the diversity of
materials be explained?
In this unit, students investigate the chemical structures and properties of a range of
materials, including covalent compounds, metals, ionic compounds and polymers. They are
introduced to ways that chemical quantities are measured. They consider how manufacturing
innovations lead to more sustainable products being produced for society through the use of
renewable raw materials and a transition from a linear economy towards a circular economy.
Students conduct practical investigations involving the reactivity series of metals, separation
of mixtures by chromatography, use of precipitation reactions to identify ionic compounds,
determination of empirical formulas, and synthesis of polymers.

Areas of Study
• How do the chemical structures of materials explain their properties and reactions?
• How are materials quantified and classified?
• How can chemical principles be applied to create a more sustainable future?

Assessment
• Report of a student investigation
○ a modelling or simulation activity
○ a media analysis/response
○ problem-solving involving chemical concepts, skills and/or issues
• a report of an application of chemical concepts to a real-life context Summary practical
report
• Summary practical report
• Written test
• Extended investigation
• Response to a set of structured questions

Future Pathways
VCE Chemistry Unit 2
VCE Chemistry Unit 3&4

95

HOME

• GLOSSARY • LEARNING AREAS • SCIENCE

Prior Learning
Students are strongly advised to successfully complete Chemistry-focused Science
subjects in Year 9 and 10

YEAR 11

SCIENCE | VCE CHEMISTRY UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 2: How do chemical reactions
shape the natural world?
In this unit students analyse and compare different substances dissolved in water and the
gases that may be produced in chemical reactions. They explore applications of acid-base
and redox reactions in society. Students conduct practical investigations involving the
specific heat capacity of water, acid-base and redox reactions, solubility, molar volume of a
gas, volumetric analysis, and the use of a calibration curve. Throughout the unit students
use chemistry terminology, including symbols, formulas, chemical nomenclature and
equations, to represent and explain observations and data from their own investigations
and to evaluate the chemistry-based claims of others.

Areas of Study
• How do chemicals interact with water?
• How are chemicals measured and analysed?
• How do quantitative scientific investigations develop our understanding of
chemical reactions?

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Summary practical report
Written test
Extended investigation
Response to a set of structured questions
Report of a student investigation
○ a modelling or simulation activity
○ a media analysis/response
○ problem-solving involving chemical concepts, skills and/or issues
○ a report of an application of chemical concepts to a real-life context Summary
practical report

Future Pathways
VCE Chemistry Unit 3&4
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Prior Learning
VCE Chemistry Unit 1

YEAR 12

SCIENCE | VCE CHEMISTRY UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: How can chemical processes be
designed to optimise efficiency?
In this unit, students explore energy options and the chemical production of materials
with reference to efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation of their impact on the
environment. Students compare and evaluate different chemical energy resources,
including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells and fuel cells. They investigate the
combustion of fuels, including the energy transformations involved, the use of
stoichiometry to calculate the amounts of reactants and products involved in the
reactions, and calculations of the amounts of energy released and their representations.
Students analyse manufacturing processes with reference to factors that influence
their reaction rates and extent. They investigate and apply the equilibrium law and Le
Chatelier’s principle to different reaction systems, including to predict and explain the
conditions that will improve the efficiency and percentage yield of chemical processes.

Areas of Study
• What are the options for energy production?
• How can the yield of a chemical product be optimised?

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ Summary practical report
○ Written test
○ Extended investigation
○ Response to a set of structured questions
○ Report of a student investigation
• End-of-year examination
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Future Pathways
VCE Chemistry Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE Chemistry Unit 1&2

YEAR 12

SCIENCE | VCE CHEMISTRY UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 4: How are organic compounds
categorised, analysed and used?
In this unit, students study the ways in which organic structures are represented
and named. They process data from instrumental analyses of organic compounds to
confirm or deduce organic structures and perform volumetric analyses to determine the
concentrations of organic chemicals in mixtures. Students consider the nature of the
reactions involved to predict the products of reaction pathways and to design pathways
to produce particular compounds from given starting materials. Students investigate
key food molecules through an exploration of their chemical structures, the hydrolytic
reactions in which they are broken down and the condensation reactions in which they
are rebuilt to form new molecules. In this context the role of enzymes and coenzymes in
facilitating chemical reactions is explored. Students use calorimetry as an investigative tool
to determine the energy released in the combustion of foods.

Areas of Study
• How can the diversity of organic compounds be explained and categorised?
• What is the chemistry of food?
• Practical investigation

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ Summary practical report
○ Written test
○ Extended investigation
○ Response to a set of structured questions
○ Report of a student investigation
• End-of-year examination
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Future Pathways
University and further studies
Chemical Engineer, Forensic Scientist, Research Scientist, Pharmacology, Analytical Chemist

Prior Learning
VCE Chemistry Unit 3

YEAR 11

SCIENCE | VCE PHYSICS UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: How is energy useful to society?
In this unit, students examine some of the fundamental ideas and models used by
physicists in an attempt to understand and explain energy. Models used to understand
light, thermal energy, radioactivity, nuclear processes and electricity are explored. Students
apply these physics ideas to contemporary societal issues: communication, climate change
and global warming, medical treatment, electrical home safety and Australian energy
needs.

Areas of Study
• How are light and heat explained?
• How is energy from the nucleus utilised?
• How can electricity be used to transfer energy?

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ a report of a laboratory or fieldwork activity including the generation of primary data
○ reflective annotations related to one or more practical activities from a logbook
○ an analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary data
○ a modelling or simulation activity
○ a media analysis/response
○ problem-solving involving physics concepts and/or skills
○ an analysis, including calculations, of physics concepts applied to real-world contexts

Future Pathways
VCE Physics Unit 2

In this unit, students will investigate the ways in which forces are involved both in moving
objects and in keeping objects stationary and apply these concepts to a chosen case study of
motion. Students will also explore the power of experiments in developing models and theories.
They investigate a variety of phenomena by making their own observations and generating
questions, which in turn lead to experiments in a student-adapted or student-designed scientific
investigation. This investigation involves the generation of primary data and draws on the key
science skills and key knowledge from content covered throughout the year. Students will also
undertake a research task chosen from one of several options related to various physics topics.

Areas of Study
• How is motion understood?
• How does physics inform contemporary issues and applications in society?
• How do physicists investigate questions?

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ a report of a laboratory or fieldwork activity including the generation of primary data
○ reflective annotations related to one or more practical activities from a logbook
○ an analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary data
○ a modelling or simulation activity
○ a media analysis/response
○ problem-solving involving physics concepts and/or skills

Future Pathways

Prior Learning

VCE Physics Unit 3&4

It is highly recommended that students have satisfactorily completed a Physics-focused
Science subject
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Prior Learning
VCE Physics Unit 1

YEAR 12

SCIENCE | PHYSICS UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: How do fields explain motion
and electricity?
In this unit, students explore the importance of energy in explaining and describing the
physical world. They examine the production of electricity and its delivery to homes.
Students consider the field model as a construct that has enabled an understanding of
why objects move when they are not apparently in contact with other objects. Applications
of concepts related to fields include the transmission of electricity over large distances and
the design and operation of particle accelerators. They explore the interactions, effects,
and applications of gravitational, electric and magnetic fields. Students use Newton’s laws
to investigate motion in one and two dimensions and are introduced to Einstein’s theories
to explain the motion of very fast objects. They consider how developing technologies
can challenge existing explanations of the physical world, requiring a review of conceptual
models and theories. Students design and undertake investigations involving at least two
continuous independent variables.

Areas of Study
• How do things move without contact?
• How are fields used to move electrical energy?
• How fast can things go?

Assessment
• School-based assessments selected from:
○ annotations of at least two practical activities from a practical logbook
○ a report of a student investigation
○ a report of a physics phenomenon
○ data analysis
○ media analysis/response
○ design, building, testing and evaluation of a device
○ an explanation of the operation of a device
○ a proposed solution to a scientific or technological problem
○ a response to structured questions
○ a reflective learning journal or blog related to selected activities or in response to
an issue
○ a test (short answer and extended response) (approximately 50 minutes or not
exceeding 1,000 words for each task)
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
VCE Physics Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE Physics Unit 1&2
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YEAR 12

SCIENCE | PHYSICS UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 4: How can two contradictory
models explain both light and matter?
In this unit, students explore the use of wave and particle theories to model the properties
of light and matter. They examine how the concept of the wave is used to explain the nature
of light and explore its limitations in describing light behaviour. Students further investigate
light by using a particle model to explain its behaviour. A wave model is also used to explain
the behaviour of matter which enables students to consider the relationship between
light and matter. Students learn to think beyond the concepts experienced in everyday
life to study the physical world from a new perspective. Students design and undertake
investigations involving at least two continuous independent variables.

Areas of Study
• How can waves explain the behaviour of light?
• How are light and matter similar?
• Practical Investigation

Assessment
• School-based assessments selected from:
○ annotations of at least two practical activities from a practical logbook
○ a report of a student investigation
○ a report of a physics phenomenon
○ data analysis
○ media analysis/response
○ design, building, testing and evaluation of a device
○ an explanation of the operation of a device
○ a proposed solution to a scientific or technological problem
○ a response to structured questions
○ a reflective learning journal or blog related to selected activities or in response to an issue
○ a test (short answer and extended response) (approximately 50 minutes or not
exceeding 1000 words for each task)
• End-of-year examination
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Future Pathways
Physics related university courses
Medical Imagining, Engineering, Defence Force Research, Meteorology, Research Officer
Acoustics, Astrophysics and Cosmology, Atmospheric Physics, Computational Physics,
Education, Energy Research, Engineering, Instrumentation, Lasers and Photonics, Medical
Physics, Nuclear Science, Optics, Pyrotechnics and Radiography

Prior Learning
VCE Physics Unit 3

YEAR 11

SCIENCE | VCE PSYCHOLOGY UNIT 1

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental
processes shaped?
In this unit, students examine the complex nature of psychological development, including
situations where psychological development may not occur as expected. Students examine
the contribution that classical and contemporary knowledge from Western and nonWestern societies, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, has made to
an understanding of psychological development and to the development of psychological
models and theories used to predict and explain the development of thoughts, emotions
and behaviours. They investigate the structure and functioning of the human brain and
the role it plays in mental processes and behaviour and explore brain plasticity and the
influence that brain damage may have on a person’s psychological functioning.

Areas of Study
• What influences psychological development
• How are mental processes and behaviour influenced by the brain?
• How does contemporary psychology conduct and validate psychological research?

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ Structured question test
○ Case study analysis of development
○ Student directed research report

Future Pathways
VCE Psychology Unit 2

Prior Learning
Students are strong advised to successfully complete Psychology-focused Science based
subjects in Year 9 and 10

102

HOME

• GLOSSARY • LEARNING AREAS • SCIENCE

YEAR 11

SCIENCE | VCE PSYCHOLOGY UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 2: How do internal and external
factors influence behaviour and
mental processes?
In this unit, students evaluate the role social cognition plays in a person’s attitudes,
perception of themselves and relationships with others. Students explore a variety
of factors and contexts that can influence the behaviour of individuals and groups,
recognising that different cultural groups have different experiences and values. Students
are encouraged to consider Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s experiences
within Australian society and how these experiences may affect psychological functioning.
Students examine the contribution that classical and contemporary research has made
to the understandings of human perception and why individuals and groups behave in
specific ways. Students investigate how perception of stimuli enables a person to interact
with the world around them and how their perception of stimuli can be distorted.

Areas of Study
• How are people influenced to behave in particular ways?
• What influences a person’s perception of the world?
• How do scientific investigations develop understanding of influences on perception and
behaviour?

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ Data Analysis
○ Media Analysis
○ A report of a student-adapted or student-designed scientific investigation using a
scientific poster
• Hurdle Task:
○ Students undertaking this study must maintain a logbook of practical work in Unit 1&2
for recording, authentication and assessment purposes
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Future Pathways
VCE Psychology Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
VCE Psychology Unit 1
Students are strongly advised to successfully complete Psychology-focused Science
subjects in Year 9 and 10

YEAR 12

SCIENCE | VCE PSYCHOLOGY UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: How does experience affect
behaviour and mental processes?
In this unit, students examine both macro-level and micro-level functioning of the nervous
system to explain how the human nervous system enables a person to interact with
the world around them. They explore how stress may affect a person’s psychological
functioning and consider the causes and management of stress. Students investigate
how mechanisms of memory and learning lead to the acquisition of knowledge, the
development of new capacities and changed behaviours. They consider the limitations and
fallibility of memory and how memory can be improved. Students examine the contribution
that classical and contemporary research has made to the understanding of the structure
and function of the nervous system, and to the understanding of biological, psychological
and social factors that influence learning and memory.

Areas of Study
• How does the nervous system enable psychological functioning?
• How do people learn and remember?

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ analysis and evaluation of at least one psychological case study, experiment, model or
simulation
○ analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary data
○ comparison and evaluation of psychological concepts, methodologies and methods,
and findings from three student practical activities
○ analysis and comparison of two or more contemporary media texts
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
VCE Psychology Unit 4
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Prior Learning
There are no prior learning requirements to study VCE Psychology Unit 3&4
We do recommend students study VCE Psychology Unit 1&2 as well as selecting the Year 9
and 10 Psychology to have a good understanding of content prior to commencement

YEAR 12

SCIENCE | VCE PSYCHOLOGY UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 4: How is mental wellbeing
supported and maintained?
In this unit, students examine the nature of consciousness and how changes in levels of
consciousness can affect mental processes and behaviour. They consider the role of sleep
and the impact that sleep disturbances may have on a person’s functioning. Students
explore the concept of a mental health continuum and apply a biopsychosocial approach,
as a scientific model, to analyse mental health and disorder. They use specific phobia to
illustrate how the development and management of a mental disorder can be considered
as an interaction between biological, psychological and social factors. Students examine
the contribution that classical and contemporary research has made to the understanding
of consciousness, including sleep, and the development of an individual’s mental
functioning and wellbeing.

Areas of Study
• How does sleep affect mental processes and behaviour?
• What influences mental wellbeing?
• How is scientific inquiry used to investigate mental processes and psychological
functioning?

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ analysis and evaluation of at least one psychological case study, experiment, model or
simulation
○ analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary data
○ comparison and evaluation of psychological concepts, methodologies and methods,
and findings from three student practical activities
○ analysis and comparison of two or more contemporary media texts
○ communication of the design, analysis and findings of a student-designed and
student-conducted scientific investigation through a structured scientific poster
and logbook entries
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
Registered psychologists may work in clinical, developmental, educational, environmental,
forensic, health, neuropsychology, sport and exercise, and organisational psychology
Psychologists can also work in cross-disciplinary areas such as academia and research
institutions, medical research, management and human resources, and government,
corporate and private enterprises, or as part of ongoing or emergency support services in
educational and institutional settings

Prior Learning
There are no prior learning requirements to study VCE Psychology Unit 3&4
We do recommend students study VCE Psychology Unit 1&2 as well as selecting the Year 9
and 10 Psychology to have a good understanding of content prior to commencement
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Visual Arts
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 1

107

VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 3&4

109

VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 2

108

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 3&4

112

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 1

110

VCE Visual Communication Design Unit 3&4

115

VCE Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 2

111

VCE Visual Communication Design Unit 1

113

VCE Visual Communication Design Unit 2

114

VET options
Students are able to apply for the following Visual Arts VET courses
in Year 10, 11 or 12:
CUA20175 VET Certificate II in Visual Arts
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YEAR 11

VISUAL ARTS | VCE ART CREATIVE PRACTICE UNIT 1

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Interpreting artworks and
exploring the Creative Practice
This is unit, students use experiential learning in making and responding to explore ideas
using the Creative Practice. As the artist and audience, students consider their connection
to artworks, and how their communication of ideas and presentation of artworks challenge,
shape and influence viewer or audience perspectives. They focus on the making of art and
examine how artists communicate ideas and meaning in artworks. They examine artists in
different societies, cultures and historical periods and develop their own interpretations
and viewpoints about the meanings and messages of artworks. They explore how artists
create new ways of thinking and representation, while developing their own art practice.

Areas of Study
• Artist’s artworks and audiences
• The Creative Practice
• Documenting and reflecting on the Creative Practice

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Extended written response
Short-answer responses supported by visual references
Annotated visual report
Presentation using digital technologies such as an online presentation or interactive website
Oral presentation

Future Pathways
VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 2
VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
Year 9 and 10 Visual Arts subjects: Fine Art, 2D and 3D Contemporary Art
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YEAR 11

VISUAL ARTS | VCE ART CREATIVE PRACTICE UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 2: Interpreting artworks and
developing the Creative Practice
In this unit, students use inquiry learning to investigate the artistic and collaborative
practices of artists. They use the cultural lens, and the other Interpretive Lenses as
appropriate, to examine artworks from different periods of time and cultures, and to explore
the different ways that artists interpret and communicate social and personal ideas in
artworks. Students explore the collaborative practices of artists and use the Creative Practice
to make and present artworks. They develop visual responses based on their investigations,
exploring the way historical and contemporary cultural contexts, ideas and approaches have
influenced the artworks and the practices of the artists they investigate, as well as their own
art practice.

Areas of Study
• The artist, society and culture
• The collaborative Creative Practice
• Documentation of collaboration using the Creative Practice

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Self-directed learning
Visual report
Oral presentation
Development of folio
Documentation including annotated personal visual responses to a selection of set tasks

Future Pathways
VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 3&4
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 2
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YEAR 12

VISUAL ARTS | VCE ART CREATIVE PRACTICE UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Investigation, ideas, artworks
and the Creative Practice

Unit 4: Interpreting, resolving and presenting
artworks and the Creative Practice

• Investigation, ideas, artworks and the Creative Practice
• Personal investigation using the Creative Practice

In this unit, students continue to develop their art practice through project-based and
Inquiry learning as their research and exploration continues to support the development
of their body of work. Throughout their research students study the practices of
selected historical and contemporary artists to inform their own art practice. They use
the interpretive lenses to analyse, compare and interpret the meanings and messages of
artworks produced by the artists they study. Students also apply the interpretive lenses
throughout the Creative Practice to resolve and refine their Body of Work. Students
continue to build upon the ideas begun in Unit 3 and present a critique of their use of
the Creative Practice. They reflect on the feedback from their critique to further refine
and resolve a body of work that demonstrates their use of the Creative Practice and the
realisation of their personal ideas. The students present their body of work to an audience
accompanied by documentation of their use of the Creative Practice.

Assessment

Areas of Study

• School-assessed tasks
• End-of-year examination

• Documentation and critique of the Creative Practice
• Resolution and presentation of a Body of Work
• Comparison of artists, their practice and their artworks

In this unit, students use Inquiry and Project-based learning as starting points to develop a
body of work. They explore ideas and experiment with materials, techniques and processes
using the Creative Practice. The research of historical and contemporary artists is integral
to students’ use of the Creative Practice and informs the basis of their investigation.
Students also investigate the issues that may arise from the artworks they view and
discuss, or those evolving from the practice of the artist. Unit 3 commences with students
researching the practice of a selected artist as the starting point to develop a finished
artwork. The finished artwork will contribute to the body of work developed over Unit 3&4.

Areas of Study

Future Pathways

Assessment

VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 1&2

• School-based assessments:
○ SACs
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways
University and other tertiary studies
Curator, Exhibition Designer, Visual Artist, Mural Artist, Multi-Media Artist, Art/Artistic
Director, Set Designer, Teacher, Community Arts Worker, Art Technician, Production
Assistant, Director, Media Producer, Technical Director, Interior Designer, Fashion Design,
Photographer, Film Maker, Animator, Cinematographer, Storyboard Artist

Prior Learning
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• VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 3
Missing Text

YEAR 11

VISUAL ARTS | VCE ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING UNIT 1

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Explore, expand and investigate
In this unit, students explore materials, techniques and processes in a range of art forms.
They expand their knowledge and understanding of the characteristics, properties and
application of materials used in art making. They explore selected materials to understand
how they relate to specific art forms and how they can be used in the making of artworks.
Students also explore the historical development of specific art forms and investigate how
the characteristics, properties and use of materials and techniques have changed over
time. Throughout their investigation students become aware of and understand the safe
handling of materials they use. Their exploration and experimentation are documented in
both visual and written form in a Visual Arts journal.

Areas of Study
• Explore – materials, techniques and art forms
• Expand – make, present and reflect
• Investigate – research and present

Assessment
• Visual Arts journal:
○ demonstration of the exploration of materials, techniques and processes, in a range of
art forms
○ demonstration of technical skill in using materials in a range of art forms
○ documentation and evaluation of the exploration of materials, techniques and
processes in a range of art forms
• Finished artworks:
○ use of materials and techniques in a specific art form
○ development of skills in specific art forms
○ use of techniques to represent ideas in at least one finished artwork in a specific art form
• Information for an exhibition:
○ guided introduction to the works in a brochure or catalogue or on a website
○ guided tour of the exhibition
○ series of postcards discussing each artwork
○ a review of an exhibition visited or viewed
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Future Pathways
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 2

Prior Learning
Year 9 and 10 Visual Arts subjects: Introduction to Digital Photography, Advanced
Photography and Film Making, Fine Art, 2D and 3D Contemporary Art

YEAR 11

VISUAL ARTS | VCE ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 2: Understand, develop and resolve
In this unit, students continue to research how artworks are made by investigating
how artists use aesthetic qualities to represent ideas in artworks. They broaden their
investigation to understand how artworks are displayed to audiences, and how ideas are
represented to communicate meaning.
Students respond to a set theme and progressively develop their own ideas. Students learn
how to develop their ideas using materials, techniques and processes, and art elements and
art principles. They consolidate these ideas to plan and make finished artworks, reflecting on
their knowledge and understanding of the aesthetic qualities of artworks. The planning and
development of at least one finished artwork are documented in their Visual Arts journal.

Areas of Study
• Understand, develop and resolve
• Develop – theme, aesthetic qualities and style
• Resolve – ideas, subject matter and style

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Thematic exhibition
Experimental artworks and documentation
Visual Arts journal
Finished artworks
Students present at least one finished artwork, with accompanying documentation of
the development and refinement of art making, in their Visual Arts journal

Future Pathways
VCE Art Making and Practicing Unit 3&4
VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 1
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YEAR 12

VISUAL ARTS | VCE ART MAKING AND EXHIBITING UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Collect, extend and connect
In this unit students are actively engaged in art making using materials, techniques
and processes. They explore contexts, subject matter and ideas to develop artworks in
imaginative and creative ways. They also investigate how artists use visual language to
represent ideas and meaning in artworks. The materials, techniques and processes of the
art form the students work with are fundamental to the artworks they make.
Students use their Visual Arts journal to record their art making. They record their research
of artists, artworks and collected ideas and also document the iterative and interrelated
aspects of art making to connect the inspirations and influences they have researched. The
Visual Arts journal demonstrates the students’ exploration of contexts, ideas and subject
matter and their understanding of visual language. They also document their exploration of
and experimentation with materials, techniques and processes. From the ideas documented
in their Visual Arts journal, students plan and develop artworks. These artworks may be made
at any stage during this unit, reflecting the students’ own ideas and their developing style.

Areas of Study
• Collect – inspirations, influences and images
• Extend – make, critique and reflect
• Connect – curate, design and purpose

Assessment

Unit 4: Consolidate, present and
conserve
In this unit, students make connections to the artworks they have made in Unit 3,
consolidating and extending their ideas and art making to further refine and resolve artworks
in-specific art forms. The progressive resolution of these artworks is documented in the
student’s Visual Arts journal, demonstrating their developing technical skills in a specific
art form as well as their refinement and resolution of subject matter, ideas, visual language,
aesthetic qualities and style. Students also reflect on their selected finished artworks and
evaluate the materials, techniques and processes used to make them.
The progress of individual student artworks is an important element of Unit 4, and
throughout the unit students demonstrate their ability to communicate to others about
their artworks. They articulate the development of subject matter, ideas, visual language,
their choice of materials, their understanding of the inherent characteristics and properties
of the material, their use of techniques and processes, and aesthetic qualities.

Areas of Study
• Consolidate – refine and resolve
• Present – plan and critique
• Conserve – present and care

Assessment

• School-based assessments
• End-of-year examination

• School-based assessments
• End-of-year examination

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE Art making and Exhibiting Unit 3

Prior Learning
VCE Art making and Exhibiting Unit 1&2

Curator, Exhibition Designer, Visual Artist, Photographer, Film Maker, Animator,
Cinematographer, Designer, Artistic Director, Set Designer, Teacher, Community Arts
Worker, Art Technician, Production, Production Assistant, Director, Media Producer,
Technical Director, Art Gallery Guide, Fashion Design, Multi-Media Artist, Video Editor

Prior Learning
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VCE Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 1&2
VCE Art Creative Practice Unit 1&2

YEAR 11

VISUAL ARTS | VCE VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN UNIT 1

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1: Introduction to visual
communication design
In this unit, students focus on using visual language to communicate messages, ideas
and concepts. Students practice their ability to draw what they observe and they use
visualisation drawing methods to explore their own ideas and concepts. Students develop
an understanding of the importance of presentation drawings to clearly communicate their
final visual communications. Students develop an understanding of how design elements
and principles affect the visual message, and the way information and ideas are read and
perceived. Students review the contextual background of visual communication through
an investigation of design styles.

Areas of Study
• Drawing as a means of communication
• Design elements and principles
• Visual Communication in context

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ folio of observational, visualisation and presentation drawings created using manual
and/or digital methods
○ final presentations created using manual and digital methods
○ written report of a case study
○ annotated visual report of a case study
○ oral report of a case study supported by written notes and/or visual materials
○ a presentation using digital technologies

Future Pathways
VCE Visual Communication Design Unit 2
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Prior Learning
Year 9 and 10 Visual Arts: Industrial Design
Year 9 and 10 Visual Arts: Graphic Design
Year 9 and 10 Visual Arts: Architecture

YEAR 11

VISUAL ARTS | VCE VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 2: Applications of visual
communication within design fields
In this unit, students focus on the application of visual communication design knowledge,
design thinking and drawing methods to create visual communications to meet specific
purposes in designated design fields. Students use presentation drawing methods that
incorporate the use of technical drawing conventions to communicate information.
They investigate how typography and imagery are used in visual communication design.
They apply design thinking skills when exploring ways in which images and type can be
manipulated to communicate ideas and concepts in different ways in the communication
design field.

Areas of Study
• Technical drawing in context
• Type and imagery in context
• Applying the design process

Assessment
• School-based assessments:
○ folio of technical drawings created using manual and digital methods
○ folio of typography and image ideas and concepts created using manual and digital
methods
○ written and/or oral descriptions and analysis of historical and contemporary design
examples
○ folio demonstrating the design process using manual and digital methods
○ final presentations of visual communications

Future Pathways
VCE Visual Communication Design Unit 3&4

Prior Learning
VCE Visual Communication Design Unit 1
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YEAR 12

VISUAL ARTS | VCE VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3: Visual Communication design
practices

Unit 4: Visual communication design
development, evaluation and presentation

In this unit, students gain an understanding of the process designers employ to structure
their thinking and communicate ideas with clients, target audiences, other specialists.
Through practical investigation and analysis of existing visual communications, students
gain insight into how the selection of methods, media, materials and the application
of design elements and principles create effective visual communications for specific
audiences. They investigate and experiment with the use of manual and digital methods,
media and materials to make informed decisions of their own design ideas and concepts.
Students establish a brief and apply design thinking skills through the design process,
identify and describe a client, needs of that client, and the purpose, target audience,
context and constraints relevant to each need.

In this unit, students continue the design process by developing and refining concepts
for each need stated in the brief. Students refine and present two visual communications
within the parameters of the brief. They reflect on the design process and the
design decisions they took in the realisation of their ideas. They evaluate their visual
communications and devise a pitch to communicate their design thinking and decision
making to the client.

Areas of Study

• School-based assessments
• End-of-year examination

• Analysis and practice in context
• Design industry practice
• Developing a brief and generating ideas

Assessment
• School-based assessments
• End-of-year examination
VCE Visual Communication Design Unit 4

Prior Learning
VCE Visual Communication Design Unit 1&2

HOME

• Final presentations

Assessment

Future Pathways
Graphic Design, Architecture, Drafting, Industrial Design, Environmental Design, Packaging
Designer, Landscape Design, Interior Design, Web/App Designer, Advertising, Education,
Engineering, Building, Construction

Prior Learning

Future Pathways
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VCE Visual Communication Design Unit 3

YEAR 11 &12 VISUAL ARTS | V ET CERTIFICATE II IN VISUAL ARTS (CUA20175)
Certificate II in Visual Arts
COURSE OVERVIEW

Areas of Study

The Certificate II in Visual Arts is designed to provide participants with opportunities
to build skills and knowledge in art and design, as well as begin preparation of a portfolio
for further study or entry level positions in creative industries. Students explore a of
techniques in sculpting, painting, printmaking, photography and textiles and apply
these skills to independent and group projects. Students are encouraged to explore and
experiment. Students will attend galleries and studios as well as work with artists
in residence.

The course is delivered over a two-year period as follows.
Please note: courses and electives are subject to change at short notice.

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit. There are a range of opportunities for
students to demonstrate key knowledge and key skills that may include: research tasks,
individual art works, group artworks, design processes, industry immersion activities,
and excursions.
• Certificate II in Visual Arts provides credit units to senior studies and can contribute 10%
to an ATAR score

Future Pathways
Further tertiary study
Visual Artist, Fine Art, Graphic Designer, Photographer, Illustrator, Fashion Design

Prior Learning
Year 9 and 10 Visual Arts subjects: Introduction to Digital Photography, Advanced
Photography and Film Making, Fine Art, 2D and 3D Contemporary Art
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Year 1
BSBWHS211
CUAACD201
CUAPPR211
CUAPRI211
CUASCU211

Contribute to health and safety of self and others
Develop drawing skills to communicate ideas
Make simple creative work
Develop printmaking skills
Develop sculptural skills

Year 2
CUAACD201

Develop drawing skills to communicate ideas (60 hrs)

CUAPPR211
CUAPRI211
CUASCU211

Make simple creative work (40 hrs)
Develop printmaking skills (50 hrs)
Develop sculptural skills

Applied Learning
YEAR 11

YEAR 12

VCE VM Foundation Mathematics Unit 1

118

VCE VM Foundation Mathematics Unit 3

120

VCE VM Foundation Mathematics Unit 2

119

VCE VM Foundation Mathematics Unit 4

121

VCE VM Literacy Unit 1&2

122

VCE VM Literacy Unit 3&4

123

VCE VM Personal Development Skills Unit 1&2

124

VCE VM Personal Development Skills Unit 3&4

125

VCE VM Religion and Society Unit 2

126

VCE VM Work Related Skills Unit 3&4

128

VCE VM Work Related Skills Unit 1&2

127

VPC Literacy Unit 3&4

130

VPC Literacy Unit 1&2

129

VPC Work Related Skills Unit 3&4

135

VPC Numeracy Unit 1&2

131

VPC Personal Development Skills Unit 1&2

132

VPC Religion Social Justice

133

VPC Work Related Skills Unit 1&2

134
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YEAR 11

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS UNIT 1

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Prior Learning

In this unit, students develop and enhance their mathematics skills through the study of
function and pattern in number, logic, space, and structure, and of randomness, chance,
variability, and uncertainty in data and events. The study supports thinking and a means of
symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise, and precise. Mathematics also
provides a means by which people can understand and manage human and natural aspects
of the world and interrelationships between these. Learning activities are both theoretical
and practical and hypothesising and problem-posing; estimating, calculating, computing, and
constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting, and inferring; applying, investigating, modelling
and problem-solving. Students develop their knowledge and capability to plan and conduct
activities independently and collaboratively, communicate their mathematical ideas, acquire
mathematical knowledge and skills to make informed decisions in their lives.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•
•

Algebra, number, and structure
Data analysis, probability and statistics
Discrete mathematics
Space and measurement
Mathematical investigation

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, portfolio, projects, data analysis, reports, modelling tasks, oral and
written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways
VCE VM Foundation Mathematics Unit 2
Further TAFE study
Apprenticeships
Employment
118
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Year 10 Mathematics

YEAR 11

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 2

Prior Learning

In this unit, students develop and enhance their mathematics skills through the study of
function and pattern in number, logic, space, and structure, and of randomness, chance,
variability, and uncertainty in data and events. The study supports thinking and a means of
symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise, and precise. Mathematics also
provides a means by which people can understand and manage human and natural aspects
of the world and interrelationships between these. Learning activities are both theoretical
and practical and hypothesising and problem-posing; estimating, calculating, computing, and
constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting, and inferring; applying, investigating, modelling
and problem-solving. Students develop their knowledge and capability to plan and conduct
activities independently, collaboratively communicate their mathematical ideas and acquire
mathematical knowledge and skills to make informed decisions in their lives.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•
•

Algebra, number, and structure
Data analysis, probability and statistics
Discrete mathematics
Space and measurement
Mathematical investigation

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, portfolio, projects, data analysis, reports, modelling tasks, oral and
written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways
VCE VM Foundation Mathematics Unit 3&4
Further TAFE study
Apprenticeships
Employment
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Year 10 Mathematics

YEAR 12

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS UNIT 3

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Prior Learning

In this unit, students focus, develop and enhance their mathematics skills to solve problems
in real contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning, community and global
settings relevant to contemporary society. Learning activities are both theoretical and
practical with hypothesising and problem-posing; estimating, calculating, computing, and
constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting, and inferring; applying, investigating, modelling
and problem-solving. Students develop their knowledge and capability to plan and conduct
activities independently and collaboratively, communicate their mathematical ideas, and
acquire mathematical knowledge and skills to make informed decisions in their lives.
Students apply skills learnt in the use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and
statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•
•
•

Algebra, number, and structure
Data analysis
Probability and statistics
Discrete mathematics
Space and measurement
Mathematical investigation

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, portfolio, projects, data analysis, reports, modelling tasks, industry, oral
and written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways
VCE VM Foundation Mathematics Unit 4
Further TAFE study
Apprenticeships
Employment
120
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VCE VM Foundation Mathematics Unit 1&2

YEAR 12

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS UNIT 4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 4
In this unit, students focus, develop and enhance their mathematics skills to solve problems
in real contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning, community and global
settings relevant to contemporary society. Learning activities are both theoretical and
practical with hypothesising and problem-posing; estimating, calculating, computing, and
constructing; abstracting, proving, refuting, and inferring; applying, investigating, modelling
and problem-solving. Students develop their knowledge and capability to plan and conduct
activities independently and collaboratively, communicate their mathematical ideas, and
acquire mathematical knowledge skills to make informed decisions in their lives. Students
apply skills learnt in the use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical
functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•

Algebra, number, and structure
Data analysis, probability, and statistics
Discrete mathematics, financial and consumer mathematics
Space and measurement

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit.
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, portfolio, projects, data analysis, reports, modelling tasks, industry, oral
and written reflections, and digital presentations.

Future Pathways
Further Tertiary study
Apprenticeships
Employment

Prior Learning
VCE VM Foundation Mathematics Unit 1&2, 3
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YEAR 11

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM LITERACY UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In this unit, students develop everyday literacy skills through thinking, listening, speaking,
reading, viewing, and writing, to meet the demands of the workplace, the community,
employment, and their own life skills, needs and aspirations. Students will explore and
respond to a variety of texts and digital presentations for different purposes, discuss and
debate contemporary issues impacting on society and integrate reading, writing and oracy
skills into a variety of learning and employment environments.

In this unit, students develop everyday literacy skills through thinking, listening, speaking,
reading, viewing, and writing to meet the demands of the workplace, the community,
employment, and their own life skills, needs and aspirations. Students will explore and
respond to a variety of texts and digital presentations for different purposes, discuss and
debate contemporary issues impacting on society and integrate reading, writing and oracy
skills into a variety of learning and employment environments.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Literacy for personal use
• Understanding and creating digital texts

• Understanding issues and voices
• Responding to opinions

Assessment

Assessment

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit.
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ essays, reports, written exercises, debates, interviews, oral and written reflections, and
digital presentations.

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for each unit.
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ essays, reports, written exercises, debates, interviews, oral and written reflections, and
digital presentations

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE VM Literacy Unit 2

VCE VM Literacy Unit 3&4

VCE English Unit 2

Further TAFE study

Further TAFE study

Employment

Employment

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

Year 10 English

Year 10 English
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YEAR 12

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM LITERACY UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Unit 4

In this unit, students develop everyday literacy skills through thinking, listening, speaking,
reading, viewing, and writing to meet the demands of the workplace, the community,
employment, and their own life skills, needs and aspirations. Through building community
and global awareness, experiencing interaction with a variety of writers and orators,
students will develop and refine written and oral communication and literacy skills.
Students will explore and respond to a variety of texts and digital presentations for
different purposes, discuss and debate contemporary issues impacting on society and
integrate reading, writing and oracy skills into a variety of learning and employment
environments.

In this unit, students develop everyday literacy skills through thinking, listening, speaking,
reading, viewing, and writing to meet the demands of the workplace, the community,
employment, and their own life skills, needs and aspirations. Through building community
and global awareness, experiencing interaction with a variety of writers and orators,
students will develop and refine written and oral communication and literacy skills.
Students will explore and respond to a variety of texts and digital presentations for
different purposes, discuss and debate contemporary issues impacting on society and
integrate reading, writing and oracy skills into a variety of learning and employment
environments.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Accessing and understanding informational, organisational, and procedural texts
• Creating and responding to organisational, informational, or procedural texts

• Understanding and engaging with literacy for advocacy
• Speaking to advise or to advocate

Assessment

Assessment

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ essays, reports, written exercises, debates, interviews, oral and written reflections, and
digital presentations

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit.
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ essays, reports, written exercises, debates, interviews, oral and written reflections, and
digital presentations.

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

Further Tertiary study in Journalism and Media
Employment

Further Tertiary study in Journalism and Media
Employment

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VCE VM Literacy Unit 1&2

VCE VM Literacy Unit 3

VCE English Unit 1&2

VCE English Unit 3
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YEAR 11

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In this unit, students take an active approach to personal development, self-realization,
and citizenship by exploring interrelationships between individuals and communities.
Students engage in theoretical and practical activities focusing on health, wellbeing,
community engagement and social sciences. Students research and explore influences
on identity, set and achieve personal goals, develop confidence and communication
skills to be able to interact positively with diverse communities, and problem solve.
Students build skills in leadership, project planning and teamwork.

In this unit, students take an active approach to personal development, self-realization,
and citizenship by exploring interrelationships between individuals and communities.
Students engage in theoretical and practical activities focusing on health, wellbeing,
community engagement and social sciences. Students research and explore influences
on identity, set and achieve personal goals, develop confidence and communication
skills to be able to interact positively with diverse communities, and problem solve.
Students build skills in leadership, project planning and teamwork.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Healthy individual
• Community health and wellbeing
• Promoting a healthy life

• What is a community?
• Community cohesion
• Engaging and supporting community

Assessment

Assessment

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ case studies, a performance, extended written pieces, reports, written exercises,
debates, interviews, oral and written reflections, and digital presentations

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ case studies, a performance, extended written pieces, data analysis, reports, written
exercises, debates, interviews, oral and written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE VM Personal Development Skills Unit 2, 3&4

VCE VM Personal Development Skills Unit 3&4

VCE Health & Human Development Unit 2, 3&4

Allied health services

Further TAFE study

Further TAFE study

Employment

Employment

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

No prior learning required

No prior learning required
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YEAR 12

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Unit 4

In this unit, students take an active approach to considering the role of interpersonal skills
and social awareness in different settings and contexts. Students examine leadership
qualities and the characteristics of effective leaders and how these qualities can be applied
to the achievements of goals within personal and community contexts. The students
explore key components of effective teamwork and reflect on how to lead utilising learnt
problem solving skills as well as building processing, reflecting and articulation skills
through written and oral presentations.

In this unit, students take an active approach to considering the role of interpersonal
skills and social awareness in different settings and contexts. Students participate in an
extended project relating to a community issue. Students identify environmental, cultural,
economic, and social issues affecting the community and select one for an extended
community project. They research and analyse past approaches to the selected issue in
Australia and elsewhere, consider how they will research, reflect and plan how community
awareness can be increased and proactively acted upon, and design, implement and
evaluate a response to be selected for a community issue. They conduct discussions,
research, analyse findings, and plan a presentation and project, and contribute to a
community project with an appropriate evaluation process.

Areas of Study
• Social awareness and interpersonal skills
• Effective leadership
• Effective teamwork

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ case studies, practical tasks, extended written pieces, data analysis, reports,
written exercises, a record of debates, interviews, minute meetings, oral and written
reflections, podcasts, blogs, and digital presentations

Areas of Study
• Planning a community project
• Implementing a community project
• Evaluating a community project

Assessment

VCE VM Personal Development Skills Unit 4

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ case studies, practical tasks, extended written pieces, data analysis, reports,
written exercises, a record of debates, interviews, minute meetings, oral and written
reflections, podcasts, blogs, and digital presentations

VCE Health & Human Development Unit 4

Future Pathways

Further TAFE study

Further Tertiary study
Employment
Apprenticeships

Future Pathways

Employment

Prior Learning
VCE VM Personal Development Skills Unit 1 or 2

Prior Learning
VCE VM Personal Development Skills Unit 1, 2 or 3
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YEAR 11

APPLIED LEARNING |

VCE VM RELIGION AND SOCIETY: RELIGION & ETHICS UNIT 2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 2
In this unit, students explore, research, and build knowledge and understanding of ethics,
discovering the perspectives that guide practical moral judgment. Studying ethics involves
identifying the arguments and analysing the reasoning, and any other influences, behind
these perspectives and moral judgments. An important influence on ethical perspective
is the method of ethical decision-making, made up of concepts, principles, and theories.
Content will focus on personal, family, local and the wider community, and national and
global level. Students will investigate social justice issues and study these through
theoretical and practical learning activities.

Areas of Study
• Ethical decision making and moral judgement
• Religion and ethics
• Ethical issues and decision making

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ reports, projects, debates, identification exercises, extended written responses, oral
and written reflections, digital presentations and incursions and excursions

Future Pathways
VCE Religion and Society Unit 3&4
Further TAFE study
Apprenticeships
Employment

Prior Learning
No prior learning required
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YEAR 11

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM WORK RELATED SKILLS UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In this unit, students examine and develop a range of skills, knowledge and capabilities
required and relevant to achieving individual career and educational goals. Students develop
a broad understanding of workplace environments, conditions and the future of work and
education, in order, to engage in theoretical and practical aspects of transitioning to their
desired pathway. Students will work collaboratively on school based and community projects
focusing on enterprise, teamwork, communication, resume writing, employment applications,
researching industry areas, and OH&S to gain knowledge and confidence to enter the
workforce.

In this unit, students examine and develop a range of skills, knowledge and capabilities
required and relevant to achieving individual career and educational goals. Students
develop a broad understanding of workplace environments, conditions and the future of
work and education, in order, to engage in theoretical and practical aspects of transitioning
to their desired pathway. Students will work collaboratively on school based and
community projects focusing on enterprise, teamwork, communication, resume writing,
employment applications, researching industry areas, and OH&S to gain knowledge and
confidence to enter the workforce.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Future careers
• Presentation of career and education goals

• Workplace skills and capabilities
• Transferable skills and capabilities

Assessment

Assessment

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ research tasks, case studies, data analysis, reports, mock employment interviews,
industry immersion activities, employment searches, oral and written reflections, and
digital presentations

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ research tasks, case studies, data analysis, reports, mock employment interviews,
industry immersion activities, employment searches, oral and written reflections, and
digital presentations

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VCE VM Work Related Skills Unit 2, 3 or 4

VCE VM Work Related Skills Unit 3 or 4

Further TAFE study

Further TAFE study

Apprenticeships

Apprenticeships

Employment

Employment

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

No prior learning required

No prior learning required
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YEAR 12

APPLIED LEARNING | VCE VM WORK RELATED SKILLS UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Unit 4

In this unit, students examine and develop a range of skills, knowledge and capabilities
required and relevant to achieving individual career and educational goals. Students
develop a broad understanding of workplace environments, industrial relations,
and practice. Students will research and explore workplace wellbeing and culture,
and employee and employer relations, rights, and responsibilities. Students work
collaboratively on school based and community projects focusing on enterprise, teamwork,
communication, resume writing, employment applications, researching industry areas, and
OH&S to gain knowledge and confidence to enter the workforce.

In this unit, students apply their knowledge of portfolios by engaging in the process of
developing and formally presenting their completed portfolio in a panel style interview.
Students use a range of verbal, written and practical strategies to communicate their skills
and knowledge, including visual appeal, and varied and appropriate content. Students
evaluate their portfolio using a range of mechanisms including self-assessment, feedback,
and comparison with criteria.

Areas of Study

• Portfolio development
• Portfolio presentation

• Workplace wellbeing and accountability
• Work responsibilities and rights
• Communication and collaboration

Assessment

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ research tasks, case studies, data analysis, reports, mock employment interviews,
industry immersion activities, employment searches, oral and written reflections, and
digital presentations

Areas of Study

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ cover letters, resumes, case studies, data analysis, reports, evidence of mock
employment interviews, employment searches, oral and written reflections, panel
interview and digital presentations

Future Pathways
Further Tertiary study

Future Pathways

Apprenticeships

VCE VM Work Related Skills Unit 4
Further Tertiary study
Apprenticeships
Employment

Employment

Prior Learning
VCE VM Worked Related Skills Unit 1, 2 or 3

Prior Learning
No prior learning required
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APPLIED LEARNING | VPC LITERACY UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In this unit, students develop knowledge, skills and capabilities relevant to reading, writing
and oral communication and their practical application in the contexts of everyday life,
family, employment, further learning and community. It provides students with the key
skills and knowledge to interpret and create texts of various natures with appropriateness,
accuracy, confidence, and fluency, as well as for learning in and out of school, and for
participating in the workplace and community. This unit aims to develop students’ abilities
to read, write, speak and listen in everyday and familiar contexts by engaging with a wide
range of text types and content drawn from a range of local and global cultures, forms
and genres, including First Nations peoples’ and multi-culturalism. The texts’ contents are
for enjoyment or information, for specific workplaces and educational settings. Students
will examine how purpose, language and structure influence the audience and their
understanding of the content and context in their study of visual and film texts.

In this unit, students develop capacity to engage with, understand and respond to digital
texts, including web pages for vocational and workplace settings, podcasts and social
media. Students identify and explain the structure of a variety of digital platforms, as well
as the types and purposes of different digital texts. Students discuss the reliability and
effectiveness of digital sites and content in connecting with audiences and delivering a
message. Students read, view, and interact with different digital texts, and participate in
learning activities to develop capacity to explore and discuss impact. They identify the
ways a visitor will encounter and experience digital texts, considering purpose and the
social and workplace values associated with them. As a part of this exploration of the
digital world, students participate and engage in learning practices that equips them to
deal safely and respectfully with others in the digital and virtual world.

Areas of Study
• Literacy for personal use
• Understanding and creating digital texts

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ Records of guest speakers, reports, written exercises, journals debates, interviews, oral
and written reflections, animations with voice overs, and digital presentations

Future Pathways

Areas of Study
• Understanding issues and voices
• Responding to opinions

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for each unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ written exercises, debates, interviews, case studies, videos, oral and written
reflections, advertisements, and digital presentations

Future Pathways
VPC Literacy Unit 3&4

VPC Literacy Unit 2, 3&4
Further TAFE study
Employment

Further TAFE study
Employment

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

No prior learning required

VPC Literacy Unit 1
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YEAR 12

APPLIED LEARNING | VPC LITERACY UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Unit 4

In this unit, students develop everyday literacy skills through thinking, listening, speaking,
reading, viewing, and writing to meet the demands of the workplace, the community,
employment, and their own life skills, needs and aspirations. This study enables students
to develop the skills and knowledge required to understand and complete a range of
familiar and less familiar activities for civic participation purposes. Selection of suitable
texts take into consideration the interests and abilities of the student cohort and the
information that students typically need for learning, employment, and vocational
activities. Students engage with a range of texts and information including timetables,
forms, government documentation and contracts, in print and digital forms, and locate
information, identify the audience and purpose of the text and develop the skills necessary
to complete documentation.

In this unit, students develop everyday literacy skills through thinking, listening, speaking,
reading, viewing, and writing In this module, students will develop a range of written and
oral communication skills through practical application in an activity around a specific
content area. Content for the unit is drawn from any area of learner interest or aspirations.
Students will be encouraged to connect this area of study to learning in Work Related
Skills Unit 4. This project is developed in consultation with the teacher and focuses on
an area of student interest with a clearly stated vocational or personal focus. The project
must have an actionable goal and be completed either individually or as a member of a
group focusing on the following areas of skill development: collaboration, problem solving,
communication, self-management, planning and organising, initiative, and learning.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study
• Negotiated project

• Literacy for civic participation
• Literacy for pathways and further learning

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ reports, written exercises, debates, interviews, case studies, videos, journals, oral and
written reflections, and digital presentations

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that will include:
○ evidence of teamwork, team management, team participation, videos, podcasts, oral
presentation, digital presentations, and journal entries

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

Further TAFE study

VPC Literacy Unit 4
Further TAFE studies
Employment

Prior Learning

Employment

VPC Literacy Unit 1&2, 3

Prior Learning
VPC Literacy Unit 1&2
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APPLIED LEARNING | VPC NUMERACY UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In this unit, students develop their everyday numeracy practices to make sense of
their personal, public, and future vocational lives. Students develop foundational
mathematical skills with consideration of their personal, home, vocational and community
environments and contexts, and an awareness and use of accessible and appropriate
technologies. Students are provided with the fundamental mathematical knowledge, skills,
understandings, and dispositions to solve problems in real. The four focus components are:
identifying the mathematics, acting on and using mathematics, evaluating, and reflecting
and communicating and reporting. These are developed through activities including
counting, sorting, comparing and performing basic arithmetic operations with whole
numbers and common, simple fractions and decimals, money, or recognising common
spatial representations and measurements in highly familiar contexts.

In this unit, students develop their everyday numeracy practices involving health and
recreational activities and participation. Health and recreational numeracy relates to
accessing, understanding and using foundational mathematical information to be aware
of issues related to health and well-being, or when engaging in different recreational
activities. Recreational activities may include indoor and outdoor pursuits, arts, social
media, gaming and other personal interests and hobbies. Activities include sport
participation and the supporting activities associated, hospitality and involvement in a
variety of hobbies.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study
• Health and recreational numeracy
• Civic numeracy

Assessment

• Personal Numeracy
• Financial Numeracy

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, projects, data analysis, reports, posters and digital presentations

Future Pathways

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ investigations, sporting participation, score and time keeping, projects, cooking and
baking, reports, oral and written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways
VPC Numeracy Unit 3&4
Further TAFE study

VPC Numeracy Unit 2

Employment

Further TAFE study
Employment

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VPC Literacy Unit 1

No prior learning required
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APPLIED LEARNING | VPC PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In this unit, students take a dual approach to exploring and optimising personal
development. This is done through a focus on understanding and caring for self, and then
through a focus on engagement with community, exploring physical, social, and emotional
health and wellbeing. Students are supported through the curriculum to make positive
connections between self-understanding, setting and achieving goals, purposefulness,
resilience and enhanced health and wellbeing. They look at the significance of self-care
in a range of contexts including physical care, relationships, and online environments.
Students articulate concepts of consent, equity, and access, and reflect on how to express
themselves in safe and effective ways. Students identify their personal strengths, abilities
and potential and apply this understanding to the task of setting personal goals and
reflecting on pathways to action and achievement.

In this unit, students take a dual approach to exploring and optimising personal development.
This is done through a focus on understanding and caring for self, and then through a
focus on engagement with community, exploring physical, social, and emotional health and
wellbeing. This unit takes a broad approach to the concept of community, and to the types
of communities to which individuals may belong. There is an emphasis on personal and
emotional growth through active group participation and membership or belongingness,
and an introduction to the significance of community engagement. Through the example of
a democratic society, students explore community-related concepts, including rights and
responsibilities, with a focus on how young people can participate and engage.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Exploring and connecting with community
• Community partnership

• Understanding self
• Developing self

Assessment

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ case studies, research assignments, reports, written exercises, debates, surveys,
journal writing, interviews, oral and written reflections, and digital presentations

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ case studies, journal entries, reports, written exercises, debates, role-plays, interviews,
oral and written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways
Further TAFE study

Future Pathways
VPC Personal Development Skills Unit 2

Employment

Further TAFE study

Prior Learning

Employment

VPC Personal Development Skills Unit 1

Prior Learning
No prior learning required
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APPLIED LEARNING | VPC RELIGION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

COURSE OVERVIEW
In this unit, students explore, research, and build knowledge and understanding of social
justice based upon faith, ethics, discovering the perspectives that guide practical moral
judgement. Exploring the marginalised, community, environmental and social issues
and their important influence on living in the contemporary global world, now and in
the future. Students focus on personal, family, local, wider community in a national
and global level. Students investigate social justice issues and study these through
theoretical and practical learning activities.

Areas of Study
•
•
•
•

The marginalised
Ethical decision making and moral judgement
Religion and social conscience
Community rights and responsibilities

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ reports, projects, debates, identification exercises, written responses, excursion and
incursion participation, oral and written reflections, digital presentations

Future Pathways
Further TAFE study
Community volunteering
Employment

Prior Learning
No prior learning required
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APPLIED LEARNING | VPC WORK RELATED SKILLS UNIT 1&2

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 1

Unit 2

In this unit, students develop knowledge, skills, and personal attributes relevant to further
education and employment. It also provides practical, authentic opportunities for students
to develop employability skills. This unit has a major focus on the relationship between
personal interests and skills, employment and education opportunities and pathway
planning. Students apply their knowledge and understanding to practical and collaborative
activities to prepare for the process of applying for jobs and being a valued and productive
employee in the workplace. Students examine and develop a range of skills, knowledge
and capabilities required and relevant to achieving individual career and educational
goals. Students work collaboratively on school based and community projects focusing on
teamwork, communication, resume writing, job applications, researching industry areas,
and OH&S to gain knowledge and confidence to enter the workforce.

In this unit, students develop knowledge, skills, and personal attributes relevant to further
education and employment. The study also provides practical, authentic opportunities for
students to develop employability skills. It has a major focus on the relationship between
personal interests and skills, employment and education opportunities and pathway
planning. Students apply their knowledge and understanding to practical and collaborative
activities This study commences the planning process for a small-scale work-related
activity. Working in teams, students identify and explore a range of activities, identify
an achievable small-scale work-related activity, and collaboratively plan for the activity.
Students consider how the chosen activity aligns with employability skills, seek, and apply
feedback and evaluate the effectiveness of the planned activity.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Interests, skills, and capabilities in the workplace
• Employment opportunities and workplace conditions

• Identifying and planning for a work-related activity
• Completing and reviewing a small-scale work-related activity
• Reporting on a small-scale work-related activity

Assessment

Assessment

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ research tasks, case studies, Smart goals, cover letters, resumes, mock employment
interviews, quizzes, employment searches, oral and written reflections, and digital
presentations

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ research tasks, skills audit, reports, project planning, meeting participation, project
participation, surveys oral and written reflections, and digital presentations

Future Pathways

VPC Work Related Skills Unit 3&4
Further TAFE study
Employment

VPC Work Related Skills Unit 2, 3&4
Further TAFE study
Employment

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VPC Work Related Skills Unit 1

No prior learning required
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APPLIED LEARNING | VPC WORK RELATED SKILLS UNIT 3&4

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit 3

Unit 4

In this unit, students are introduced to the workplace and the role of physical and mental
health in the workplace. Students examine how employees can contribute to the physical
and mental health of self and colleagues and discuss how employers can contribute
to the physical and mental health of employees and customers/clients, including the
implementation of policies. Students distinguish between a safe and an unsafe workplace
and explore how they can identify and address unlawful practices. Students examine
employee responsibilities in the workplace and present findings. This unit also explores
physical health and safety in the workplace, including processes to assess risk, analyse
safety, report hazards and harms and make recommendations to improve safety in the
workplace.

In this unit, students are provided with an overview of potential employment and
educational pathway options, to support the development and refinement of a future
pathway plan. This unit explores strategies for students to apply when collecting and
assessing information about employment opportunities. Students apply knowledge and
skills by preparing a employment application in response to a job advertisement, including
a resume and cover letter and prepare for future job interviews. Students engage with
sources to identify possible interview questions, plan suitable responses, and prepare
relevant questions to ask a potential employer. Students participate in a mock interview
and apply strategies to reflect on and evaluate performance to improve future employment
prospects.

Areas of Study

Areas of Study

• Healthy workplace practice
• Rights and responsibilities
• Physical health and safety

• Explore and plan potential pathways
• Employment seeking activities and the application

Assessment

Assessment
• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ research tasks, mock hearings, safety audit and drills, interviews, risk management
plans, role-plays, oral and written reflections, and digital presentations

• Satisfactory completion of this unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated
the set of outcomes specified for the unit
• There are a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and key
skills that may include:
○ cover letters, resumes, case studies, data analysis, reports, evidence of mock
employment interviews, employment searches, oral and written reflections, panel
interview and digital presentations

Future Pathways

Future Pathways

VPC Work Related Skills Unit 4

Further TAFE study

Further tertiary study

Apprenticeships

Employment

Employment

Prior Learning

Prior Learning

VPC Work Related Skills Unit 1&2
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GLOSSARY
Abbreviations and terms explained.

Semester

Study score

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)

One half of the school year. Most units are completed in one
semester.

A score from zero to 50 which shows how a student
performed in a VCE study, relative to all other Victorian
students enrolled in that same study in a result year. It is
based on the student’s results in school assessments and
examinations.

The overall ranking on a scale of zero to 99.95 that a
student receives, based on their study scores. The ATAR
is calculated by VTAC, based on VCE Unit 3&4 results, and
used by universities and TAFE institutes to select students
for courses.

Authentication
The process of ensuring that the work submitted by
students for assessment is their own.

General Achievement Test (GAT)
A test of knowledge and skills in writing, mathematics,
science and technology, humanities and social sciences and
the arts. All students enrolled in a VCE Unit 3 & 4 sequence
must sit the GAT. It is used by the VCAA to check that
schools are marking School-assessed Tasks to the same
standard, as part of the statistical moderation of Schoolassessed Coursework and as a quality assurance check on
the VCAA’s marking of examinations and School-assessed
Tasks.

Outcomes
What a student must know and be able to do in order to
satisfactorily complete a unit as specified in the VCE
study design.

School Assessed Coursework (SAC)
Refers to assessments completed at school in Unit 3&4
studies. These assessments are overseen by the VCAA for
each VCE subject. The term may also be used at Unit 1&2 to
model the expectations of Unit 3&4.

School Assessed Task (SAT)
Refers to assessments completed in specific studies at Unit
3&4. A SAT is often a longer-term task (such as a folio) and
has very specific, prescribed assessment criteria.
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Sequence
A sequence refers to two or more units that are completed
sequentially. For example, at VCE Unit 3&4 the units are
completed together, Unit 3 in semester 1 and Unit 4 in
semester 2. This is a sequence.

Special Provision

TAFE
Technical and Further Education. TAFE institutes deliver a
variety of VET certifications among other higher education
opportunities.

Special arrangements that are made for students who are
experiencing difficulty and hardship. The categories to gain
special provision are very specific and arrangements may be
different at different year levels and for different tasks. At VCE
Unit 3&4, special provision can only be approved by the VCAA.

Unit

Statement of Results

VCAA

The documents issued by the VCAA which show the results
achieved by the students in the VCE.

Statistical Moderation
The process used by the VCAA to ensure that the school’s
assessments are in line with the assessments of all the
other schools in Victoria. This involves data collection and
comparison methods.

Study/Studies
Refers to a subject available for students to complete. This
may be a subject that runs for one semester or for two or
more semesters.

Study Design
Refers to the curriculum that is prescribed by the VCAA for
a particular VCE or VCE VET study. This document includes
key knowledge and skills that must be taught, as well as
the types of assessment to be completed. VCAA Unit 3 & 4
exams are based on the information in the study design.

A program of study that normally takes one semester to
complete. The units at VCE are numbered 1, 2, 3 and 4. Unit
1&2 are usually studied in Year 11 and Unit 3&4 in Year 12.
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. The
organisation which prescribes, overseas and audits the
running of VCE programs.

VCE
Victorian Certificate of Education. The most commonly
studied senior completion certificate in Victoria.

VET
Vocational Education and Training. VET certificates are
nationally recognised qualifications.

Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC)
A body that works for the Universities and TAFEs. It
calculates and distributes ATAR scores.

